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Preface  

In 2005 I prepared a draft history of the ancestors of William John Ainsworth (1855-1943) 

and Lydia Lucy Ainsworth (nee Willway) (1852-1926), my great-grandparents.  I then 

decided to incorporate their own biographies and enlarge on the information about Lydiaôs 

mother Lucy Hannah Willway and her family 

 

My original work was based primarily on research that I carried out in 1964 when I 

inspected various public recordsô including visiting the parishes where some branches of 

the family originated; looked at documents in the possession of family members; and met 

or corresponded with Lucy Wates, Bernard Wates, Winifred Ainsworth, Margie 

Ainsworth, Philip Lace, Norman Willway, Brig. Cedric Willway and Irene Willway. Most 

of these documents, but not those that Margie Ainsworth had, are now in my possession 

and will be donated to the City of Bath Archives office. I would like to take this 

opportunity of mentioning my uncle, Bernard Wates, in particular.  He had taken a great 

interest himself, having perused many of the documents, leaving his own comments.  He 

would have been delighted to see this book which in some ways he initiated.  

 

The internet has now enabled public records to be accessed much more easily which has 

enabled me to obtain much additional information.  

 

The lives of William and Lydia and Lydiaôs parents, with some effort at providing 

information on their characters, are based on the archives that have been passed down 

including a large number of letters and various diaries.  Many of the letters that survived 

are those deliberately kept because they are of interest.  They contain much information 

which I have not attempted to use, such as food prices and discussions about clothes, which 

could be of interest to anyone researching such matters.  

 

My original draft was intended just to be record of the facts as I had ascertained them with 

references in footnotes to the sources.  This work is more informal and I have not 

attempted to provide comprehensive information on sources.  Sometimes, and probably in 

most case, I have included it in the narrative and there are occasional footnotes.  Reference 

can be made to the sources given in the original draft.  The Wates Family Chattels Trust 

referred to there has since been disbanded and the ownership of items transferred to the 

custodians. As ownership is likely to change I have only on one or two occasions given 

the identity of the person who has the particular object referred to.  

 

The original draft is available on my website www.brian-wates.co.uk This is being 

archived by the British Library so when it no longer exists it should be possible to 

access it through them on www.websarchive.org.uk. It can also be accessed on the 

site www.web.archive.org 

 

The ancestorsô part of the history is divided into three sections as there are three main 

strands about which information is available. I start with the Ainsworth line itself, 

originating in Dorset and then in the Salisbury area down to the childhood and youth of 

William. To avoid confusion with other William Ainsworths I refer to him initially by his 

initials WJA. Next is the Willway line originating near Bridgewater in Somerset and then 

in Bristol down to the first marriage of Lydiaôs father James W.C.Willway. There is then 

a chapter dealing with another branch of the Willway family which is of interest because 

of an intermarriage between the branches. This is followed by two chapters on the Bath 

family of Lydiaôs mother, Lucy Hannah Davis and Lucy herself. The rest of the book 

http://www.brian-wates.co.uk/
http://www.websarchive.org.uk/
http://www.web.archive.org/
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covers Lydiaôs youth, marriage and then the joint lives of her and William including the 

early parts of their childrenôs lives.  Lydia was always known as Lyddie so I use that name. 

 

When referring to monetary sums I have not attempted to suggest the equivalent today as 

this soon gets out of date and does not always give a true comparison.   As there was little 

inflation during the period covered comparing figures which I have given will provide 

some idea of value. 

 

Brian A. Wates 

48 Miskin Road, Dartford, Kent DA1 2LS 

bawates@globalnet.co.uk 

12/09/2025  
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Chapter 1  - Ainsworth family  

Early Answorths at Horton, Dorset  
The earliest records are to be found in the 

parish registers of Horton in Dorset. Horton is 

a village north of Wimborne and about 11 

miles from Poole. It is not far from Hampshire 

and Wiltshire, being about 17 miles south-

south-east of Salisbury. It and the neighbouring 

village of Hinton Martell, where records of the 

family are also to be found, are still small, rural 

villages. No doubt much of the land farmed by 

the family is still being farmed today. 

 

The parish records go back to 1563 and the 

earliest record is of the marriage of Daniel 

Answorth to Agnes Flower in 1606. There is 

however, no evidence that he was a direct 

ancestor. This distinction lies with John 

Answorth who married Martha Poor in 1643. It 

was not until the end of the 18th century that 

the spelling óAinsworthô began to be used. 

 

We know nothing of these early Ainsworths 

other than the records of births, marriages and 

deaths from which a family tree can be constructed. A clear male line can be identified. 

There may have been males that migrated elsewhere but it seems unlikely that there were 

many, so it is probable that others with the name of Ainsworth are not related. The direct 

line is as follows:- 

 

John (died 1687) 

m. (1643) Martha Poor 

¼ 

Francis (1652-1698) 

m. (1674) Ann Jewin (? -1702) 

¼ 

Joseph (1677-1748) 

m. Elizabeth (? -1729) 

 

Joseph (1720-1761) 

m. (1745) Susanna Budden 

 __________________________________________________ 

      

William  (1746-1811) John (? - 1775)     Joseph (1749- 1792)       James (1757-1822) 

 ¼______________________________________________________________ 

 ¼                                                            ¼                                                    

William              James              Frances                Susannah                John               Mary 

1775-1847     c.1777-1843    c.1780-1852        c.1783-1853          c1788-1861           ? 

Page 6               page 15             page 6                   page 8                   page 8  
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They seem to have been fairly wealthy farmers. The elder Joseph made a will under which 

he left his widow what was then a substantial income of £400 per year, to be paid out of 

his copyhold estate at Hinton Martell. His wife Elizabeth had died so he must have 

remarried. They had a daughter Mary who was left £40 when she was 21 and an annuity 

of 50 shillings per year if her mother agrees. There is also provision for a daughter Ann. 

His youngest son Joseph was appointed his executor.  

 

This Joseph, dying comparatively young at the age of 41 in 1761, appears not to have 

made a will and letters of administration to his estate were taken out by his widow 

Susanna. The value of his estate was £738 including livestock, wheat, oats and barley at 

Hinton Martell and Horton, two barns and one leasehold house valued at £36. 

 

Susanna must have had a hard time thereafter. Her son William was only 15 and her 

youngest son Henry, was 2. There are records of five other children, John, Joseph, Thomas 

(who must have died young as there is no other record of him), Susannah and James. 

 

William (b.1746) our ancestor, left home as a young man. We do not know where his 

eldest sons, William (b. 1775) and James, (WJAôs maternal great-grandfather), (b. about 

1777) were born or the name of his wife. However, their next three children were born in 

Hale, Hampshire. Hale is about 10 miles south of Salisbury, in the Avon valley, and 17 

miles north-east of Horton. He presumably had a farm there but there is no evidence of 

this. These were Frances in about 1780; Susannah in about 1783, and John (WJAôs 

paternal grandfather) in about 1788. From his will (see below) there was another daughter, 

Mary. No information about her has been found but see the conjecture below on page 8.  

 

In the meantime, his mother Susanna must have died, as in 1775 his brother John died 

leaving his estate to his brothers Joseph, James and Henry. Henry also died young at the 

age of 22. 

 

Joseph (b.1749) must 

have inherited the farm 

in Hinton Martell. In that 

year, he owned land with 

a value for Land Tax 

purposes of £1.5.0d and 

rented land from the Earl 

of Shaftesbury valued at 

£12.11.0d. Joseph was 

an assessor and collector 

of this tax which is 

presumably an 

indication of his 

standing in the parish. 

However, he died in 

1792 aged 43, his estate 

being inherited by his brother James. (b. 1757). 

 

Williamôs life is continued below but in the meantime that of two of his children is covered 

as they maintained the link with Horton and Hinton Martell. 
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William Ainsworth (1775-1847) 

Although no longer living at Horton William owned some land there, possibly inherited 

from his mother, which was rented to his brother Joseph, and then to his brother James. 

By 1800 he had set up his son William (b. 1775) as a farmer at Horton. 

 

William junior married Wilhelmina Templeman on 19th May 1808.They had a son who 

died in infancy in 1810 and a daughter Lucy Elizabeth in 1811. Wilhelmina herself died 

at the age of 38 in 1813. His uncle James died in 1822, aged 65, a bachelor and William 

inherited his farm. He died in 1847 at the age of 72 and here is an advertisement for the 

sale of his farm effects. 

 

 

His daughter had married Thomas Mayo of Wimborne Minster in 1837. He was of 

independent means according to the 1851 census.  They had a son, named William 

Templeman, in 1838 when living in Bath, but he died in 1857 after receiving education 

through the University of London. Lucy was admitted to a mental home in 1856 and died 

in 1858. The home was in the Salisbury area and the death registered in Alderbury so may 

be this was chosen as being near the rest of the family. 

 

 In the absence of his mother her cousin Sarah Newman (see next section) cared for their 

son during his last illness. In recognition of this Thomas left her a legacy of 19 guineas by 

his will of 1879.  

 

Thomas died in 1884 at which time he was again living in Bath.  As will be seen on page  

116  that there was some dispute over ñMayoôs moneyò 

 

 

Frances Newman (neé Answorth)(c.1780-1852) and William Newman  
(c1777- 1854) - Chalbury 

William seniorôs son, James, married in 1801 but we will return to him later.  His daughter, 

Frances (known as Fanny), may have gone with her brother, William, to Hinton-Martell, 

as on 26th May 1808 she married William Newman there.  This was just seven days after 
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her brotherôs own marriage. Her husband was a farmer from the neighbouring village of 

Chalbury.  That was where they lived and where she died in 1852. Their children were 

Charles born in 1814, Sarah about 1816, Elizabeth about 1817, John about 1821 and 

Robert 1822. Charles became a miller and married in 1847 but both he and Elizabeth died 

in 1848, presumably from the same disease, William died in 1854 and Robert either took 

over the farm and expanded it or relinquished it and took another. Williamôs - Chalbury 

Hill - was 528 acres and Robertôs - Miles Down or South Farm - 700 acres. His sister, 

Sarah lived with him and neither married.  As John married his cousin Mary Ann, Jamesô 

daughter, we shall return to this family later on page 18. 

Ainsworth spelling 

Until around 1800 the name was always spelt Answorth.  This was the spelling used for 

William snr for his second marriage in 1805 and his will. It was used by his daughter 

Frances on her marriage in 1808 but Ainsworth was used for his son Williamôs marriage 

that year. 

 

Clarendon Park  

William Ainsworth (1746-1811) 

I have covered his marriage and the births of his children and probably farm at Hale 

above. He then moved to Clarendon Park, near Salisbury. 

 

His first wife must have died around 1800 as in 1805 he married Jane Bocock in Salisbury. 

She was a spinster aged about 46, he being about 59.  She came from South Collingham, 

Nottingham, where she had a brother and sisters. What she was doing in Salisbury is not 

known!  He was then living in Clarendon Park. He is not mentioned in the Land Tax 

returns in 1798 but his son, James, was resident there at the time of his marriage in 1801. 

In 1804 there was an advertisement for the letting of Queen Manor Farm, then in the 

occupation of William Ainsworth for 7 or 14 years. It consisted of 446 acres of arable and 

10 acres of home close and pasture. As will be seen below Queen Manor Farm was later 

occupied by his son John. May be William had had a  seven year lease which was coming 

to an end and although it was advertised he 

took on a further lease which later was taken 

over by John.  This would place his arrival 

in Clarendon Park and departure from Hale 

in 1797. 

 

A story has been passed down that he was 

the strongest man in the West Country and 

could mount a ladder or steps into his hay 

loft, with a hundredweight sack of corn on 

each shoulder.  These portraits of him and 

his wife Jane (on next page) have passed 

down in the family and at the time of writing 

are held by the family of Elisabeth (neé 

Ainsworth) in Calgary, Canada. 
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Clarendon is about 3 miles west of Salisbury. According to an 1859 directory it was an 

extra-parochial liberty in the parish of Alderbury, which also included the chapelries of 

Farley and Pitton. Clarendon had 187 inhabitants. The following information is given:-

ñHere formerly stood a royal palace, which was a frequent residence of the English kings, 

and was visited by Queen Elizabeth. Henry II assembled a parliament here in 1163 which 

enacted the celebrated ñConstitutions of Clarendonò to restrain the encroachments of the 

Court of Rome. The only remains of the palace are part of a wall overgrown with ivy.  

About a mile from the ruins is Clarendon Park, the seat of Sir Frederick H. Bathurst, Bart. 

Near it formerly stood an Augustine priory, founded by 

Henry II.ò Sir Frederick Bathurst was one of the chief 

landholders and lord of the manor.  

 

William died in 1811 or 1812, aged about 65. By his 

will dated 25th July 1810, he left £300 on trust for his 

widow, Jane, and legacies of £100 to Frances, £10 to 

James and £200 to Susannah. Stating that he had 

sufficiently provided for his son William in his lifetime 

he left the residue, including his leasehold property at 

Hinton Martell, to his son John, then aged about 22, and 

daughter Mary. The executors and trustees were 

William Absalom of Hale, a butcher, and John Reeves 

of Downton (just north of Hale), a maltster. 

 

As will be seen later, James was well established which is probably the reason for the 

nominal amount, and Frances was married. We know nothing about Mary so do not know 

the reason for the distinction between her and Susannah.  

 

In 1822, at the age of about 40, Susannah married William Ratty in Salisbury Cathedral.  

Her address was given as Clarendon Park so she had presumably been living there with 

her brother John. According to census returns William Ratty was of independent means 

and they lived in Winterbourne Gunner, a little north of Salisbury.  She died in 1853 at the 

age of 71. 

 

Williamôs widow, Jane, died in 1827 in Breamore, Hants which is about 2 miles from 

Hale.  One of the witnesses of her will was William Absalom of Hale, one of Williamôs 

trustees. 

 

John Ainsworth (about 1788 ς 1861) 

John, aged 21, and his sister Mary thus inherited the farm at Clarendon in 1811. It is not 

known what became of Mary, but see the conjecture below. John is shown in the Land 

Tax assessments for 1825 and 1826 as the occupier of land with a rental value of £18.2.0, 

the proprietor being Sir F.A.H.Bathurst. 

 

On 24th August 1816 John married Sarah Susannah Maton (1795-1879) of the 

neighbouring parish of Pitton. The Matons would seem to have been a well-established 

farming family in the parish and neighbourhood. Her father was James Maton (1766-

1830) and mother Anne Burt from Lockerley, Hants. There were four Matons, including 

James and William (see below), in the Land Tax assessment for 1798. Sarahôs sister, 
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Letitia (1801-1867) married another William Maton (d. 1849), a farmer in the parish of 

Downton, which is down the river from Alderbury and just north of Hale.  

 

John and Sarah Ainsworth, WJAôs paternal grandparents, had six, or possibly seven, 

children; - Anne (1821), John (c.1824), James (WJAôs father) (1826), Charlotte (c.1828), 

Elizabeth (baptised 1830), Mary (baptised 1830), and Letitia (baptised 1841). The years 

of birth of Anne and John are based on census returns, and in Anneôs case death 

registration, so may not be accurate. James was baptised on 28th January 1826 and WJA 

said that he was born on 1st January 1826. Although Elizabeth and Mary were baptised on 

the same day, they are given different ages in the 1841 census (although the ages in that 

census are very unreliable) so Elizabethôs may have been a late baptism rather than they 

being twins.  We know nothing else about Letitia. Sarah would have been 45 in 1841. The 

baptism was on 14th January but she is not mentioned in the 1841 census so maybe she 

had died. 

 

In 1841 all the children were at home at the farm in Clarendon Park, probably Queen 

Manor Farm, their ages ranging from 20 to 11. A Letitia Ainsworth was also living with 

them aged 43 but she is unidentified. She died in 1847.  If she was a sister of John why 

was she not mentioned in his fatherôs will? Perhaps she was the daughter Mary who shared 

the residuary inheritance with John and had two names. 

 

Johnôs daughter Mary died in 1843 aged about 13 and was buried at Laverstock, which is 

just north of Milford, on 5th July. 

 

John Ainsworth (c1788 ï 1861) m Sarah Maton (1 795-1879) 

   ________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                     

Anne      John   James     Charlotte  Elizabeth 

1821-1914 c1824-1864           1826-1900 c1828-1871          c1829-1900 

      m     unmarried                           m                          m                                m  

James Humby                                 Matilda Blake         Hugh Maton              Samuel Cusse  

2 children      WJA and others         no children                7  children 

pages 11,25,154. page 12               pages 12,116            page 11                    page 11 

 

Sometime before 1851 John and Sarah moved to Bishopsdown Farm, Milford., a 500 acr  

e farm employing 20 men.  This farm is on earlier Ordnance Survey maps but the area is 

now developed. The name Bishopsdown can be seen in the top left corner of the map 

below.  The farm in Clarendon would seem to have been taken over by John and James, 

or by John assisted by James. This is described in the 1851 census as a 500-acre farm 

employing 7 men, 2 women and 3 boys and known as Queen Manor Farm. Their sister 

Charlotte was living with them as housekeeper and they had a servant girl and three 

labourers living in the house. This farm still exists and can be seen on the Ordnance Survey 

map below. 
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Sometime between 1853 and 1858 when he made his will, John retired, the farm being 

taken over by his son-in-law Samuel Cusse, and they went to live elsewhere and 

ultimately in the village of Pitton, where they were in 1861 at the time of the census. 

There is no name for the house in the census. In the will he gives his address as Lobcombe 

Cottage, near Salisbury (which could be anywhere!) and in an advertisment for creditors 

after his death he is described as formerly of Lobcombe Cottage and late of Pitton. He died 

on 23rd April 1861 and was buried in Pitton. 

 

His estate was considerable, being about £9000 and he had already made gifts to his sons 

and sons-in-law totalling £7430, which were to be brought into account in the distribution 

of his estate. He gave an annuity of £99 to his wife and the residue was divided equally 

between his five children with the daughters having life interests, their shares ultimately 

going to their children. His executors were his son John and friend Stephen Seaward, 

another local farmer. He also appointed his nephew James (see page 16) but he did not 

prove the will. He is described as a landed proprietor on his death certificate and his will 

refers to a freehold property in Romsey and two leasehold properties in Pitton 

 

WJA would have been only five years old at the date of his grandfatherôs death so 

presumably had little memory of him. His grandmother, Sarah, lived to be 84 being buried 

with her husband in 1879. She did not stay in Pitton and would have moved to be near her 

daughter Elizabeth Cusse. In 1863, when her son John made his will she was at Ford which 

is near Bishopsdown; in the 1871 census she was somewhere in the parish of Laverstock, 

her granddaughter Rachel Cusse being with her; and at her death she was at Elm Grove, 

Milford with the Cusse family.  As WJA was living close by until he was at least 12 he 

must have had recollections but nothing was mentioned by him, unlike about his maternal 

grandmother. 
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The grave memorial is substantial, an indication of his wealth, and can be seen in the above 

photograph under the window to the right of the church entrance.  The wording on the side 

of the tomb is:- 

John Ainsworth 

Died April 23rd 1861. Aged 73 years 

In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up 

In the evening it is cut down and whithereth 

 

The inscription on the opposite side is:- 

In Memory of Sarah 

Relick of John Ainsworth who died on 21st March 1879 

 

 

WƻƘƴ !ƛƴǎǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ daughters ς Humby, Cusse and Maton families 

 

On 10th February 1849 Anne, aged about 27, married James Humby, six years younger. 

In 1851 they were living in Milford and he was described as a bankerôs accountant. He 

was to play a notable part in WJAôs life. Their first child, Margaret Sarah, was born that 

year. For further information on this family see page 25 
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On 17th November 1850 Elizabeth, aged 21, married Thomas Blake, a farmer in 

Winterbourne Earl, about 4 miles north of Salisbury. Her sister Charlotte and Anneôs 

husband James Humby were witnesses. Thomas Blake was a widower aged 36 but within 

a few months he was dead as in the 1851 census she was described as a farmerôs widow. 

She presumably returned to her parents as she was living in Milford at the time of her 

second marriage on 18th May 1853 at St.Martinôs, Salisbury to Samuel Cusse. He was 

described as a maltster but was the second son of a farmer in Idmiston, north of Salisbury. 

Charlotte was also witness to that marriage together with their brother, James. 

 

Samuel Cusse went back into farming and took over Bishopsdown Farm from his father-

in-law possibly soon after the marriage and they were there in 1861 They had four children 

by then and three more came later. By 1864, at the time of the death of Elizabethôs brother 

John, they were in Idmiston. Samuelôs father died in 1865 so may be he had returned to 

help., but by 1871 he had given up farming and was in Milford, eventually in Milton 

Cottage, Elm Grove. In 1891 he was described as land measurer.  In that year their 

daughter Rachel was with her uncleô WJAôs father Jamesô and Jamesô daughter Sarah in 

Breamore,  

 

In 1853 Charlotte herself, aged 24, married into the Maton family. Her husband was  

Hugh Maton (1829-1885) whose father, Thomas (b.1800), was a son of the William 

mentioned above. Charlotteôs brother, James (WJAôs father) was a witness.  The 

relationship between William Maton and Sarahôs father, James Maton, has not been 

established. Both Thomas and Hugh appear in the Clarendon directory of 1859 as 

farmers. In 1861 Hugh and Charlotte were living at Rangers Lodge, Clarendon with a 

306 acre farm employing 8 labourers and 4 boys. This can also be seen today on the 

Ordnance Survey map. There is no record of any children. After 1865 they moved away 

from Clarendon but not far as in 1871 they were at Breamore and had a 318-acre farm 

there, but Charlotte died later that year. Hugh must then have given up farming as by 

1879 he was working with James Humby (see page 25).   

James Ainsworth (1826-1900) and brother John Ainsworth (1824-1864) 

In the meantime, on 23rd December 1852, James (WJAôs father) married his cousin 

Matilda Blake and details of her family are given in the next chapter. We now have WJAôs 

own recollections in addition to public records. These recollections were recorded by his 

daughter Lucy Wates in 1941 when he was 86. 

 

The Fire 

According to WJAôs own account they had a farm in Pitton which is where he was born 

in 1855.  He recounts that this farm was burnt down: - ñI think I might have been partly 

responsible for it. We were playing in the barn and piled up a lot of inflammatory material. 

Someone must have set it alight. The barn caught fire, then the other barns, then the house 

and another house and all our furniture. We moved to Clarendon Farm and what was left 

of our belongings we carried there.ò  

 

This story corresponds with a newspaper report on 7th May 1861 about a devastating fire 

at Pitton which resulted in the destruction of two farm houses and out-buildings and three 

cottages.  It started in a barn and spread to Mr Matonôs house and a cottage and shortly 

afterwards reached the farm-house occupied by Mr Ainsworth. It states that the fire is 

supposed to have originated from two children playing with a box of lucifer matches.  The 

report indicates that this was in the village of Pitton. 
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There is however a puzzle.  According to the census in 1861, carried out on 7th April, they 

were at Savages Farm in Clarendon. Savageôs Farm may be the farm WJA described as 

Clarendon Farm but they were already there before the fire! The other inconsistency is 

that the public records, including his own birth certificate, show that all Jamesô children 

were born in Clarendon and not Pitton. They all show their place of birth in subsequent 

censuses as Clarendon and this is their place of abode in baptism records.  The baptisms 

were at St.Martinôs in Salisbury which would have been their motherôs church. The three 

eldest children were born before 1861. 

 

To add to the puzzle, or possibly solve it, at the time of the census Jamesô father John was 

living in Pitton but he died on 23rd April  before the fire. Included amongst his neighbours 

was Henry Maton, a farmer and Henry Cundick a labourer. Henry Maton was the brother 

of his son-in-law Hugh. The newspaper report says that the fire spread to two cottages one 

of which was occupied by Henry Cundick. Although the report says a farm-house 

occupied by Mr Ainsworth and John Ainsworth was dead, could it be that that was the 

house that was destroyed and WJAôs memory was muddled?  He was, after all, only five 

and the information was passed on 80 years later.  Perhaps his grandmother Sarah moved 

then nearer to the Cusse family as she did not have a house to live in. 

 

 

 

Savages Farm and Queen Manor Farm 

Savages Farm is very close to Queen Manor Farm and can be seen on the map. WJA 

described the latter, which was owned by his uncle John, as ñthe upper farmò. It can be 

seen on the map as being up the lane from Savages Farm.  In 1851 Savages Farm was 

occupied by a farmer aged 70 so presumably he retired giving up his lease and James took 

it on after his marriage. The description in 1861 was 420 acres employing 4 men and 3 

boys. 

 

The land is adjacent to 

the remains of 

Clarendon Palace. 

This is now looked 

after and more of the 

ruins are visible than in 

the description given 

in the quotation at the 

beginning of this 

chapter. There are 

notice boards giving 

descriptions of the buildings as they would have been.  

 

 

John Ainsworth 

Jamesô brother John never married. In 1861 there was a James Maton, as bailiff, with him 

at Queen Manor Farm and Mary Lock, the housekeeper. He died in 1864 at the age of only 

40 and was buried in Pitton. There is no sign of the grave. WJA said that he was a ñterribleò 

drinker and died from it. This is borne out by the death certificate which gives the cause 

of death as chronic disease of the liver.  
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He must have been seriously ill in October 1863 when he made a will, witnessed by Mary 

Lock, giving his estate to his mother subject to one legacy and appointing Samuel Cusse 

and James Humby as executors. In that month there is also an advert showing that  he  

gave up the farmô selling the live and dead stock. So ended the familyôs occupation of 

Queen Manor Farm after probably 66 years. He seems to have moved to Winterbourne 

Gunner where he was cared for by Mary Lock to whom, in thanks, he gave all his personal 

belongs in a codicil to his will of 29th September 1864. On the 24th October he made a 

further codicil amending the will so as to give his mother a life interest with remainder to 

his four siblings. His death three days later death was registered by Mary Lock, as being 

present. His estate was about £600 so he would have been living on his inheritance. In 

1871 Mary Lock was a publican in Ford. 

 

Departure from Clarendon 

Thus in 1861 four Ainsworth families had farms in Clarendon or nearby ï John in Queen 

Manor Farm, James and Matilda in Savages Farm, Elizabeth and Samuel Cusse in 

Bishopsdown Farm and Hugh and Charlotte Maton in Rangers Lodge Farm.  The farms 

in Clarendon Park would all have been leased from the landowner, Sir Frederick Hervey-

Bathurst, 3rd baronet who resided in Clarendon House and was a notable cricketer. The 

directories for the 1850s show him, John and James Ainsworth, Hugh and Thomas Maton 

and about three other farmers. In addition, their parents were in Pitton and sister Anne 

with James Humby in Milford. 

 

By 1871 they were all gone, except the Cusse family living in Milford, but not farming, 

and grandmother Sarah, thus bringing the long family connection with Clarendon Park to 

an end.  

 

The last record of James in Clarendon is in an 1867 directory. WJA recounted that he was 

given notice to quit as he had been caught shooting rabbits and other game, which had 

been destroying his crops.  James could not make his farm pay because of the pests and it 

was illegal to destroy them. He complains that brother John also shot game but ñnobody 

said anything to him about it!ò Lord Bathurst (should be Sir F.Bathurst) sent in a notice 

and his mother read it. ñI remember her reading it and weeping ï she saw her home again 

taken from herò 
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Salisbury  
Let us now return to WJAôs mother, Matilda.  She was his fatherôs first cousin once 

removed, her grandfather being James (b. about 1777), brother of his grandfather John 

(b.1790)  When giving accounts of their father Williamôs children on page 5 and 6 it was 

stated that we would return to James later. 

James Ainsworth (about 1777 ς 1843) 

Unlike the rest of the family he did not go into farming but became a maltster. Technically 

a maltster is a maker of malt for use in brewing, but it seems the description may have 

been used for anyone involved with the making or selling of beer. On 12th Sept 1801, at 

the age of about 23, he married, in Salisbury Cathedral, Sarah Reeve of Laverstock, a 

village between Salisbury and Clarendon, just north of Milford. She may have been a 

relative, even daughter, of John Reeve, a maltster, who was an executor and trustee of 

Williamôs will. The will was made in 1810 and John Reeve was then living in the village 

of Downton, which is just north of Hale. Assuming that he had always been living there 

he may have been a local friend of William.  Maybe James was apprenticed to John Reeve 

and that is how he met his wife. Marriage in the cathedral may indicate some status. James 

was successful and ultimately wealthy. Possibly he was helped initially by the Reeve 

family, but this is all conjecture. By 1811 he must have been well established as his father, 

William, only left him a nominal amount in his will prepared that year (see on page 8) 

 

Their son, James, was born on 2nd December 1801, only three months after the marriage, 

and baptised in Laverstock the following June. There were two more children - Sarah 

(WJAôs grandmother), born 22nd August 1805 and Elizabeth, baptised 21st October 1808 

at St.Thomasôs, Salisbury. Sarah herself died in 1815 at the age of only 35 and was buried 

in Laverstock. 

 

James Ainsworth (c.1777-1843) m Sarah Reeve (c1780-1815) 

           __________________________________________ 

                              

 James (1801-1875)  Sarah (1805-1887) Elizabeth (1808-1892) 

          m       m           m 

 Marianna Salter           George Blake        Nathaniel Rowden 

      ______________                    

                        Matilda and others  5 children 

Augusta        Samuel    see page 19              

m Henry Huntley            see page 17 

 see page 16    WJA  

 

By 1819 he had married again to Elizabeth Bebe. We know nothing of her. We know the 

first name from the baptism of their first daughter and the surname from a letter written 

by Annie Huntley (see two pages below). Their daughter Fanny Eliza was baptised at 

St.Martinôs, Salisbury on 18th May 1820 and their second daughter Mary Ann was born in 

about 1823. 
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The family lived in Brown Street 

where he had a malthouse and the Star 

Inn as mentioned in a directory of 

1822. By the time he wrote his will in 

1837 he had acquired other public 

houses, all freehold: - The George and 

Dragon in Castle Street, Salisbury, 

The White Horse Inn, also in Castle 

Street and The Crown Inn in 

Fordingbridge, 12 miles from 

Salisbury down the Avon. An 

advertisement for letting in 1833 

indicates that he also owned a 

substantial four-story house near to the Crown Inn.  

 

Other than The White Horse, these inns are standing today and protected as Grade II listed 

buildings. The White Horse Inn seems to have been rebuilt at the end of the 19th century. 

The Star Inn is at present called The Rai dôOr (see 2023 photo above).  In 1830 The George 

and Dragon (2023 photo below) was occupied by William Reeve so another possible 

family connection, although according to his will he bought it from the estate of someone 

else. He bought the 

White Horse Inn from 

Isaac Petty who owned 

it in 1822. but it is not 

mentioned in the 1830 

directory. WJA had a 

recollection of the 

White Horse Inn from 

when he was about 8 

years old ï maybe he 

had just been told that 

his great-grandfather 

had owned it and it may 

have still been held in 

trust then ï see below.]  

 

James Ainsworth junior (1801 ς about 1875) and Huntley family 

His son, James, went back into farming, acquiring a farm, presumably with his fatherôs 

financial assistance, in the parish of Winterborne Tomson, south of Blandford Forum in 

Dorset. This must have been some time in the 1820s and he may have been accompanied 

by his sister, Sarah, as she was married in that parish on 1st November 1827 to George 

Blake.  He was from the parish of St.Edmund in Salisbury so they would have known each 

other in Salisbury.  It was another eight years before James, himself, married Marianna 

Paull Davies, neé Salter, a widow,in 1835. She was born in about 1811 so some nine years 

younger. Her previous marriage in 1832 in Poole, where she resided, was to John L.Davies 

from Middlesex but the witnesses were Jamesô uncle William Ainsworth from Hinton 

Martell and Williamôs daughter Lucy Elizabeth (on page 6). This is curious, from which 

various conjectures as to how they met can be made.  They had three children ï Augusta 

Elizabeth born in 1838, James born the following year, but he died at the age of 10, and 
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Samuel Salter born in 1841. Their house was Tomson House or the Farm House, Tomson 

so presumably the main farm of the village and it comprised 470 acres employing ten men, 

and four boys. Marianna died in 1866, aged 54, and James in 1875, aged 74. Samuel took 

over the farm, married in 1877 and had two children but died in 1885, aged 43. 

 

In 1851 Augusta was a boarder, with five others, at a girlôs school in Wimborne Minster.  

May be this education paid off as in 1859 she made a very successful marriage to Henry 

Evan Huntley. He lived in Tarrant Keyneston, about 6 miles away. His father, Thomas 

Huntley, who died two years earlier, was a partner in Huntley & Palmer, the famous biscuit 

makers in Reading. Henry did not go into the business so the partnership was wound up, 

although the Huntley name retained, and he received £30,000 for his share ï a huge sum 

in those days. He bought an estate at Charlton Marshall nearby. They had a son, Henry, 

and daughter Ada (known as Annie). This family may have played a significant part in 

WJAôs life as will be seen later. By coincidence WJAôs son, Norman, married someone 

from the Palmer family about 100 years later. 

Rowden family and Overton connection 

Returning to Salisbury and the household in Brown Street, Sarah (WJAôs maternal 

grandmother), as already noted, had left to go to Westborne Tomson with her brother in 

the 1820s and then married George Blake returning to Salisbury to live in Exeter Street. 

We will return to them later. In 1834 her sister Elizabeth married Nathaniel Rowden. 

 

Nathaniel was a farmer with a farm at North Oakley, a hamlet half way between 

Kingsclere and Overton in Hampshire, west of Basingstoke, comprising about 370 acres 

and employing 8 men and 4 boys. They had five children, only three of whom survived.  

Following, or probably before, Nathanielôs death in 1873 aged 75 the farm was taken over 

by his son John Rowden (born 1843) who married and had two children and died in 1901. 

Nathaniel and Elizabethôs daughter, Elizabeth, born 1834 married in 1857 a local farmer, 

Anthony Budd, who had a much larger farm, Quidhampton Farm, Overton, comprising 

760 acres and employing 13 men and 11 boys. Elizabeth, herself, lived to be 84, dying in 

1892, and lived with the Budd family in her last years. As will be seen on page 151, which 

includes a photo with both Sarah and Elizabeth in it, other members of family later came 

to Overton, the connection between Salisbury and Overton possibly being aided by the 

new railway connection, Overton being on the line to Basingstoke and London. 

 

James Ainsworth snr last years and will 

It seems that he decided to retire in 1933 at the age of about 56. He was probably actively 

managing the Star Inn until that year when there is an advertisement to let it and a notice 

in January 1834 for debtors and creditors as at 25th December 1833, describing him as 

ñlate brewerò 

 

Sometime prior to the making of his will on 23rd November 1837, and possibly shortly 

before then as it may have prompted it, Jamesô second wife, Elizabeth, died and thereafter 

he was living with his two daughters by that marriage, Fanny Eliza aged 17 in 1837 and 

Mary Ann, about 13.  He died, aged 66, on 21st April 1843 and was buried, as requested 

in his will, in the grave of his first wife, Sarah, at Laverstock. A quick walk round the 

graveyard at Laverstock did not reveal any grave stone. His name in the burial register 

appears just before that of his brother Johnôs,daughter Mary (see page 9).  This is a 
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photograph of a painting of the church in 1804 taken from the website of the Laverstock 

and Ford Local History Group. The present church was built in about 1855. 

 

By his will, as amended by a subsequent codicil he gave his house and other properties in 

Brown Street to his son 

James, then various 

properties in trust for 

his daughters for life 

with remainder to their 

children. The properties 

were a freehold 

property to Sarah, the 

George and Dragon to 

Elizabeth, the Crown 

Inn in Fordingbridge to 

Fanny Eliza and The 

White Horse Inn to 

Mary Ann.  After 

providing for certain annuities that he had given to his sister Susannah (described as 

Susan) and her husband William Ratty (on page 8) he gave the residue to his five children 

in equal shares but Sarahôs and Elizabethôs to be held in trust for them for life with 

remainder to their children.  The trustees were his son James, his brother John in Clarendon 

and his nephew Charles Newman, son of his sister Frances (on page 6). He also appointed 

his brother Johnôs son, John, but he was underage, being only 19, at the date of his death. 

 

Newman family 

William Ainsworth 1746-1811 

    _____________________ 

              

  Frances c.1780-1852  James c1777 ï 1843 

 m William Newman c1777-1854     m Elizabeth Bebe ? ï c.1837 

 ___________________  ______________________  

                       

Charles 1814-1848 John 1820-1892 m Mary Ann c1823-1873  Fanny  c1820-c1893 

 

For completeness I am supplying such information as I have found about Jamesô daughters 

by his second marriage, Fanny and Mary, although there would not seem to have been any 

lasting connection with WJA.  They presumably remained in Brown Street after their 

fatherôs death until Mary, at the age of about 21, married on 4th June 1845 her first cousin, 

John Newman, aged about 24, brother of Charles Newman mentioned above, and son of 

Jamesô sister Frances. As recounted on page 6 the Newman family had a farm at Chalbury, 

between Hinton Martell and Horton, although at the time of the marriage John, although 

described as a farmer, was resident in London and they were married at St.Martinôs in the 

Fields, Westminster, Fanny being one of the witnesses. 

 

They had a son William Ainsworth Newman born near Devizes so this must have been 

their initial home before they moved to Didlington Mill, near Chalbury. The evidence from 

the census returns is that the family had acquired this mill before 1841 when Johnôs 

brother, Charles was living in Didlington and described as a miller, Having married in 
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1847, Charles died the following year.  John must then have taken over the mill as in the 

1851 census he and Mary Ann are living in Didlington and he is described as a mealman. 

There was a small farm attached to it and John describes himself thereafter as a farmer, 

the farm being known as Mill Farm. Mary Ann died in 1873, aged 50 and John continued 

living at Didlington Mill until his death in 1892. 

 

Fanny Eliza never married and she would seem to have lived most of the time with her 

sister Mary Ann and after her death with John Newman. However in 1861 she was with 

her half-brother James Ainsworth in Tomson (on page 16) and described as a servant. 

Mary Ann happened to be there also. described as a visitor. so may be Fanny was living 

there for a  time to help out and Mary Ann was visiting her. 

Sarah Blake (22.8.1805-30.7.1887) 

Having now followed the lives of all of Jamesô other children, although these have taken 

us away from Salisbury to various farms, we will return to WJAôs grandmother Sarah. As 

already stated, on page 16 she married George Blake, aged 21, on 1st November 1827. 

Little is known of his family. His parents James and Maria Matilda were resident in 

St.Martinôs parish, Salisbury. His mother was not able to sign her name at her marriage, 

was baptised by her mother Sara only and bore her motherôs surname - Peavy. There 

would thus not seem to have been a farming background but he became a farmer in 

Romsey, Hampshire, perhaps through Ainsworth connections. As mentioned above on 

page 10 Sarahôs uncle John Ainsworth owned property in Romsey. 
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Their daughters, Sarah Elizabeth and 

Matilda Maria, WJAôs mother, (clearly 

named after Georgeôs mother but with the 

names reversed) were born there in 1828 

and 1830 but Sarah died the following 

year.  Although in 1841 they were back in 

Salisbury he still described himself as a 

farmer in the census. A daughter, Mary 

Ann had been born in 1839 but died in 

1842. Their home was ultimately in Exeter 

Street, Salisbury (WJA thinks it was 

No.39), just round the corner from Sarahôs 

childhood home in Brown Street and the 

Star Inn (see Google map above, the inn 

being on the north-eastern corner of 

Brown Street and St.Ann Street), but 

when their daughter Eliza Mary was born 

on 12th January 1845 they were living in 

Bemerton on the road out of Salisbury to 

the west to Wilton.  George was described 

for the baptism as gentleman. Eliza Mary 

was a twin but her twin sister, Fanny Louise, only lived for eight months. She was known 

by her second name of Mary and is referred to hereafter by that name. Sarahôs father 

having died in 1843, Sarah would have been benefitting from her inheritance so perhaps 

they were living on that. Or may be the house in Exeter Street was the property that was 

left in trust, the address of which was not given in the will. 

 

Sarah recorded the dates and times of the birth of her children and the deaths of those who 

did not live long in a bible which had been given to her shortly before her marriage. Some 

of the information above comes from this. As to the history of the bible see page 152. 

George died in 1847 at the age of 41 and was buried at St. Martinôs, his address being 

given as Exeter Street. In the 1851 census Sarah is described as a proprietor of houses, but 

that might be a simplified way of saying that she had a life interest in houses. Thus, Sarah 

was left alone with Matilda aged 17 and Mary aged 2 until Matilda, aged 22 married her 

motherôs first cousin James Ainsworth in 1852 as already narrated on page 12 and see 

diagram below.  At the time of the 1861 census Sarah was with Matilda and James in 

Clarendon, presumably helping with the children but her home was still Exeter Street. 

Maryôs whereabouts is not known.  Perhaps she was at a school somewhere. 

 

William Ainsworth 1746 

    ______________________ 

 

   John c 1788   James c 1777 

 

                    Sarah Blake 1805 

      ___________________ 

 

   James 1826    m.   Matilda 1830 Mary 1845 m John Hockey  

    WJA and others 
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Mary married John Hockey at St.Martinôs on 16th June 1866, James and Matilda being 

witnesses. He was described as a farmer from Overton although in the 1861 census he 

described himself as a farmerôs assistant. Perhaps he was working on the Rowden farm at 

North Oakley, Overton and that was how they met on visits by Mary to her aunt Elizabeth. 

He did not remain in farming but became a corn merchant. Their first child, Sarah Jane 

was born at Exeter Street on 3rd February 1867 and there was a second child named James 

Ainsworth Hockey the following year born in Overton. 

 

Sarah must then have decided to leave Salisbury and go to live with the Hockey family as 

by the 1871 census she is living with them.   We will return to the families in Overton later 

in Chapter 10 on page 151 but now go back to WJA and his parents 
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W.J Ainsworth ôs childhood and youth 
 

James Ainsworth (1826-1900) m 1852 Matilda Maria Blake(1830-1875) 

           ______________________________________________   

       ¼   ¼           

Sarah (1854-1938) William (1855-1943) Lettie (1856-1939) Louie (1863-1874) 

 

James and Matilda had four children: - Sarah Victoria b.25.5.1854 (baptised 25.6.1854), 

William John b.18.9.1855 (baptised 17.10.1855), Letitia Mary 10.11.1856 (baptised 2.12. 

1856) and Maria Louisa 16.11.1862 (baptised 1.1.1863).  They were all born at Clarendon 

Park but baptised at St.Martinôs in Salisbury, being the church of their mother and 

grandmother Sarah Blake, except Sarah who was baptised at Laverstock. Their childhoods 

were at the farm until, as recounted above (page 14) they had to leave in about 1868 when 

William would have been 12 or13. 

 

His grandmother, Sarah Blake, arranged for William to go to school in The Close in 

Salisbury, the name of the school master being Dicky Lloyd, and he had his dinners at her 

house in Exeter Street. He walked three miles to school and back every day. This would 

have taken him down the valley from Savageôs Farm, passing the site of Clarendon Palace 

up on the left, past his aunt and uncleôs farm Rangerôs Lodge, across the River Bourne and 

up into the town. See the map on page 9.  I walked down the path from the fam in 2023 

and this is a photo of a section between the palace and Rangerôs Lodge Farm. 

 

 

 He described the house in Exeter Street as being just opposite the wall of the cathedral 

grounds and it was subsequently pulled down. In fact, it would seem from inspection that 

it would have been on the boundary of the cathedral grounds and that all the houses on 

that side of the road were pulled down and replaced by a wall. (see map above on page 

19)  It was a rendezvous for all the district farmers on market and fair days ï whether he 

meant the house or the road is not clear 

 

William recounted that after leaving Clarendon they moved south to Lymington and had 

a dairy-farm there with 40 cows for a short time but James was not cut out for a dairy 

farmer. He was a heavy drinker and his misfortunes made him worse. They then moved 

to a small house in Christchurch and those were óthin timesô. His mother struggled on 
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heroically and his grandmother came from Salisbury to live with them and help. William 

sang in a choir in Christchurch. 

 

William has recorded that he left home for the first time on 21st December 1870 (aged 15). 

It is not known what he did for schooling after leaving the school in Salisbury. His sister 

Sarah must also have left home about then as in the 1871 census she, at the age of 17, was 

with a family in Brading, Sandown, Isle of Wight described as a governess. 

The 1871 census shows James and Matilda as being in Christchurch with children Letitia 

(aged 14) and Louisa (aged 8) and a lodger. James is described as a retired farmer.  Sarah 

Blake was not with them at the time of the census but, as already mentioned, was with her 

daughter Mary in Overton. 

Reading 

On leaving home William seems to have gone to Aldershot as he recorded that he left 

Aldershot on the 18th January 1871 to go to Reading.  He was thus only there for about 

three weeks and who he was with and what he was doing is not known. It must have been 

a short break before commencing a four-year apprenticeship from 8th March with 

Shepherdôs, a grocer, in Reading. This apprenticeship had been arranged by his 

grandmother, Sarah Blake, for the payment of £30. How did she have a contact in 

Reading?  This must have been through her brother, James Ainsworth, and/or niece 

Augusta Huntley, the Huntleys having family and the connection with Huntley & Palmers 

in Reading (seeon page 17). William said that his grandmother was very good to him and 

she was clearly a very strong support for him in his early life. Later there were frequent 

visits to her at Overton where she was living with her daughter Mary and the Hockey 

family. 

 

After about two years at Shepherdôs there was an incident. He got at loggerheads with one 

of the assistants, a married man much older than himself.  This man ñattempted to punch 

my head, but didnôt succeed. His head (presumably the manôs) was covered in bruises.  

For this I was sent for by Shepherd and told to go home.ò  His grandmother went to 

Shepherd and told him that he could not terminate the arrangement like that as she had 

paid for his indenture.  He stayed on but only for a short while. He left on 7tth July 1873. 

He was friendly with another grocer, Parfitt, who was secretary of the cricket club, and 

Parfitt took him on in his shop on 2nd August 1873 

 

Reading was Williamôs home for five years, formative years between ages 15 and 20. The 

family background seems to have been very Church of England.  There is no sign of non-

conformism and he and his siblings were all baptised in his motherôs and grandmotherôs 

parish church.  However, presumably influenced by friends and acquaintances in Reading, 

he became a Baptist and he recorded that he was baptised at the Kings Road Chapel on 

10th May 1874. The Reading Central Library is now on the site of that chapel.  Williamôs 

religion was to become a dominant feature of his life. 
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Deaths of mother and sister 

There were two sad events during those years which were very 

distressing for him.  His sister, Maria Louisa, known as Louie, 

died on 30th August 1874, at the age of 12. He thought the cause 

of death was measles. The death certificate states fever and 

effusion of water on the brain. He was very fond of her and kept 

a lock of her hair which is still with the family archives. This is a 

photo of her at a younger age.  

 

The following year on 10th May 1875 his 

mother also died, aged 45, the cause of 

death being cancer of the uterus.  They 

both died and were buried in Wylye.  This 

is about 8 miles to the north-west of 

Salisbury so sometime between 1871 and 

1874 they had moved there. The reason for 

the move is not known but may be James 

had found some work through a contact in 

Salisbury. His occupation on Louieôs death 

certificate was given as labourer but on 

Matildaôs as retired farmer. 

 

Williamôs sister, Letitia (known as Lettie), 

was aged 18 at the death of their mother.  It 

seems probable that she went to live with 

her aunt Mary Hockey and grandmother in 

Overton as in 1879 she became engaged to 

Thomas (óTomô) Henry Loveridge, whose father was a draper and grocer with a shop in 

Winchester Street there. William recorded in his diary that the father was to retire from 

the business and pass it on to Tom. He was satisfied with this engagement which was so 

different from the former one, of which there are no details. For a photograph of the family 

at this wedding, which took place in September 1880 see page 151. 

 

With so many of his relatives living in Overton this became a frequent stop for William in 

later years. 

Engagement 

The other event while in Reading was that he became engaged to Nellie Cooper. This 

seems to have been a formal engagement made on 17th June 1875. We donôt know 

anything about her except that her family was probably a connection of Mr and Mrs Parfitt. 

There is a public record of an Ellen Sarah Cooper, born in 1851, the daughter of an 

architect and auctioneer in Castle Street, which may have been her. 

Woolwich 

He left Parfitts and worked for another firm, presumably also grocers, from November 

1875 to Feb 1876.   He then made a big move, leaving Reading and moving to London 

where he was employed by Topleys in Woolwich from 7th March. The familyôs 

information is that this was on the site of the future Woolwich Equitable Building Society 

offices. However, a photo from about 1868 in Wikimedia Commons shows a building on 
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the west side of Beresford Square as a Tea Coffee Provision Warehouse.  The only thing 

known about his stay in Woolwich, although this was very significant later and the reason 

why it is known, was that he became friends with George Frederick Wates. The story is 

that they met through doing voluntary work at the Conduit Road Ragged School in 

Woolwich but it may be simply that they went to the same Baptist chapel. George was 

about two years younger.  He came from a family who were Baptists, devoted much of his 

time to church activities and at about this time at the age of 19 gave his first sermon to the 

Baptist Mission at Deptford. Their friendship was renewed in 1882/3 when William was 

living in Holloway and George in nearby Stoke Newington where, having become a 

Congregationalist, he was choir master at Raleigh Memorial Chapel. 

 

The very precise dates mentioned above come from his own record which has survived.  

He also recorded his wages which may be of interest to note.  They rose from £14 per year 

to £25 per year while at Parfitts. They were £35 at the next firm and then £75 at Topleys 

rising to £1.12 per week. (which is about £83 per year) 

James Humby 

He was not there for very long as early in 1877 he was taken on by his uncle James Humby, 

the husband of his fatherôs sister Anne whom we last noted as living in Milford, Salisbury, 

in 1851 and giving his occupation as bankerôs clerk. (page 11 ).A second daughter, Mary 

Letitia (known as Polly) was born in 1855 in Devizes. In 1863, when his brother-in-law 

John Ainsworth made his will, they were living in Dalston, London.  James had become 

an entrepreneur.  In 1871 they were living in Eden Vale House, Westbury and he described 

himself as an iron master and merchant. Polly, aged 19 married James Pocock Hall in 1874 

in Westbury, where they continued to live and had three children.  By 1876 James and 

Anne had moved to Bath and Margaret, aged 26, married Ezra James Knight there in that 

year. He had become involved with coal mining in South Wales, being described as a 

colliery proprietor in the 1881 and 1891 censuses, and also having an office in London in 

Finsbury Circus. 

 

He seems to have helped Anneôs sister Charlotteôs husband, Hugh Maton, after he retired 

from farming following Charlotteôs death (see page 12). From an entry in Williamôs diary 

mentioned below it may be that part of Charlotteôs inheritance from her father, in which 

Hugh would have had a life interest after her death, was invested in the business.  He 

worked briefly at a depot in Trowbridge in 1879 before it was sold, although William had 

predicted that he would take to drinking again and lose the business. Other work must 

have been found for him as at his death in 1885 he was living at Llangonoyd, near 

Bridgend in Glamorganshire and described as a colliery manager.  Although buried there, 

a memorial was added to Charlotteôs grave in Braemore. 

 

Why James Humby came to Bath is not known.  Maybe it was a convenient place from 

which to manage the business in Wales with a good connection to London.  They lived at 

Rosewyn Villa, 4 Cambridge Place from 1876 until at least 1884.  There is a Cambridge 

Terrace off Widcombe Hill so maybe it was near there.  
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Working for Uncle Humby 

So, William, aged about 22, came to Bath to join 

him. His address by 1879 was 2 St. Matthews 

Place, Pulteney Road. This is at the bottom of 

Widcombe Hill so is possibly a place that  

ñUncle Humbyò found for him. Once in Bath he 

naturally would have sort out and joined the 

Baptist Church, of which more later. 

 

There is no information as to what the financial 

arrangement with his uncle was, whether he just 

received a salary or whether there was some sort 

of profit sharing. The office was at his uncleôs 

house and his uncle was frequently at his office 

in London. The fortunes of the business were 

clearly a great worry to him, but whether this 

was because his income was affected or it was 

just part of the job is not clear. His uncle 

speculated resulting in a constant struggle to 

remain solvent and he resented being brought 

into it..  

 

William kept a diary for a few months from September 1879. Over the period of the diary 

there was a continual struggle with various schemes to borrow or raise up to £15,000 to 

save some deeds deposited with a bank which was in liquidation. In his summary of the 

year to May 1881, being the last entry in the diary, he wrote that the long business struggle 

not yet over but some hope.   There was always some hope!  One aspect of the hope was 

the possibility of a company being promoted to purchase the business for £135,000 which 

gives some idea of the scale of it. 

 

 Here are a few quotes from the diary:- 

ñBusiness is just one long effort to keep our creditors and not pay our debt and thus it has 

been for three weary years until the whole heart is sick of the thing.ò 

ñUncleôs only love in life is business ï cares nothing for music, poetry, literature, society 

his wife, religion, his Godò 

Wishes his uncle was guided by principle and not impulse and expediency. Does not like 

his spirit of concealment and lack of openness. , 

ñMy heart not in this ócompanyô business ï I shall never be at home in itò. In the event, 

the rest of his life was in it, using the experience he had gained with his uncle. 

 

His story continues in Chapter 7 on page 100  
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Chapter 2 - Willway family  

Early Willways at Puriton, Somerset  
The earliest records are to be found in the parish registers of Puriton, a village just 

north of Bridgewater in Somerset. It can be seen now when you are driving south on 

the M5, situated on the left just before junction 23. This photograph of the parish 

church was taken in 2010. 

 

The first record is of the marriage on the 18th Nov 1566 of John Willway and Elnor 

Edmington, but the earliest record to which we can trace the line back is that of the 

marriage of John Willwaie (various spellings were used) to Joane Conuall on the 10th 

Jan 1633. They had a son John who was baptized on the 21st Sept 1634 but Joane died 

in childbirth. 

 

John Willway 

m. (1633) Joane Conuall (d.1634) 

¼ 

John (1634-1693) 

m. (1669) Joane Prixott (d.1682) 

¼ 

Richard (1673 - ?) 

m. Joan (d.1708) 

m. (c1709) Mary 

 ____________________________¼___________________________ 

 ¼    ¼         ¼ 

John (1705)   Robert (1710)    Thomas (c1712) 

?¼  

Thomas (? ï 1792) 
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John married Joane Prixott in 1669 and they had four sons. John, born in 1670 who 

died in 1704, Richard, our ancestor, born on 1st Aug 1673 and two others who died as 

children.  There may also have been a daughter Mary, as there is a record of a 

marriage to George Dribble in 1718. 

 

We know nothing else about them with the exception of Richard. From the parish 

records we know he had a wife Joan, who died in 1708 and by whom he had a son 

John born in 1705. He then married Mary, by whom he had a son Robert in 1710. 

There is a lease to him which survived of about 30 acres of farmland, although 

Richard is described in it as a weaver, mainly in Downend (now on the other side of 

the motorway to Puriton) but with one meadow in the parish of Bawdrip to the East. 

The lease was for a period of 99 years or the lives of Richard and his three sons John, 

Robert and Thomas. So we know that there was a son Thomas born in 1711 or 1712. 

 

The parish records are sporadic 

thereafter and cease in 1750. There 

are no more Willways recorded. 

There is now a gap in our 

knowledge filled only by a pewter 

plate, which was retained in the 

family. This photograph is of the 

reverse of the plate with the 

inscription: - ñThe Gift of John 

Willway to His Nephew Thomas 

Willway Bridgewater. 29th May 

1765.ò John is probably the John 

born in 1705 and Thomas would be 

the son of Robert or Thomas. In 

view of the tendency to name the 

eldest son after the father, I have 

assumed he was the son of Thomas. Robert may have become a weaver as there is 

reference to Robert Willway in a book on the Guild of Weavers. 

 

Perhaps Thomas senior had moved to Bridgewater from Puriton and Thomas junior 

was born there. From an Assignment dated 1798 in the possession of the family we 

know that Thomas junior married Betty and had five children John, Thomas, Sybella, 

Sarah and Mary Ann. There is a record of the baptism of Thomas, son of Thomas and 

Elizabeth on 24th July 1763 at St.Maryôs church, Bridgewater.  There is also a record 

of the baptism of Sibylla, daughter of Thomas and Betty at St Georgeôs church, 

Bristol on 20th December 1767.  
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    Bristol  
Thomas Willway (? ï c1792) 

m. Betty (d.1796) 

__________________________________¼_________________________________ 

¼       ¼  ¼       ¼       ¼ 

John (1758-1825)    Thomas     Mary Ann (d.c.1793)        Sybella(1767)   Sarah(1760) 

m. Susannah Chick) m(1) Mary    m. C. Chapman    m. C. Chapman    m. J. Phillips 

 see next section  (2) Sarah 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

          ¼ 

William 1791       Thomas 1792     James 1793     Elizabeth 1795     George 1796 

m. Hannah Jenkins  m. Mary Gilbert Cock    m. Henry Pallin 

 see Chapter 3            see page 37  see pages 36 and  38 

.ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜs 

In 1781 or shortly thereafter, Betty inherited a cottage in the parish of St George in 

Bristol from a friend. The family had settled in St Georgeôs parish where presumably 

Betty had connections. This is to the east of the city centre. We do not know what her 

maiden name was.  Betty died in 1796. Thomas had died prior to 1793 when Betty 

made her last will. In addition to the property she had inherited, which she was not 

occupying, she owned two other adjacent properties in 1793, one of which she 

occupied, situated near the church on the Marshfield in the parish of St. George. 

These appear to be additional properties because by her will she left the one she 

occupied to her daughter Sibylla and the other to her son-in-law James Phillips, 

whereas the inherited property was inherited by all the children.  This would either 

indicate that Thomas was successful in whatever he did on coming to Bristol or there 

was more inherited wealth. Betty signed her will with a cross so presumably she was 

illiterate. 

Thomas Willway jnr and Sarah Willway 

Thomasô sons John and Thomas were both cordwainers (shoemakers)..  In 1798 he 

purchased a lease of a small cottage and garden on White Hill in the parish of St 

George for the price of £14.  It was John who went into the dying business which is 

dealt with in the next section. Thomas married Mary Milsom in 1784. They had two 

children, Thomas Milsom in 1785 who lived for eight years and Mary in about 

October 1788 who lived for only 11 months.  Mary herself died in December 1788, 

perhaps as a result of complications from the birth. Thomas married again to Sarah 

Craddeck in 1793.  There were no children of this marriage. Thomas died in 1817 at 

the age of 54 but curiously his abode on the burial record at St George was 

Workhouse. This is strange as his widow Sarah was wealthy at her death in 1834, 

owning three properties in St Georgeôs parish including that in which she lived and 

investments providing £43 per year.  

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜǘǘȅΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ 

Of Thomas and Bettyôs daughters, Sarah married James Phillips on 16th April 1797, 

Mary Ann married Charles Chapman but died young before 1793 and Sybella then 
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married Charles Chapman on 16th April 1797.  In 1798 James Phillips bought out the 

shares of the other members of the family in the inherited cottage for £42, Charles 

Chapman receiving the shares of both his wives. James Phillips was a shipôs 

carpenter. Sybella had a son Charles in August 1798 but died in March 1800 and their 

son in 1811 at the age of 14. 

 

tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΩ ŘƛŀǊȅ 

This history is not concerned with the Phillips family but one of the documents that 

passed down within the Willway family was the diary of James and Sarahôs son, 

Captain John Willway Phillips.  One of the Willway descendants, Deborah Klein with 

the assistance of her husband Peter Klein, has written a very interesting account of the 

family as a whole as a background to this diary. This was written in 2008 and thus 

subsequent to my original draft history upon which this book is based.   It contains 

much additional information and rather than repeating it here I will make reference to 

it when necessary.  It can be downloaded from my website on the following link 

https://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/JWPhillips%20diary%20etc.pdf 

I will refer to it as Debby Kleinôs account with this page number 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/JWPhillips%20diary%20etc.pdf
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John Willway (c1760 -c1826) and the dyeworks.  

WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ residences 

John married Susannah Chick on 31st August 1786, his brother-in-law James Phillips 

being a witness.  This was at the parish church of St. Georgeôs parish where they were 

both residents. They had eleven children, only five of whom, William (b.1790), 

Thomas (b.1792), James (b.1793), Elizabeth (b.1795) and George (b.1796) survived 

to adulthood. Some of the baptism records give their residence. In 1794, 1795 and 

1796 they were in Cheese Lane (which still exists) and Johnôs occupation given as a 

cordwainer. In 1798 they were in Cole Street. On that occasion Johnôs sisters Sarah 

Phillips and Sybella Chapman also baptised children and were also shown as living in 

Cole Street. In 1803 the address was College Street 

 

They had their first child in 1788 whom they named John Sweet.  Their grandson by 

their son James was also named John Sweet.  It has previously been assumed that 

Susannahôs maiden name was therefore Sweet.  I have found no clue as to where the 

name comes from. Possibly it was Johnôs mother Bettyôs maiden name. 

Dyeworks 

Johnôs brother-in-law, Charles Chapman was a silk dyer. Did John give up 

shoemaking and join him? The earliest record found in a trade directory is that in 

1805 of John Willway, dyer and calenderer (a person who operates a calender 

machine to dress, glaze and finish cloth by hot-pressing with rollers), at 27 College 

Street. There was no record in 1800 but no directories between the two dates. He 

appears in all directories after that but moving to 6 Denmark Street in 1812, at which 

address the firm remained for many years. From 1829, adverts show the firm as 

having been founded in 1797 which could be correct, there being no record of his 

being a cordwainer after 1796. 

 

This is a photograph taken in 2006 of 6 Denmark Street on the left and No.7, also 

used by the business, in the centre 
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Business split between sons William and James 

John and Susannahôs sons William and James were brought into the business. In 1814 

there is the firm of J. and W. Willway, silk, cotton, linen and woollen dyers in Lower 

Castle Street, so John had probably set up a second business with William. In 1818 

Williamôs name appears alone so John had presumably handed it over to him. By 

1821 the business at 6 Denmark Street was called John Willway and Son so James 

had joined him. In 1826 the entry appears as S. Willway & Son, John having died on 

22nd January 1825 leaving his estate to Susannah who took over his share of the 

business.  She died on 7th March 1835. James acted as the administrator of her estate.  

 

Some idea of the work of the business can be obtained from an advertisement for 

S.Willway & Son:-ñ Silk, velvet, bombazines, morine, crapes, gauze, calico and cloth 

of all descriptions cleaned and dyed; silk and other shawls, pelisses etc cleaned or 

dyed; printed calico bed and window furniture cleaned, stiffened and glazed, so as to 

equal new; calico furniture linings cleaned or de-dyed, morine furniture dyed or 

dipped and watered; blankets, druggets, carpets etc cleaned; straw and leghorn 

bonnets dyed black for mourning at shortest noticeò 

Funeral and wills 

Johnôs funeral was at St.Philipôs Methodist chapel, Old Market Street, the first 

indication that by that time the family were non-conformist. 

 

The wills show that John owned two freehold properties in Bath Buildings and one in 

Union Place, both near Rennisonôs Bath in St.Paulôs parish, Bristol.  These were 

presumably investments that he had made following the success of his business. 

Susannah left the former to William and the latter to Elizabeth, John receiving her 

share of the business at Denmark St.  The only information that we have about their 

sons Thomas and George is from Susannahôs will.  George was clearly disabled in 

some way as James is requested to provide for him. An annuity was to be purchased 

for Thomas with £50. The tax account for Susannahôs estate in 1835, which has 

survived, gives the value of her personal estate as £618.  This included leasehold 

properties, presumably 6 and 7 Denmark Street of £430, but not the freehold 

properties. 

 

 

William continued in business on his own at 5 Lower Castle Street. The two branches 

of the Willway family continued in the separate businesses. James is the grandfather 

of Lyddie Ainsworth so this narrative will continue with that branch.  However, 

William is the grandfather of Margaret Irene Willway who married Lyddieôs son 

Reginald and is therefore the ancestor of part of the family. The history of his family 

will be covered later in chapter 4 (see page 44). 

 

Traditional story 

The traditional story about the dyeworks is told as follows in a history from about 

1960 of the Guaranteed Laundries and Cleaners Group, which had taken over 

Willways in 1956 (see below on page 149): - ñWillways itself was founded on a 

protest. Young James Willway, a farmerôs son from Bridgewater, came up from the 

green pastures of Somerset to work in Bristol, and was shocked by the grime and dirt 
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which abounded in the city, slowly awakening to industrialisation. So he opened a 

dyeworks and cleaners ï and never looked back. Shops were set up at varying periods 

in College St, Denmark St and Christmas St, at the foot of Christmas Steps. This 

shop, of course, still remains, and to this day is a retail branch of James Willwayôs old 

laundry.ò1 

 

As will have been seen above, this story is quite inaccurate.  it was Thomas who came 

to Bristol from Bridgewater sometime between 1763 and 1767 and his son John who 

founded the dyeworks.  James came later. Thomas may have been a farmerôs son but 

we do not know what his occupation was when he came to Bristol. 

 

I mention here an undated letter written by Mercy Willway, in about 1880, because it 

illustrates the interest the descendants took in their background which in many cases 

has provided useful information. In this case it does not make much senses. She 

recounts that she and her brothers went to Bristol to the office of Mr. Coates in Broad 

Street to sign a document. Mr Herbert Coates was the Willway family solicitor.  She 

recounts that she saw the will of their great-grandmother dated 1808 and found that 

ñour great-grandfather Thomas Willway was a yeoman about 100 years ago.ò Thomas 

was her great-great-grandfather, her great-great-grandmother Bettyôs will was dated 

1793 and her great-grandmother Susannahôs will was dated 1826! 

 

  

 
1 Pamphlet No.46 of Histories of Bristol Companies .  
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William Cock ( 11.8.1751-9.6.1843) 
In 1822 James Willway, aged 29, married Mary Gilbert Cock, aged 20, a daughter of 

William Cock, at Westbury-on-Trym Parish Church. He also, like the Willways, came 

from Bridgewater where his father was a 

farmer. William was a cabinetmaker living in 

Kingsdown, Bristol. He was apprenticed to Mr. 

Nichols and then became his partner. By his 

first wife Betty he had eleven children between 

1774 and 1792. 

 

One of his sons by this marriage is believed to 

have been a shipôs captain under Nelson. There 

is a record of a Capt. Henry Cock in the Bristol 

directories living at Hotwells between 1823 

and 1847 and there was a son Henry born in 

1779. 

New York and second marriage 

 In 1794 he sailed to New York with his wife. 

It is not known which, if any, of the children 

went with them. The purpose of the trip was to 

find a supply of mahogany and he may also 

have gone to the Leeward Islands. 

Unfortunately, Betty died on the voyage in 

June. 

 

While in New York he was married to Sarah Nichols on 7th December 1795 by the 

Reverend John Sandford of Baptist persuasion, and their first child was born at Cliff 

Street, New York in Sept 1796 and baptized at John Street Chapel. This information 

together with detailed information about all his children and the death of Betty, giving 

the precise latitude and longitude of the ship at the time of her death, comes from a 

hand written genealogy in the family papers.  It is probably copied from a family 

bible.  

 

They had returned to Kingsdown, Bristol by June 1798 where the second child was 

born. Tradition has it that while in New York William made a portable writing desk 

for George Washingtonôs aide-de-camp General Gage. It had a secret drawer for 

secret dispatches to England. He also made a sideboard for George Washington. 

(Washington was President from 1789 to 1797).  

Background of his second wife, Sarah 

Tradition also has it that Sarah Nichols was descended from the Gilbert family of 

Antigua. This was a leading family in Antigua and the pedigree well documented but 

it has not been possible to find the link. The genealogy mentioned above has a 

pencilled note describing her as óSeymour widowô. Her history is in some way 

reflected in the second names of her children. Her first son Alexander had the name 

Nichols, the second son George and first daughter Mary (our ancestor), the name 

Gilbert and the fourth son John, the name Seymour. 
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In 1882 Mary told two of her grandchildren something about her family and this was 

recorded by her granddaughter Bessie in her diary.  She told them that her mother had 

said that she was the daughter of a West Indian planter in Antigua and her name was 

Gilbert. She married first a Mr Seymour and had one child who died. Her husband 

died and she married Mr Cock. 

The only way to reconcile these facts and various versions that have been passed 

down would seem to be that Sarah had another marriage to a Mr Nichols, or a change 

of name, after Mr Seymourôs death and before marrying William Cock. 

  

William and Sarah had six children in all between 1796 and 1807 but the second 

daughter Sarah died after one week. 

Skilled craftsman 

William Cock was clearly a successful craftsman, although his daughter thought he 

could have done better for himself if he had had premises in the city rather than in 

Kingdown.  Passed down in the family are a mahogany dining table, a mahogany 

sideboard, a writing desk and a clock. The portrait of him at the age of 90 at the 

beginning of this chapter was in the possession of Philip Lace (see page 81), who 

gave it to the Bristol Art Gallery. There was also a tallboy believed to have been made 

by him which was also given to the Bristol Art Gallery by Philip Lace, but they have 

ascertained that it was made before 1750 and therefore could not have been his.  

This is a photo of the sideboard in 2024 in the house of the widow of his great-great-

great-grandson John Ainsworth. See also references to this and the dining table on 

page 71 and the clock on page 84 

Business premises 

His business premises were in Hillgrove Street. He appears in the Bristol directories 

there in 1791 and 1792 as cabinet maker. In 1818 he is described as a clock-case 

maker with premises also in Bush Street. From 1821 to 1838 he is described as clock-

case maker, cabinet maker and camp-

writing-desk inventor and manufacturer, 

the address being Cockôs Building, 

Hillgrove St. There are no entries in 

1841 or 1844. But there is a deed, made 

by William Cock, dated 11th August 

1842 relating to the property granting a 

right of way and referring to two wells 

on the property which states that the 

buildings were begun in 1782. 
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Last years and sons 

Sarah died in 1838 and William in 1843 at the age of nearly 92. In 1841 he is shown 

in the census as living with his daughter Mary 

Willwayôs sister-in-law Elizabeth Pallin (neé 

Willway) and her husband Henry Pallin. He must have 

given up work some years before that despite the 

reference to the business in the directories. What 

happened to the business? His son Josiah (b. 1799) 

was in business as a watch and clock maker in 

Bridewell Lane and then in Upper Arcade between 

1822 and 1826, but then moved to Swansea where he 

is recorded as a grocer in the 1841 and 1851 censuses 

but listed under musical instruments in an 1849 

directory. See also page  60 about Josiah.. Williamôs 

son George Gilbert Cock (b. 1798), was in business at 

3 Lower Montague Road in 1826 and 1829  and at 

óSea Horseô, Upper Maudlin Street as a cabinet maker 

in 1835. He then appears once more in 1848 at 2 

Hillgrove St so perhaps he took it over. According to 

his sister he died in America in about 1862 

 

William was very fit and the following is inscribed (probably by Lyddie and with two 

corrections I have made), on the back of a photo of this other portrait of him taken by 

Theophilus, Lyddieôs brother: - óGrandmamma Willwayôs Father, William Cock, 

lived to be 92 and when over 80 walked from Bristol to Bridgewater and at 90 walked 

from Bristol to Bath. Great-Grandfather was an early riser. He got up regularly at 4 

oôclock. He was one of the best cabinet makers in Bristol, and made the 8-day clockô.  
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James (1793 -1865) and Mary (1802 -1888) Willway  
(Lydiaôs grandparents) 

James and Mary had four children between 1822 and 1828, the youngest dying before 

her second birthday as a result of an accident. The eldest was Tabitha, then Lydiaôs 

father, James William Cock Willway, born on 8th Feb 1825 and a second son, John 

Sweet Willway. 

 

James (31.12.1793-12.4.1865) 

m. (20.1.1822) Mary Gilbert Cock (1.6.1802-28.6.1888) 

_________________________________¼___________________________________ 

¼    ¼   ¼   ¼ 

Tabitha (1822-1863)     James (1825-1860)     John (1826-1914)      Mary (1841-1868) 

m. (1847) W. Jack m. (1847) Sarah Wallace         m. (1864) F. Powell 

(8 children)  m. (1849) Lucy Davis     (6 children)      (2) children) 

 

In this connection we know that he invested in railway companies as there have 

survived copies of or notes of requests for shares in 1845. The maximum was for 75 

shares at £25 each.2.  An important investment as evidenced by their wills mentioned 

below was shares in the Bristol Waterworks Company.  

 

They were clearly well off and sent their sons away to a private boarding school. This 

was initially at Sommer Hill House, St. Georges, in Kingswood, Bristol. James wrote 

to them there on the 29th Nov 1838 on the death of their grandmother Sarah Cock: - 

ñTell Mr. Stone please to let you come home as your grandmother is no more. She 

died at 1 oôclock this morning. Your mother and grandfather bear it as well as 

possible.ò They then went to Mr. Elias Neelôs Academy, Sion House, St. Saviours, 

Jersey where the basic fee was about £30 per term This was the beginning of the 

Jersey connection which lasted about 100  years 

and of which much more later. 

 

A late child was born in 1841 when Mary was 

39 and named Mary Elizabeth. James junior, 

(aged 16) wrote in his diary that on arriving in 

Southampton on his return from Jersey: - 

ñasked for a letter at the toll keepers and was 

never more surprised when upon opening it 

found there was an addition to our family.ò 

Residences 

They lived at Durdham Down, Bristol. In 1845 

the address was Down Cottage and at the date 

of Jamesô death in 1865 it was Heathfield House. However, James jnr in his diary in 

1841 refers to going to see his mother ñon the Down,ò so the premises in Denmark 

Street were presumably also a home, as is born out by the 1841 census which merely 

records Tabitha as living there with a servant. James jnr was in Jersey at the time of 

the census. But in 1851 the whole family is recorded as living at 7 Denmark St.  

 

 
2 Archive doc .  
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Elizabeth Pallin 

Also living with them in both 1851 and 1861 was Jamesô sister Elizabeth Pallin, then 

widowed. It was mentioned above that Maryôs father, William Cock, was with 

Elizabeth and her husband Henry Pallin, a solicitor, in 1841.  

Dyeworks 

James carried on the dyeworks business in Denmark Street, initially in partnership 

with his mother and after her death in 1835, on his own. In 1842 there are two entries 

in the directory; one is in his name only at 6 Denmark Street and one as Willway & 

Son at 7 Denmark Street. His son, James, was probably by then working in the 

business but he was never a partner. 

Investments and property 

He was successful in the business and invested in shares and properties. In the family 

archives are copies of applications in 1845 for shares in the Bristol and South Wales 

Junction Railway, the Bristol and South Wales Junction Railway Extension Line, the 

Bristol and Liverpool Junction Railway and the Galway and Kilkenny Railway. This 

was the time of the ñRailway Maniaò and whether he made of lost money is not 

known. His son, James, was involved in making the application for the last and 

expressed the view in his diary that he was acting foolishly. See also the note about 

not following his wifeôs advice on page 79.  Successful investments are shown by 

their wills. 

 

His attitude to property and marriage was illustrated in his sonôs diary when recording 

a letter from Tabitha in May 1845.  She had received an offer of marriage which she 

had accepted.  However, their father opposed it and James writes that he had the 

wisdom to express his sorrow and regret rather than determined opposition.  His 

promise to settle the Hillgrove property on her if she married as he wished induced 

her to change her mind.  Early the following month he approved of her marriage to 

William Jack.  Whether the property was settled on her is not known.  This is 

conjecture, but may be the property was Cock Buildings at 2 Hillgrove Street which, 

although occupied by George Cock in 1848 might have passed to Mary on her fatherôs 

death in 1843. Unfortunately, we have no information about his will. 

WŀƳŜǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ 

By his will dated 1862 James left all his freehold and leasehold properties, except one, 

and his 20 shares in the Bristol Waterworks Company to Mary for life and the rest of 

his estate to her absolutely.  The one exception was the freehold property known as 

The Dove at Moorfields, St George.  I see from the map that there is a Dove Lane 

there so perhaps that is where it was. This was left to his son Jamesô widow Lucy (see 

the next section below) for her life and thereafter to her children.   I have not come 

across any other reference to this property or the income from it until after Lucyôs 

death in 1905, as to which see page 157. 

 

After Maryôs death 5 of the Bristol Waterworks shares were to go to Lucy for her life 

and then to her children; the freehold properties The Rising Sun Inn at Cathay, St 

Mary Redcliffe and 15 Vine Row, Old Park, St.Michael  and 5 shares to his son John; 

the leasehold property 7 Denmark Street to Tabitha for life, then to her husband and 

then her children absolutely; the leasehold property 6 Denmark Street, and the 
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freehold cottage on Durdham Down (perhaps this was Down Cottage where they 

originally lived) and 10 of the shares to their daughter Mary for life and then to her 

children if any (this was before her marriage) at the age of 21. The value of the estate 

was about £4000. 

 

Of their children, Lyddieôs father James William Cock Willway is dealt with in the 

next section and the rest of the family after Jamesô death in 1865 in the Chapter 6. 

(page 79) 
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James William Cock Willway ( 8.2.1825-8.11.1860) 
(Lydiaôs father) 

James kept a diary as already mentioned. Entries have survived from January to June 

1841 and April 1845 to June 1846, together with notes of some important events.. 

School 

The early entries were made when he was at school at Elias Neelôs Sion House 

Academy, Longueville in Jersey. He went in July 1840 and was there until June 1841 

including staying over the Christmas holidays. The entries are fairly typical of a 15-

year-old ï frequent reports on the weather and incidents of boys being punished.  He 

refers to a couple of friends and 

walks either alone or in groups 

with some vivid descriptions of 

the scenery. The Neel family 

were Wesleyans and religious 

teaching was important.  He 

refers to going to chapel 

normally twice on Sundays. 

This was either in school or to 

a chapel in the town.  He took 

much interest is talks by 

missionaries.  In June he was 

working hard for public 

examinations which took place 

at the end of the term. There 

were 70-80 people for the 

music exam, only 20 for 

electricity, galvanism and 

magnetism. He was also studying book keeping. 

Letters were obviously very important.   He corresponded with both parents, his sister 

Tabitha and records exchanges with his cousins, John, Charles and William Willway 

(see tree on page 44), sons of his uncle William, and his grandfather William Cock. 

There is no reference at all in the diary to his brother John, although only 18 months 

younger. 

 

We only have the record of the one year so whether he returned for the following year 

is not known. 

James Willway & Son 

In an advertising article published in 1857 he refers to having 15- or 16-yearsô 

experience, so he must have started working at his fatherôs dyeworks at 7 Denmark 

Street upon returning from school in 1841 or 1842 at the age of 16 or 17. This 

corresponds with the business name being James Willway & Son in 1842. By the 

commencement of the surviving diary in 1845 he was clearly working for his father, 

whom he referred to in the diary as the Governor. Although the business was using 

the name of James Willway & Son, there is no indication of partnership. On the 

contrary there is clearly a wish and intention to have his own business for which his 

work with his father was training him. 



 41 

He recorded his criticism of the long hours that the men have to work ï 6 am 

(although they come at 7) to 10 pm (meals excepted perhaps). They spin out the time 

and their health suffers ï not only impolitic but sinful. When he is in business he will 

show an example of practical Christianity. No man ought to work more than 10 hours 

(6 am to 6 pm with 2 hours for meals.  He was again critical when the task of paying 

their wages fell on him when his parents were away on holiday. On the occasion of 

his 21st birthday in February 1846 his father gave the men (12 of them) a supper and 

they presented him with a pair of silver salt spoons as a mark of respect from the 

persons in his fatherôs employment. 

Sarah Wallace and 8 Walcot Terrace 

In August 1845 he wrote that he was improving in business and hopes he shall soon 

have his own and able to marry Sarah. This was Sarah Wallace. She lived in Finsbury, 

London so he must have stayed in London on some occasion and met her then.  He 

records frequent correspondence with her. He had stayed in London for about a month 

in June that year ostensibly to try to find work there for which he was unsuccessful.  

As he wrote before departing, he did not like going to work in London but liked going 

to see Sarah.  On this occasion he also met her family.  

 

His desire for his own business reached fruition by November 1946 when he recorded 

that they were treating for a house in Bath and he prayed for guidance. The purchase 

of 8 Walcot Terrace was completed in Bath on 21st December 1846, with his father in 

attendance, and he took possession on 2nd January 1847, sleeping there for the first 

time on 3rd January. The purchase price was £340 for a 40-year lease at a ground rent 

of £5 ï 10s.  Here is an advert that appeared in the Bristol Mercury in June and 

August 1847. The name Tyrian would seem to come from Tyrian Purple Dye; a very 

expensive dye produced from the secretion of snails. 

 

This enabled him to marry Sarah and the marriage took place on 13th January 1847 at 

Finsbury Chapel.  A child, Emma Wallace Willway, was born on 28th May 1848 but 

died on 16th October, aged 5 months. Sarah died on 25th January 1849 at 8 Walcot 

Terrace, her death certificate giving the cause of death as phthisis, which is 

tuberculosis.  Unfortunately, the pages of the diary which would have covered this 

period were cut out.  As is recorded later, he then married Lucy Hannah Davis, 

Lydiaôs mother, who never spoke of his first wife, it being something to be kept quiet 

about. She was jealous that James should have loved someone else before her and it is 

assumed that she was responsible for destroying the pages. 
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Aspects of character 

He was a very religious man and became a Baptist lay preacher.  It is rare to find any 

letter without some reference to thanking God or seeking guidance. He became a 

member of the Castle Green Congregational Chapel on 25th April 1845 and on 3rd 

August received the sacrament for the first time. The chapel was situated in the area 

of the old Bristol castle. On the 28th June 1846 he records that he preached his first 

sermon. He taught at a Sunday school in the chapel. It is not known how far back the 

familyôs connection with this chapel extended but his sister Mary was baptised there 

in 1841 and his sister Tabitha married William Jack, the son of the pastor John Jack.  

For more about the Rev John Jack and this marriage see page 44 of Debby Kleinôs 

account (referred to on page 30 above). In February 1864 he recorded that he had 

signed the Pledge (i.e. to abstain from alcohol). 

 

He seems to have had a close relationship with Tabitha (óTabô) and they corresponded 

when he was away from home.  In May 1845 she wrote to him twice about possible 

marriages which are referred to above in connection with his father. 

 

His religious devotion did not prevent 

his sense of humour and here are two 

examples from his diary. At a 2 ½ hour 

service in a church in Wales with a 

speaker in Welsh, which he could not 

understand, they were ñ-entertained at 

intervals by singing as musical as a 

shipôs windlass or a fine toned kettle 

drum having as much harmony as may 

be imagined to exist between the bray 

of a donkey and the creaking of cast 

iron gateò. On one occasion a friend 

said to him that the only comfort he 

has since his marriage is his cigar. ñIf 

so what comfort shall I have when 

married as I do not smoke ï mais 

nôimporteò. 

 

In addition to religion, he had wide 

interests in social and political affairs 

and science.  Books mentioned in his 

diary are Cobbettôs ñHistory of the 

Reformationò, Coombeôs ñMoral 

Philosophyò, Brandtôs ñChemistryò.  His notebook of 1853/4 contains numerous 

recipes, medical remedies, gardening, poultry rearing, wine making amongst other 

notes.  

 

He served on a committee to revise the Rules of the Mental Improvement Society and 

one to enquire into the scriptural duties of war. He refers to putting his science 

laboratory in order.  In August 1845 on a wet day, he writes that should the harvest 

prove a bad one it may be instrumental in repealing the corn laws in the next year.  He 

was right!  At a public meeting of dyers in October 1846 he was the proposer of a 

resolution that ñthe fact of our declining trade calls upon us, as operatives, to use 
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strenuous exertions for obtaining the Freedom of the Portò. In one entry in the diary 

following his involvement in a fire and disturbance at some barracks he wrote about 

how criminals should be reformed rather than imprisoned which was just revenge.  

 

On the matter of war, the committee resolved that war is in no case justifiable, that a 

purely defensive war was perhaps never known and that defence of our lives and the 

lives of our families is alone justifiable. ñMay God keep me from either the army of 

the militia is my constant prayer to Him ï should I be drawn may I have Grace to 

resist by all peaceable means even to imprisonment of death.ò His children knew of 

this, either from reading this or it being passed down by their mother and is referred to 

below on page  159  . 

 

There is also mention by his children of his sympathy for Jews.  ñChristians are much 

to blame for not treating the Jews with Christian kindnessò.  But nevertheless, he 

supported the Society for Converting the Jews to Christianity. 

 

The next chapter deals with the other branch of the Willway family and we return to 

his marriage to Lucy Davis and the family in Bath later.  
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Chapter 3 - William Willwayôs branch of the family  

William Willway ( 8.1790-1864) 
 

John Willway 1758 

________________________________________________ 

 

William 1791       James 1793 

 __________________________________ 

 

John 1818    Charles 1821   William 1823    Henry 1839         James W.C 1825 

 

Bartley 1847        Lydia 1852 

 

      Margie 1882    m.    Reginald 1882 

 

As previously mentioned, John Willway set up his son William (1791-1864), at the 

age of 23, in business with a dyeworks in Lower Castle Street in 1814. The firm there 

was described as J & W Willway until 1818 when it was just William Willway. In 

1820 he acquired the business of the late John Davies at 15 Christmas Street. The 

subsequent claim to have been established since 1740 presumably relates to Mr. 

Daviesô business. In 1856 the directory entry claims that the firm was established in 

1727, although the advertisement still states 1740.  It was the 1727 date that was 

always used thereafter but there is no information as to how it originated. He 

remained in business on his own at this address quite separate from his fatherôs, and 

subsequently his brotherôs, business in Denmark St. Both firms in adverts made a 

point that they were not associated with any other firm in Bristol so there seems to 

have been some rivalry between them. 

 

On 21st January 1816 he married Hannah Jenkins, born 1795. She may have belonged 

to another family of dyers as there is record of an Edward Jenkins at 61 Old Market 

Road from 1805 to 1820 and of a Thomas Jenkins at 45 Merchant Street from 1814. 

Her mother was Elizabeth whose maiden name was Norton. The Nortons also seem to 

have been dyers, there being a James Norton at Old Market Street in 1787 and a Peter 

Norton at various addresses from 1787 to 1815. 

 

William was a freeman of the City of Bristol. 

 

William and Hannah had ten children, between 1816 and 1839, the youngest, Henry 

Phillips being born when Hannah was 44. Of these, six or seven lived to adulthood. 

Their eldest son John (1818-1888) is covered in the next section. The second son 

Charles William, born 1821, was living at home at the time of the 1841 census and 

was described as a boot makerôs apprentice. He was in business as a boot and 

shoemaker at 29 Christmas Street in 1847. The third son William Henry, born 1823, 

became an accountant and was in practice at various addresses in Bristol from 1853 to 

1860 when he emigrated to New Zealand (see page 63). At the time of the 1851 

census, William and Hannah were living at 15 Christmas Street with their then 

unmarried daughter Martha, aged 22, and the late child Henry, aged 12. 
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More detailed information about Williamôs family is given on pages 33ff of Debby 

Kleinôs account (see page 30) as William and his family had a close relationship with 

the Phillips family. 

 

 

John Willway ( 17.3.1818-3.9.1888) 
He worked in his fatherôs business at Christmas Street but set up on his own at the age 

of 24 at 27 Redcliffe Hill. 

 

He then married Hester Antrobus on 1st June 1843.  She was a widow aged about 22, 

her first husband Ebenezer Antrobus having died in October 1841 by drowning off 

Cape Lopez, Africa.  She had a son by this marriage born that year, who also died at 

sea at the age of 15. Her maiden name was Bartley and her motherôs maiden name 

was Trout, hence the second names of her two eldest sons, John Bartley and William 

Trout. I have not researched this in detail but from a brief look at an index of Bristol 

Archives she may have inherited property in the Bedminster area of Bristol through 

one of these family, reference being made to Clarke Street. Papers held by the family 

indicate inheritances from the Trout and Bartley families.  It seems probable, and this 

was the view of Philip Lace (see page 81), that Willway Street and Bartley Street, 

which are there, derive their names from development of this property.  

 

Johnôs father would seem to have retired in 1863, shortly before his death in 1864, his 

business being merged with Johnôs who carried on under the name of William & John 

(or W & J) Willway from both addresses, 15 Christmas St and Redcliffe Hill. His 

mother, Hannah, had died in 1859. His brother Henry joined him in partnership (see 

next section). 

 

 John appears to have retired from the business by 1875, having handed over his share 

to his son John Bartley Willway, (1847-1929) known as Bartley. He was the eldest of 

nine children, three of whom died as children. Bartley had moved into the Redcliffe 

Hill premises and John retired to a property in Ashley Road (initially Norwood Villa 

No.113 and then Ashford Lodge No.137) where he died in 1888 aged 70. 

 

Henry Phillips Willway  (26.4.1839-28.7.1932) 
Johnôs brother Henry Phillips Willway was born on the 26th April 1839, his second 

name presumably coming from the close association with the Phillips family. Indeed, 

as recorded in the diary he spent some time as a young boy with the family.  On the 

25th January 1866, he married Elizabeth Ann Olive (b. 11th August 1842) and initially 

they lived at Highfield Cottage, Arley Hill. He went into partnership with John, 

opening a new branch of the business at 15 Park Street. According to the family bible 

they lived there from 1867 and the 1870 directory shows the business as Henry & 

John Willway & Co, with the three branches at 15 Christmas Street, 11 Redcliffe Hill 

and 15 Park Street.  The firm continued after Johnôs retirement at those addresses 

under the name Willway & Co, although 11 Redcliffe Hill became 71 Redcliffe Hill 

and 15 Park Street became 59 Park Street.  
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Henry and Elizabeth had seven children, five of whom lived to adulthood. In 1879 

they moved to Waterloo Street, Weston-super-Mare, where Henry set up a branch of 

the business and it was there that Margaret Irene (óMargieô) was born on the 29th Dec 

1882. At some time after 1889 he left the family business, moved to Swindon and 

either bought or managed an ironmonger business there. There is a suggestion that he 

had lost his money in a fraudulent scam and the shop was owned or bought by 

Elizabethôs family. William and Lyddie Ainsworth were in Swindon, which led to the 

friendship between the families as to which see page 127. For more about Henry and 

his descendants with some photos see pages 36ff of Debby Kleinôs account (page 30). 

 

Bartley Willway carried on the business but he was not a good business man and it 

declined. It eventually became part of Willwayôs Dye Works & Laundry Co. Ltd as to 

which see page 148 
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Chapter 4 - Davis family  

Bath ancestors  
 

? Davis   m. ? Jeffries  John (?) Atwood   m. Elizabeth Johns (?) (1730?-1833) 

________¼________________        ¼_________________________ 

¼    ¼                           ¼            ¼ 

John  Charles Chapel (c.1766-1803)  m.1798 Sarah (c.1775-c1853)       a girl 

___________________________¼_____________________ 

¼     ¼   ¼ 

Charles Henry (1799-1803)    Sarah (1801-1814) Charles Chapel (1803-1884) 

        ¼ 

       (see below) 

 

As the name is common it is difficult to trace the origins of the family from the public 

records. The earliest definite record that we have is the marriage on the 29th May 1798 

at St.Swithinôs church, Walcot, Bath of Charles Chapel Davis to Sarah Atwood, 

followed by the births of their children Charles Henry in April 1799, Sarah in May 

1801 and Charles Chapel in 1803. There being two ancestors with the name Charles 

Chapel Davis has led to confusion. They are referred to here as CCDI and CCDII. 

CCDII is referred to later as CCD when there can be no confusion. 

 

One of the witnesses to the marriage was John Attwood, who may have been Sarahôs 

father.  There is a marriage of John Attwood to Elizabeth Johns in 1771 so these may 

have been Sarahôs parents. The other witness was Mary Jefferies and the belief has 

been passed down in the family that CCDIôs mother was 

a Jefferies. CCDII refers to Uncle Jefferies below.  

 

Sarah Atwoodôs mother is believed to have lived to be 

102 and her date of birth is given in family records as 

either 1730 or 1739. This portrait survives 

 

Fortunately, we have the autobiography of CCDII in 

which he records his knowledge of his ancestors and I 

cannot do better than to quote it, the italics being inserted 

by me, and then to add a few other stories. He was a 

deeply religious man and religion clearly dominated his life so that the autobiography 

has an overwhelming emphasis on his religious side.  A scanned copy can be 

downloaded from my website - https://www.brian-

wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/CCD_biography.pdf 

 

 

ñOf my immediate ancestry with respect to their position I cannot say they were noble 

nor ignoble as they neither sprang from the lowest grade nor did they drop down from 

the aristocratic element, for my father, grandfather and great-grandfather were óSons 

of Crispinô (boot and shoe makers). My father [CCDI]  commenced and carried on a 

promising business in Kingsmead St till consumption disabled him. He removed to 

https://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/CCD_biography.pdf
https://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/CCD_biography.pdf
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Ballance St. where he died in March 1803 in the 35th3 year of his age (Somerset Street 

Baptist church registers record the burial of Charles Davis, shoemaker on 10th Mar 

1803 aged 37) , leaving a son and daughter. My mother (Sarah nee Atwood) gave 

birth to me the following Aug 15th according to the family record in the Bible. In 

addition to these trying circumstances my mother had a very aged mother (possibly 

Elizabeth nee Johns) to care for who eventually lived to be at least 102 years old. My 

brother (Charles Henry) died soon after my father but my sister (Sarah), 2 years older 

than myself, lived to be 13 years and I then was left alone to my mother. She was an 

honest industrious hard-working woman and by the business of laundress to which 

she applied herself she paid her way and maintained those dependent on her, so that I 

never wanted a meal of food and was always well clothed and had the rudiments of 

education.ò  

 

ñI have often thought of God being to my mother and me the óhusband of the widow 

and father of the fatherlessô. Glad should I be if I could state that among my motherôs 

excellencies was óthe fear of the Lordô but this I cannot, - she knew him not, and 

consequently she could neither value nor care for her own soul or mine as could be 

wished, but I am not without hope that she was called in the 11th or 12th hour, from 

what preceded and attended her death.ò 

 

ñI know very little of the relatives on my motherôs side, but her father was an 

intemperate man and left his home and wife. Where he went was never discovered. 

His daughter, my motherôs sister, believed he emigrated and she expected he would 

someday return with wealth, and this her folly  by the prediction of some fortune teller 

whom she consulted was encouraged. I scarce need say she died disappointed. My 

motherôs mother had a stroke of paralysis in her 50th year (it is interesting that she yet 

lived to be over 100) which entirely for a time deprived her of speech and which was 

only very partially restored, so that it would have been very difficult to obtain of her 

information respecting her family.ò 

 

ñMy fatherôs father and mother were good Christian people, were members of Argyle 

Independent Church for many years,é.. both living to be over 80 years. My 

grandfather was a man of 6ft and lion like in his youth, deeming it unmanly not to 

resent an insult, the result of his fatherôs principles and training as well as his natural 

disposition. My fatherôs brother John was also a truly Christian man. He was a 

member of the Baptist Church at Somerset St under the pastorate of Mr. Porter. He 

was a very intellectual and intelligent man and I believe a self-taught Hebrew scholar, 

as I have heard that Mr. Porter used to consult him on Hebrew. He gave out the 

hymns till ill-health prevented him.ò 

 

ñFrom what I can learn I am led to think my father was an intellectual and intelligent 

man. He had a great thirst for knowledge. Shoe-making was not in that day brought to 

that pitch of taste and fashion as it is now, so that a journeyman might take his kit (all 

the tools he required save his lapstone) and carry it with him. é.Being almost sure of 

work everywhere he took a delight in travellingééHis mother, who was very fond 

of him, regretted his roving disposition and often begged him to come home. He spent 
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considerable time in London and would there endeavour to get into the company of 

superiors, would attend debating and discussion societies to gain knowledgeé..ò 

 

There is a story that his father, before marrying Sarah Atwood, ran away with a ward 

in Chancery who was an heiress. They were both underage so her money was taken 

away. They used to see each other through windows of opposite houses.  

 

Sarah was known as Pretty Polly Atwood or Pretty Sally Atwood. For her portrait in 

later years see page 52. 

 

Sarah Goulter remembers her grandmother, Sarah Davis (nee Atwood) telling her 

about a wealthy uncle (Not clear whether this was on the Davis or Atwood side) who 

she thought had a large pastry cookôs business. There was a story that he once ate so 

many cheese cakes that he could not bear the sight of them for long after. Her 

grandmother remembered the silver buckles on his shoes, long black silk stockings 

and frilled shirt 

 

Of his brother Charles Henry, CCD writes he ñwas evidently a quick child, for he 

could read an ordinary chapter in the bible at 4 years of age. Something affected his 

mind and produced a dullness and this damped the hopes of his father and he used to 

call him óstupidô but the poor little fellowôs death proved the dullness was the result of 

illness.ò 

 

His sister Sarah ñwas a sprightly and 

vivid child of retentive memory, as 

proved by one of her holiday lessons 

being the 119 Psalm which she learnt 

and repeated perfectly. A lady having 

heard her repeat one of óDr. Wattôs 

hymns for childrenô promised her 

two pence each for all she would 

learn. She learnt every hymn the 

book contained and went to recite 

them. The lady heard a few of them 

and closed the book and gave her a 

shilling to the great disappointment 

and discouragement of the child who 

had reckoned how many shillings she 

should have. The samplers also 

worked by her, one at 6 and the other 

at 8 years (this photo), show her 

handiwork and prove her a somewhat 

clever child.ò  The samplers are still 

in the family. 
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Charles Chapel Davis II  (15.8.1803-2.3.1884) 
(Lyddieôs grandfather) 

Of all of the eight grandparents of William and Lydia Ainsworth, Charles Davis is the 

one about whom we know the most, because of his autobiography, written in 1880 

when he was 77, in addition to other records.  

Early life and apprenticeship 

He writes about himself as a boy, remarking that his slowness formed such a contrast 

to his sisterôs vivacity that it procured him the title of óThe old manô, but he records 

that he worked hard at school. He was not allowed to óbeat the streetsô as his mother 

used to call it, but often was sent to bed early where he and his sister used to lie and 

sing Dr. Wattsô hymns.  

 

After various jobs from age of 13 with a grocer, pastry cook and draper, in 1818 at the 

age of 15 he was indentured to Abel Vivian, a bright smith, (metalworker with tin or 

polished ironwork) for an apprenticeship of seven years, for which his mother had to 

pay £6.  Mr. Vivianôs premises were at 5 Wine Street. Charles seems to have had 

some sort of religious conversion at about the age of 19 as he records that he ówalked 

in church fellowship for about three yearsô before the expiry of his apprenticeship in 

1825. Prior to his óconversionô he had met Lucy Haines Garlick. The story is that he 

met her when he went to the house in which she was a maid, to carry out some repair.  

Before marrying her, he needed work and probably insisted that she be baptised, 

which was done by Mr. Porter at Somerset St in 1826. 

 

Although he does not mention it, his father, (as well as his uncle John as mentioned 

above) would also seem to have been a member of the Somerset Street Baptist church, 

as his burial is recorded there. This was the commencement of the familyôs 

connection with that church and its successor in Manvers St, which continued with 

one interruption until the death of Irene Willway in the 1970s. The register of births 

and deaths kept by the church from 1784 to 1837, recorded many births and burials of 

the children of an Edmund Davis by two wives, between 1786 and 1814. He is 

described as a shoe-maker so he may have been related; possibly another brother of 

Charles or a cousin, and it may be relevant that CCD named his son Charles Edmund. 

Marriage, family and business 

Lucy Haines Garlick (born 1801) was the daughter of a barge owner in Wootton 

Bassett, just west of Swindon. The story is that she ran away from home because her 

father was too strict, came to Bath and took a position as a maid with Mrs. Sims of the 

Pepperbox (Montebello), Bathwick Hill. She was born in October 1801 and grew up 

to be small and pretty. Her father was John and her mother Hannah. Her motherôs 

maiden name may have been Haines but we have no information about that. We know 

nothing else about the family, but the story is that her fatherôs brother was a coach 

builder in London and believed to be rich. One Christmas he sent a model of the Lord 

Mayorôs coach for Lucyôs children. She always thought that he was the Lord Mayor 

and that he must have left a great deal of money. At the time of the 1851 census an 

Edward Garlic was a visitor, so probably a relative. 
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Charles Chapel Davis ((1803-1884) 

m. (1826) Lucy Haines Garlick (1801-1861) 

m. (1862) Elizabeth Flewelling 

__________________________________¼__________________________ 

¼    ¼  ¼  ¼  ¼ 

Charles Edmund Lucy Hannah  John  Sarah  Mercy 

 1827-1913  1831-1905  1835-1873 1839-1924 1843-1869 

m. Jane Cox  m. (1849)     m. (1860) m. (1868).  

   James Willway          Ezra Goulter John Davis 

 

Upon completing his apprenticeship CCD obtained work in Cheltenham and was 

employed as a foreman over five men. His intention had been to spend 6 months there 

and then to travel to London and Brighton before returning to Bath to marry and settle 

down, but there was a general economic crisis and he was not sure of getting work, so 

he married at St.Swithinôs church, Walcot, Bath on 23rd April 1826. The marriage was 

not witnessed by any family member. The couple settled at 10 Fairview Crescent, 

Cheltenham where their son Charles Edmund was born in February 1827. He was in 

Cheltenham for about two and a half years, so would have returned to Bath in 1828 or 

1829. 

 

On the return to Bath he set up in business on his 

own as a bright smith at 3 Kingsmead Street. His 

Uncle Jefferies lived in the street and he found 

the premises when going to visit him. Lucy 

Hannah was born here on the 11th July 1831. By 

1836 when their son John was born, they had 

moved to 21 Thomas Street. Sarah was born 

there in 1839. The last child, Mercy, was born in 

1843. Although in 1842 the business address is 

26 Walcot St., in the electoral register for 1846 

his abode is given as Thomas Street.  His son, 

Charles, married Jane Cox in 1846 and in a 

record of his addresses he states that his first 

address was 21 Thomas Street.  He was there at 

the time of the census in 1851. In 1848 the 

business address is 12 Walcot St. and so the rest of the family had presumably moved 

there. The business address later was always given as 12 and 26 Walcot Street, No 12 

being partly residential and partly workshop. 

 

Although his place of abode was given as Thomas Street in the electoral register in 

1846, he was qualified to vote by virtue of two freehold properties, 20 Avon Street 

and Pickwick Mews. Nothing else is known about these properties or how or why he 

acquired them, At the date of his death he owned 21 Thomas Street and 12 Walcot 

Street, presumably as long leases or freehold.  
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It is not known when his mother, Sarah, 

moved in with him and the family but she 

was there at the time of the 1841 census.  

This large portrait of her would have been 

done about 1851. It was painted by a young 

artist called James Hardy who would have 

been 19 at that time. His father was a 

Baptist preacher who used to accompany 

CCD on his preaching journeys and the son 

asked permission to paint his mother, as she 

had such a ófine old ladyôs faceô. She died 

in about 1853. The portrait was left by 

CCDôs will to his son Charles.  For its 

future history see page 173. 

 

 

 

Religion and politics 

The autobiography mainly relates to his religious experiences, church affairs and 

politics.  He records that he preached his first sermon at Dunkerton, Bath in December 

1832. He preached regularly every week, walking to places around Bath including 

Acton Turville, and Luckington (a 32 mile walk there and back). His granddaughter, 

Lyddie, when writing about her mother (see below) wrote: -ñHe was a Calvinistic 

Baptist, a strict old puritan, an upright Godfearing conscientious man, who laboured 

much for the cause he believed in, going out to different villages to preach each 

Sunday.ò 

 

Acton Turville is a village about 13 miles north of Bath.  He recorded in his 

autobiography that he first preached there in January 1833 when he was met by 

Farmer Goulter in the absence that day of Mr Baker, the chief person. The friendship 

with Mr James Goulter was significant for the family history as will be seen.  He was 

asked to come again and continued monthly for 26 years and one month (i.e. until 

February 1859) and was ñconsiderably the means of building the chapelò. He in effect 

served as a semi-pastor.  This continued until after the deaths of Mr Baker and Mr 

Goulter and a rupture that he had with the church.  He then did not preach there again 

for nine years but after that preached for a further five. Mr Baker died in 1846 and Mr 

James Goulter on 4th March 1857 (This date and other information about the Goulter 

family and their farm comes from ñGoulters of the Cotswoldsò by Judith Bush and 

James Goulter which can be downloaded from my website https://www.brian-

wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/Goulter_history.pdf  (page 131 onwards) 

 

His obituary in the Bath Chronicle records that he enrolled as an abstainer on 14th July 

1836, one of the first after the establishment of the Bath Temperance Association on 

15th June 1836, and was an active worker thereafter.  The Bath Chronicle published a 

letter sent to his widow after his death by the Association including the sentence: -ñAs 

a veteran pioneer of the temperance movement in this city, his rare natural abilities 

found a sphere of activity congenial to his sympathies.ò His daughter, Lucy, records 

that he was teetotal thereafter. His friends had warned him that his health would 

suffer, but he found that he felt fitter and was better able to take his long preaching 

https://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/Goulter_history.pdf
https://www.brian-wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/Goulter_history.pdf
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walks. She attributed his long life to his abstinence. He also enjoyed puddings and 

pastry very much after abstaining whereas he had not cared for them before.  

 

The obituary also records that he was a pronounced Liberal, took an active part in the 

agitation for Reform which preceded the 1832 Act, was a supporter of the anti-slavery 

movement and of the Sunday closing movement.  On more than one occasion he 

declined to be put forward for nomination to the Town Council. 

Davis and Son ς gas cookers 

A story is told by his grandson, Ted Davis, of how CCD had invented a gas stove. In 

about 1840 his son Charles, aged 13, came home from school one day and smelled 

some cooking. He went downstairs and saw that his father had made a rough oven in 

the bottom of which he had a gas burner and in which he was cooking some cakes. He 

watched for some time, saw that the cakes were cooked perfectly and then he ran all 

the way up to Beacon Hill, where his mother had gone out to tea, to tell her how 

beautifully his father had been cooking by gas. However, CCD did not take it further 

at that time. 

 

CCD was described in the directories as a brightsmith and bellhanger, with gas fitter 

added in 1852. In 1854 he went into partnership with his son, Charles, after which the 

business was known as Davis & Son, and by 1858 they were described as gas 

engineers and general smiths. An advertisement in the directory for 1862 states that 

they were ómanufacturers of gas cooking apparatus for 11 years. They also made gas 

heating stoves. At that time, they had a virtual monopoly of gas cookers in Bath. 

Modern gas cookers emerged following the Great Exhibition in 1851.The 1857 Bath 

Rambler includes an advertisement proclaiming that óanother year of extensive 

patronage proves the growing reputation which Davis and Son Gas Cooking 

Apparatus is attainingô.  In 1854 CCD registered a patent for a portable blow-pipe 

apparatus and a patent was registered by Charles Edmund Davis in 1864. The census 

records him as employing 5 men and ? boys in 1851, 7 men and 6 boys in 1861 and 8 

men and 7 boys in 1871. A sales brochure of about 1873 gives the address of the 

business as 12 and 26 Walcot Street and Back Street Quay. It also indicates that it was 

awarded a prize medal for cooking and heating by gas in 1870 at the Workmenôs 

International Exhibition 

 

He used gas at some stage to create 

an illuminated sign for óDavis & 

Sonô. This was preserved in the 

Camden Works Museum, Morford 

St, Bath, (now the Museum of Bath 

at Work, Julian Road). 

 

 

He retired from the business on 12th December 1878, a notice of dissolution of 

partnership being published in The Bath Chronicle. His son advertised the 

continuation of the business under the name of Davis & Son on the basis that his sons 

were involved but this seems to be a fiction.  In addition to gas apparatus and hot 

water circulation for conservatories he advertises other metal works such as 

pneumatic bells, locks and repairs. For continuation see pages 108 and  146 
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Somerset Street and Manvers Street Baptist churches 

At some stage CCD must have fallen out with the Somerset Street chapel as he 

became a member of the Providence Chapel, Lower Bristol Road, which was where 

his daughter Lucy married James Willway in 1849. In about 1860 he was dismissed 

from the membership of that chapel. His wife then attended Somerset Street and he 

sometimes preached there, but felt he could not join. 

 

Thereafter the Somerset Street chapel was central to the familyôs life. In addition to 

regular attendance. two or three times every Sunday. friendships and romantic 

attachments developed there, two of the pastors marrying members of the family. Mr 

John Porter, who has been mentioned above as having baptised Lucyôs mother, was 

pastor from 1780 until his death in 1832. After an interval with two other pastors, he 

was succeeded by Mr David Wassell in August 1839 and he was still there during the 

1860s when the family were members. In 1866 Mr John Davis became his deputy and 

he married Lucyôs sister, Mercy, on 12th August 1868. In 1871 the building of the new 

chapel in Manvers 

Street commenced, 

being opened on 1st 

October 1872. This 

photograph was taken 

in 2005. Mr Wassell 

had laid the memorial 

stone but on the last 

Sunday at the old 

chapel the news was 

given of Mr Wassellôs 

illness and he did not 

live to fulfil  his wish 

of preaching in the 

new chapel. He died in 

1873 and John Davis took over as pastor. He retired from the pastorate, moving to 

Clifton in Bristol, in 1876 being succeeded by James Baillie, who married Lucyôs 

daughter, Bessie, on 17th August 1880. 

 

Death of wife and second marriage 

CCD believed that the break with Providence Chapel contributed to his wifeôs death 

which occurred on 7th October 1861. He wrote: - ñWe spent thirty-five years together 

in wedded union and a more affectionate, kind and self-sacrificing wife and tender 

mother never I believe appeared in human form. I have many times felt unworthy of 

her, and I learnt her value more after I had lost her.ò 
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 Her daughter, Lucy, wrote of her in a letter to 

her daughter, Bessie, after Bessieôs marriage.  

She had been for a short holiday to Weston-

super-Mare and wrote of the warm welcome 

she received from the friend she was staying 

with.  There are people like that who give all 

they have - ñMy own beloved mother was like 

that. She gave herself - her time, her strength, 

her comfort was all she had and all that she 

devoted to her children. I am not worthy to be 

compared to my mother. I may bear some 

slight resemblance to her but that is all, for she 

was meek and lowly and clothed herself with 

humility so entirely that herself was entirely 

out of sight.ò 

 

Bessie wrote in her 1889 letter to Aunt Sarah 

(see page 61 for the letter):-ñMy dear little 

Grandmama Davis I remember quite well . Sometimes I used to sleep at Walcot St 

and then she would carry me down those dark kitchen stairs on her back and set me in 

a chair to watch her as she made the toast and for a treat she would give me sugar on 

my bread and butter.  Childish recollections, but whenever Mama speaks of her 

sainted (if ever saints lived on earth, she was one) mother, of her loving unselfish 

work my heart instinctively affirms the truth of her words, as I think of her gentle face 

and sweet voice and her kindness to a little child.ò 

 

CCD records how he then set about finding another wife and decided to approach 

Miss Flewelling of Castle Combe, who was a member of the little church of Particular 

and Strict Baptists. An exchange of letters took place and they were married by Mr. 

Wassell, the Somerset Street pastor, but at the chapel at Corsham between Bath and 

Chippenham on 14th Oct 1862. She was a little over 40 years old so some 20 years 

younger than her husband.  She was always just called Mrs. Davis by the family. She 

seems to have been accepted as a member of the family but I have not come across 

any comments as to her character or what they thought of her. She must have had to 

provide whatever care John needed and, as will be seen later, she helped care for her 

husbandôs daughter Mercy. 

12 Walcot Street 

12 Walcot Street had been the family home from about 1847, the family at that 

consisting of his mother Sarah, his wife Lucy, daughters Lucy, Sarah and Mercy and 

son John. His mother had died in 1853, Lucy was married in 1849 and Sarah, as will 

be seen below on page 62, in 1860.  Following his wifeôs death and his subsequent 

marriage there were just the two of them and John and Mercy 

 

Some description of 12 Walcot Street is contained in Bessieôs letter in which she 

describes some changes.  ñThe front shop and the little back room level with the street 

are thrown into one; the drawing room and little office are used for é all kinds of 

ñstockò, the room Mama used to sleep in and Grandmaôs bedroom are thrown into 

one. Mama says she often looks up, in passing, to the window of her old room where 
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Uncle John used to sit and down to the dark kitchen where Grandma spent so much of 

her life and Grandpapa worked so hard.ò 

John Davis  (14.3.1836 ï 12.5.1873) 
No information was passed down within the family about his son, John, and initially 

the only information I had about his existence was from public records. It seemed that 

he had some abnormality and perhaps this was something not to be talked about. In 

the 1861 census, then aged 25, he is described as unable to follow any employment 

and dumb (although this word is used generally for a mental abnormality). He is not 

listed in the 1851 census as being at home.  

 

Fortunately, I was contacted in 2008 by Mr David S Stewart, head teacher of a special 

needs school which revealed a rather remarkable story. He was preparing a paper on 

the history of special education with particular reference to possibly the first school in 

England for children with learning disabilities which was established in Bath in 1846 

with the name Institution for Idiot and Imbecile Children, initially at 5 Walcot Parade 

and then 35 Belvedere.  One of the first pupils was John Davis. His father having the 

unusual middle name of Chapel, a Google search revealed my history. John was one 

of the pupils whose details were given in some promotional booklets.  

 

At the age of 2 he had a stroke of paralysis which deprived him of the power of 

speech and almost entirely the use of the left side.  He was subject to fits and any 

attempt at physical or mental exertion caused distress.  At the institution he learned to 

read and write and therefore to be able to communicate in writing although not being 

able to speak. After Lucyôs marriage in November 1849, he wrote to her: -ñI hope to 

go home at Christmas for 5 days, I hope you come home too, and no more die (sic) to 

home. I am glad you have ring, I love your husband he read Bible, and pray Godò.  

The women who ran it came mainly from the Octagon Chapel, a fashionable Anglican 

church, and religion was an important part of the education. He returned home in 

December 1851 ñbut pays an occasional visitéwhich affords him great delightò 

 

Other than that period in the school, it would seem that he always lived with his father 

and mother or step-mother, and there are references in inter-family letters and in 

Lyddieôs diary to ñUncle Johnò who would have been with his father when they 

visited 12 Walcot Street or come with him to Walcot Terrace for tea or supper. 

 

Bessie gives further information in her letter of 1889 to Aunt Sarah (page 61). He was 

very fond of them as children and used to like to come to tea and talk to Mama and 

they could understand what he wanted to say, so presumably had some speech. His 

face used to beam with joy if anyone spoke to him of the Lord Jesus, and he used to 

look forward to Mr Wassell, the pastor, making a point of speaking to him after the 

morning service when he would always have a slip of paper ready for him with some 

question 

 

In a letter written to Lucy by her future husband, James Willway in 1849 he 

mentioned that he had met her dear brother on returning from somewhere ï ñdear 

fellow he knew me from before I came up with him and seemed pleased to see me.  I 

trust the Lord will give him his peculiar presence and make him very happy in the 

enjoyment of himself and remove from him the fear of deathò 
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Chapter 5 - Lucy Hannah Willway (nee Davis) (1831 -1905) 

(Lyddieôs mother) 

Childhood  
As has already been recorded, she was born at 3 Kingsmead Street on the 11th August 

1931.  This is a portrait of her as a young girl. 

 

One result of her fatherôs friendship with James 

Goulter mentioned above on page 52 was that his 

children frequently visited and stayed at Acton 

Turville. By his second marriage James Goulter had 

nine children who survived childhood, eight of 

whom were boys, the dates of birth ranging from 

1825 to 1843.  CCDôs childrenôs dates ranged from 

1827 to 1843. 

 

Sometime in her later years Lyddie started to write 

something about the family history and what I now 

write about her motherôs childhood comes from 

this. Lucy owed a good deal of her child happiness 

to the Goulter family.  For a short while she 

attended a school there. Whether she boarded at the school or with the Goulters is not 

stated 

 

ñMany a happy holiday she spent at the farm, among the horses and dogs and cows 

and the various animals inhabiting a farm yard. Of course, she became a pet among all 

these handsome boys - her love of animals, her courage and fearlessness delighted 

them.ò The farm was Limes Farm.  This is a Grade II listed building and here is a 

photo.  

 
Limes Farm - Historic England Archive Reference:1OE01/06834/05 Andrew Maybury 2002 
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Lucy was educated at a boarding school in Chippenham run by Mr. and Mrs. 

Brinkworth. We donôt know the dates but there is a letter to her from her father in 

1843, when she was 11, and two from her to her parents in 1844.  Lyddie writes:-

ñHere she learnt among other things to speak correctly, to sew beautifully and to write 

perfectly. Her holiday letters (these are the letters mentioned above which were to 

give her parents information on holiday dates) were written in a small fine round hand 

but just like copper plate. She must have been a charming child, vivacious and full of 

fun, much fonder of playing games, walking over the backs of the school-room forms, 

or any other amusement of a climbing nature, than soberly doing needlework.ò  

 

She loved animals and the climbing seems to have been in imitation of a monkey they 

had at the school. There was a story about when she was reading aloud a poem about 

a cat who was being beaten for having killed a canary, she burst into tears and had to 

leave the classroom. ñShe had a vivid imagination and exquisite sensibility. Her love 

of animals made her keenly alive to their sufferings.ò 

 

ñShe was a general favourite and dearly loved by one the teachers, Miss Elliott. Her 

bright dark eyes and curly hair and vivacity no doubt helped in this, but she was also 

docile and very tender-hearted.ò  

 

Miss Elliott later took over the school and she was the owner when Lucyôs sisters, 

Sarah and Mercy attended. We know that Sarah was there in October 1852, aged 13, 

from a letter she wrote then to Lucy  

 

One of the stories relating to Lucyôs marriage refers to her being apprenticed, 

presumably after leaving school, to Miss Titley, a tailoress.  The apprenticeship was 

until November 1849 so, if it had been for four years, she would have commenced at 

the age of 14 but there is no other information about this.  

 

Lyddie continues: -ñYears passed on and Lucy grew into a most alluring girl.  She had 

many lovers and one at least of the sons in farmer Goulterôs family fell in love with 

her.  He eventually became allied to the family but not as her husband.  After a 

quarrel with his father over a donkey he set off for Australia and there made a 

considerable fortune at the gold diggings. Years afterwards when he came back my 

mother was married and I was a child of six or seven years.ò  This was Ezra. See 

below on page  62 for further information about the Goulter family and the Davis 

family connection with them. 

 Marriage  
There are two versions of the story of how she met James Willway which have passed 

down. 

 ñShe came to ask permission to use the pony carriage to drive a friend to Bristol (a 

young lady at Miss Titleyôs, the tailoress where she worked). She was 17, pretty and 

vivacious ï her apprenticeship would have been up in Nov. J. Willway fell in love at 

first sight in May. Married in November.ò This all occurred in 1849; Jamesôs wife 

Sarah having died in January. For his first marriage see page 41 
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 The other version is that James went to Lucyôs father to have his pony trap repaired 

and took Lucy for a ride in it. Jamesô connection with Lucyôs father may have been 

through religion, as he was also a lay preacher and they were near neighbours, the 

Davis family being at 12 Walcot Street. It seems quite possible that this connection 

might have arisen before Sarahôs death. 

 

There is a 20 page letter that James wrote to Lucy on her salvation in May. He writes 

on the opening page ñYou know the text which has laid somewhat heavily upon my 

heart viz óbe not unequally yoked together with unbelieversô.  Although he does not 

suggest she is an unbeliever he wants her to be convinced and to be baptised.  This 

would seem to indicate that they were already in effect engaged by May. 

 

There is an exchange of correspondence between them in August 1849 when Lucy 

spent a week in Acton Turville. She stayed with Mrs Baker, the widow of the former 

pastor (see page 52) but visited Mrs Goulter and went riding with George and Mary. 

She writes that James should have seen her cantering and galloping on a beautiful 

large grey horse.  

 

James had had Mercy and Sarah to tea. When they are married, he would like to invite 

some of his brethren (we donôt know anything more about which religious 

establishment he is referring to) so she will have to screw up her courage to sit at the 

head of the table. He adds a PS to one of the letters ñHe that believeth and is baptised 

shall be saved.ò 

 

On the 5th Nov 1849, Jamesô diary records that the marriage was to be on 13th 

November, he is thankful to the Lord that his dear Lucy is a believer in Jesus and 

hopes she will be baptised on Sunday, November 11th. He then records the baptism 

near Acton Turville and marriage at Providence 

Chapel, Lower Bristol Road, Bath with David 

Wassell as the minister. Both fathers were 

present. Providence Chapel was the chapel that 

Lucyôs father belonged to but Mr Wassell was 

the pastor at Somerset Street.  

 

This photo is of Lucy but the date unknown. 

 

Children 

On 8th Feb 1852 the diary states that on his 27th 

birthday óa daughter born to Lucy at 2.00 a.mô.  

He was thinking of naming her Lydia- ñmay be 

she will be like Lydia of old mentioned in the 

Act of the Apostles.ò Thus, her birthday was on 

the same day as her fatherôs. She was always 

known as Lyddie and this is how she is referred to in this narrative. 

 

Other children were born during the following years: - William James (Willie) in 

1854, Elizabeth Mary (Bessie) in 1856, Mercy in 1858 and Theophilus (Offie or 

Theo) in Feb 1860. Mercy contracted smallpox but survived and this is referred to 

later ï page 74 
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The business 

The business employed a man and two apprentices in 1851 and one maid was 

employed in the house. There is a record in his diary that Charles Packer (or Parker) 

was apprenticed on 12th June 1848 for 6 years so he was presumably one of the 

apprentices.  There are a number of later references to Charles so, if it was the same, 

he worked for the business for many years.  

 

 In 1857 James was still advertising under the name Tyrian Dye House (see page 41) 

but from 1858 he uses the name Willways Velvet, Damask, Moreen & Silk Dyehouse. 

However, that name was not used in this 1859 advert in the Bath Chronicle. It also 

includes the address 38 ½ Broad Street.  This would have been a retail outlet nearer 

the centre of town. 

 

 In 1859 James wrote to Lucy from Swansea that Swansea was a thriving place and he 

would readily shut up Broad Street and open there and even consider moving there 

with the family. The connection with Swansea was with his uncle Josiah Cock (see 

page 36) and his wife with whom he was staying. He had stayed with them or used 

them as a base for about a month in 1845 apparently on holiday or may be for health 

reasons.  This may have led to other connections in South Wales.  There is part of a 

letter in 1857 from Milford, Pembroke which also mentions an order in 

Haverfordwest. As will be seen, this connection was expanded by Lucy. This close 

connection with his uncle may explain the confusion in the family who frequently 

labelled photos and other information about William Cock as being Josiah. 

 

 In 1858 he was advertising the use of a patent hydro extractor to enable textile fabrics 

to be dyed and cleaned without wringing. 

 

WŀƳŜǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ WŜǊǎŜȅ 

On the 30th April 1853 he records: ñHealth not good.ò  There is then a sentence 

describing a cough which is scratched out, followed by ñWife and Lyddie in good 

healthò. This illness would have been the tuberculosis, or consumption as described 

then, from which he eventually died 
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Presumably the tuberculosis had been 

getting worse.as in 1854 he stayed in 

Jersey for a time in the hope that this 

would help and he recorded later that 

after two months he was feeling 

better. He must have contacted or 

been in touch with his former teacher 

Elias Neel, who introduced him to his 

sister and brother-in-law Mr and Mrs 

Le Feuvre of Eden House, 

St.Clements where Mr Le Feuvre had 

a school with a few boarders and 20 

or 30 day scholars. He lodged with 

them for 15/- per week for lodging, 

food and washing. This was the start 

of a friendship with the Neel families 

that lasted for nearly a century and plays an important part in this narrative.  For the 

continuation and a family tree of the Neel family see page 95.  

 

Homes 

In about 1855 the family moved to Nightingale Cottage, Gloucester Road, 8 Walcot 

Terrace being retained for the business with the main rooms being let out.  There is a 

letter of about this time sent to Lyddie (aged 3) by Jamesô sister Mary (aged 14) in 

Bristol addressed to Nightingale Cottage, in which she writes that she is glad to know 

she is ñup at the cottageò and hopes to see it. Some twenty years later in a letter to 

Willie, Lucy recorded walking to Nightingale Cottage which brought back memories 

ñfor often I have gone into business with you a little baby and left Papa and Lyddy at 

homeò 

 

Then they were at a cottage Rock Hall in Prior Park, Combe Down.  According to the 

1861 census Theophilus was born there.  The others were born in Bath. As will be 

seen from the envelope shown below on page 63 it seemed to be sufficient to address 

a letter to Mrs Willway, Coombe Down! 

 

When reminiscing in a letter written in 1911, Lucyôs sister Sarah remembered how 

she spent many happy times with their sister Mercy and Jamesô sister Mary, the latter 

being two years younger than Sarah and two years older than Mercy, at Walcot 

Terrace, Combe Down and Nightingale Cottage ï they felt as much at home as though 

it was their own. 

 

In 1889 Bessie wrote a long letter to Sarah in Australia giving her details about her 

life and that of the family since Sarahôs departure in 1860 (see next paragraph) and 

copied it into her diary. I will be quoting from that letter on a number of occasions. 

On the first page she wrote ñI seem to see myself (she was 4 years old) in the garden 

at Rock Hall in Combe Down walking on the low wall that bordered the sloping lawn 

with a very pretty slender young lady and tall handsome gentleman taking it in turns 

to lead me by the hand. The scene is quite clearly pictured in my memory. The lady 

and gentleman are Aunt Sarah and Uncle Ezra.  I have always felt glad to remember 
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you both because that one picture makes you seem real to me when Mama talks about 

her beautiful sister whose fairness she is never tired of praising.ò 

 

Goulter family  
The reference to Aunt Sarah and Uncle Ezra above takes us back to the Goulter 

family.  See pages 52 and 57. I quoted there from Lyddieôs history that Ezra, having 

fallen in love with Lucy then went to Australia but when he came back, she was 

married and Lyddie was six or seven. 

 

Lucyôs brother, Charles, and sisters, Sarah and Mercy, also spent holidays with the 

Goulters and so other friendships would have developed. 

 

Ezra was born in 1826. His brother Eber, born in 1827, sailed for South Australia in 

Nov 1848 and after a couple of years spent time in the gold fields in Victoria before 

setting up in farming in South Australia. George, born in 1832, also emigrated to 

South Australia in 1850. There is no shipping record of Ezra emigrating but Charles 

recorded his departure on 27th Mar 1849. There are some records of an Ezra Goulter 

in Australia between 1850 and 1855. As Lyddie states that he made a fortune gold 

digging it seems probable that he followed a similar course to Eber but instead of 

going into farming he returned to Englandô perhaps with the intention of returning, 

possibly after marrying. 

 

 If Lyddie was six this would have been about 1858. 

He would have got to know Sarah after his return 

(she would have been only 10 when he left), 

particularly as she was friendly with the only 

daughter, Mary, they fell in love, he proposed on 27th 

January 1859 and they married on 28th March 1860. 

They emigrated to Australia soon afterwards in June 

and were joined by Sarahôs brother-in-law James, as 

to which see below.  Sarahôs father accompanied 

them to Liverpool to see them off.  Ezra made his 

living in Australia as a photographer and there is a 

record that he worked for J.G.Newport, photographer 

of 30 Milsom Street, Bath in 1859 and 1860. 

 

Ezraôs brother, Alfred, born 1841, emigrated to 

Melbourne in 1865 and lived with them for a few 

years, partaking in the photographic business. It is said that he wanted to marry Mercy 

but said nothing before departing and when he came back she was engaged (but there 

is no record of his coming back).  Sarah, when writing about him in March 1869 

mentioned that she believed he was very fond of Mercy and does not seem to think of 

any other. She was writing before being aware of Mercyôs death that month (see page 

68).  

 

Probably the last occasion of a visit by the family to Limes Farm was in August 1867 

when Mercy spent a holiday there.  By that time Charles Goulter had died and one of 

the brothers, Theophilus Goulter was the farmer. When writing to Bessie (aged 11) 

she said that his dog did not like it when she played the piano. 
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Jamesô journey to Australia and death  
Bessieôs letter: - ñI remember quite well when I said goodbye to Papa. June 1st 1860. I 

did not understand what that parting meant, but we stood at the door (presumably of 

Rock Hall cottage), a little group watching the cart with the luggage as it went off and 

kissing Papa with a feeling of awe. What a blessing it is that as children we know very 

little of what sorrow means.ò 

 

Emigration 

As mentioned above James sailed with Ezra and Sarah Goulter to Australia from 

Liverpool, the ship setting sail on 8th June.  He wrote a number of letters to Lucy 

while on the ship waiting to leave and for a few days afterwards while it was still 

possible for letters to be sent. From these it seems clear that the intention was to 

emigrate.  He would go first and Lucy and the family would follow. He wrote giving 

advice as to what she should bring and how she should travel ï it would be better to 

sail from London. It was presumably also hoped that the climate would help his health 

and the venture would be dependent on this. 

 

He had formed the intention of emigrating some years before. In his notebook in 1853 

he noted the best months to emigrate, what to take, names of contacts in Auckland 

and the name of a dictionary and grammar of the Maori language. When in Jersey in 

1854 he had asked Lucy so send him the Australian Gazeter. In one of the letters, he 

wrote that many years ago he had written to his father of his desire to emigrate but he 

had objected and he had honoured him by letting it drop but now the Lord has 

ñopened the heart of my Father to send me of his own free will.ò  

 

His reasons for wishing to emigrate are not known. Did he anticipate that the dyeing 

business would not be profitable, although his fatherôs and grandfatherôs had been 

very successful, or did he just hope for a better life of some sort like so many others 

who emigrated at that time?  He does not seem to have had in mind starting a dyeing 

business but rather to purchase some land to cultivate. He had clearly been taking an 

interest in horticulture. He would do this in New Zealand, but not at that time because 

of the Maori war there. There was even a suggestion that Lucyôs father and brother 

Charles might come out as he wrote that this was not desirable because of the 

depressed conditions in Melbourne. Another relative who had emigrated was his 

cousin William Willway, son of his uncle William (see page 44). He had just arrived 

in Auckland in New Zealand and there is a letter from James to him advising that he 

is better off there than in Melbourne. 

 

Voyage and Melbourne 

He kept a journal on the voyage and sent it to Lucy from Melbourne.  In view of its 

weight he did not use the usual mail and I assume it never arrived as it is not in the 

archives. Although the journey to Melbourne was nearly three months, the post 

seemed to be quicker, taking about six to eight weeks. It was sent via Marseilles 

which must have been faster than the direct route  
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They arrived on 1st September but his first letter is dated 15th.  His health had 

deteriorated on the voyage and he was much weakened.  He was therefore glad that 

she had not come and the business sold because with him being so sick they would 

have been in great straits. He was very weak and could not walk more than a mile but 

was hopeful that with rest he would improve. He recollected that when in Jersey it 

was two months rest before he improved. 

 

Ezra had taken two 3 room houses next to each other but he did not like being in an 

empty house and wanted to be with people.  He therefore contacted ñthe saintsò. This 

expression I take to mean members of the church whom he refers to as brothers and 

sisters.  He presumably had some contacts which he followed up and they were very 

kind. Mr and Mrs McKenzie at an address in Coventry Street, Emerald Hill had taken 

him in. On 20th October he wrote that he was still with them and he was not without 

hope that the Lord would raise him up. On that day he also wrote to his mother that 

doctors had advised him to leave Melbourne and go to Moreton Bay, Brisbane.   In 

writing to Lucy later, after his death, Mr McKenzie said that James had an idea that he 

might not get better and be able to send for her and the children but he would not 

acknowledge that he was dying and always had hope. He was not anxious about them 

as they were in the hands of the Lord. The idea of going to Brisbane raised his hopes 

and he insisted on going alone. 

 

Sarah Goulter, who had been keeping in touch, recollected seeing him one day when 

he did not say anything about leaving.  She wanted to come back the following day 

but did not like going alone and when she went with Ezra two days later, he had gone.  

He had not said anything to her and she wondered whether if she had seen him, she 

could have persuaded him not to go, but that seems unlikely. 

Journey to Sydney and death 

He sold some of his belongings to pay for the voyage and, with the assistance of Mr 

John McKenzie and Mr Charles Davies (mentioned below), was put on board the 

schooner Mimie Dyke on 3rd November to sail to Sydney as the first stage of the 

voyage. He died on 8th November just as the boat was about to arrive in Sydney. The 

captain, who was aware of his condition when he embarked and to whom James had 

given Mr McKenzieôs address when he did not think he would survive the journey, 

wrote to him on the 10th November to inform him of the death. He had been with him 

holding his hand when he died so peacefully that he was not aware of it. He reported 
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that he handed over the body to the coroner who held an inquest and his cash and 

belongings to the Curator of Intestate Estates who would sell them. He wrote that it 

was proved at the inquest that he was a Jew so the body was handed over to the 

Jewish synagogue for burial. This has always been a mystery but the only explanation 

must be that he was either circumcised or looked as if he may have been. 

 

The secretary of the synagogue wrote on 21st November to Jamesô father at 7 

Denmark Street having found this address amongst his papers.  They were aware from 

the papers that there was a wife but no name or address. Charles Davies, another of 

the óbrothersô who had visited James regularly at the McKenzies giving help, 

including arranging for the doctors, and who was a solicitor took on the task of 

informing Lucy.  This he did by writing to Jamesô father on 23rd November with a 

letter for him to forward to her. Which letter was received first is not known. A letter 

having been received from Tabitha, Mr Davies also wrote to her on 28th November. 

She received this on 27th January and immediately wrote to Lucy with her 

condolences. 

 

Formalities following death 

Mr Davies also dealt with the formal matters of dealing with Jamesô belongings and 

the cash with the Curator, advising that someone needed to be appointed in Sydney to 

deal with this.  He understood from Mr Goulter, Mr McKenzie and Mr Davies having 

always been in touch with the Goulters, that there was someone that the family knew.  

This was a Mr Towson, a solicitor whom Lucyôs father knew and the latter 

corresponded with him thereafter dealing the formalities including obtaining a death 

certificate to enable his will to be proved in England.  This, dated 8th May 1856, 

giving his estate to Lucy and appointing her as the executrix with her father as one of 

the witnesses was proved on15th July 1861. The net estate was stated to be under 

£450 
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Alone  
 

Following her husbandôs departure for Australia and subsequent death in 1860, Lucy 

was left with the five children to bring up and the business to run. In addition, her 

mother died during the following year on 7th October aged 60.  This was also caused 

by tuberculosis which had lasted one year. She died at 8 Walcot Terrace so Lucy must 

have been caring for her. The family had moved back there from the cottage in 

Coombe Down as Lucy had to be there to manage the business.  

 

Bessie recorded in her 1889 letter to Aunt Sarah (see page 61):-ñThen came the 

removal from the Prior Park cottage on Combe Down in March 1861, which is 

stamped upon my mind mainly by the delight I felt when we rode down to Walcot 

Terrace and the sorrow Lyddie felt over the loss of her lovely tortoiseshell cat. Mercy 

too cried piteously to be taken back again to the parlour where the piano was.ò The 

reference to the piano must be because she thought it was being left behind.  I expect 

it was moved later.   They always had a piano. 

 

It must have been a struggle and maybe she 

received support from her father. There would 

also have been support from her father-in-law, 

James Willway, in Bristol. It would seem that 

the business was always quite separate from 

the Bristol business but to indicate the link the 

adverts both for James and Lucy, at least until 

1865 when her father-in-law died, include the 

words: -ñfrom the firm of James Willway & 

Son, Bristolò. See the advert shown below. 

Thereafter her mother-in-law, Mary Willway, 

always seems to have been supportive, she 

now managing the Bristol firm in partnership 

with her son-in-law, William Jack. This 

conjecture is in some way corroborated by 

Bessieôs above-mentioned letter in which she 

writes that ñGrandpa and Grandma Willway 

stood by to see whether she would learn to 

walk alone and when they found she managed 

without tumbling down, they thought it best to 

let her go on her way alone.ò 

 

Bessie wrote that to her as a child ñshe seemed a grave quiet woman always in black, 

speaking gently but rarely smiling. When we were naughty the look on her sad white 

face so full of grief seemed worse than any punishment indeedò 

 

She continued: - ñWe were always poor; our dresses were not costly nor numerous 

and our furniture certainly not fashionable but Mama kept us all at school as long as 

she could.  Mercy, Lyddie and I left school at seventeen and the boys not much 

earlierò.  

 

Lucy often mentions in letters how tired she is and having to work late, so not having 

much time to write letters. Bessie does not remember her playing with the children. 
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Help came from various sources. There was Mrs Demerel, who came when Bessie 

was a baby, who helped possibly in the house and business and Lucyôs sister, Mercy 

did also. Bessie writes that there were two or three young people in the workroom and 

the girls were always ready to play with the children. There are also references to Mrs 

E. Loader and Bessie mentions that Lizzie Loader used to tell them stories. It was she 

who registered the death of Lucyôs mother as being present. There is a letter from her 

to Lucy in Swansea in 1866 reporting on various matters relating to the business. 

There was also a nurse and Bessie mentions that one used to take them for walks.  

 

Lucyôs sister, Mercy, helped. I assume that she walked up from 12 Walcot Street. She 

is shown in the 1861 census as being there and in June of that year when Lucy had 

some business in London and their Willway grandmother was staying to look after the 

childrenô Lyddie (aged 9) in a letter to her wrote that Willie had gone down to Aunt 

Mercyôs to sleep ï interesting that it was Aunt Mercyôs rather than Grandpapaôs.  

Mercy accompanied Lucy when away on business in 1863 and from a letter to them 

from their father Mrs Demerel was looking after the children. 

 

Bessie wrote: - ñWe loved Aunt Mercy dearly. Whenever her bright face looked 

through the glass window in the door leading from the shop to the parlour it was the 

signal for a glad time. She and Mama were drawn very close together in those days.ò 

 

The children learned from an early age to help in the house and in the business. In 

return they were allowed to spend long periods away to stay with friends and 

relatives, which needed careful coordination.  In 1873 Lyddie was receiving 2/6d per 

week from her mother, presumably either as an allowance or payment for work or a 

bit of both.  

Lyddie sometimes records being very busy.  

 

The elder children looked after the younger ones, or even vice versa as in the 

following story. Bessie recorded in her diary that when canvassing for the Liberals in 

the 1906 General Election she happened to visit the house where Mr Stedleyôs School 

was, in or near Park Street. This was the school that Willie attended and she, aged 8, 

used to go there to collect him, aged 10, because he used to get teased by other boys. 

This would have been a 15-20 minute walk each way. When asked by the school 

master on one occasion why she came, she replied because her mother told her to! 
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Mercy Davis (19.4.1843 ï 12.3.1869) 
Bessie wrote that she was considered high spirited and proud before her motherôs 

death but she only remembered her as the gentle 

dignified kind auntie whom they all obeyed with 

gladness.  And how beautiful she was.  It seemed 

natural that she should be admired. She was 

always in some difficulty about her many lovers 

so when Mr Davis came, she supposed ñshe chose 

him because he was bound to decide to marry and 

end all these distracting claimsò.  Lucy no doubt 

influenced her in this choice. As mentioned on 

page 54 John Davis (born 1829 so 14 years older) 

was the deputy pastor at Somerset Street chapel. 

They married on 12th August 1868. This was his 

second marriage. They lived at Prospect House, 

Beechen Cliff. 

 

However, Mercy had consumption (tuberculosis). 

It was said that she caught this because of working 

in a jewellerôs shop (Bullocks) where there was no 

heating in winter. Signs of this appeared in about 1865. In the spring of 1867 she had 

an attack and went to Weston-super-Mare for a time to recover and then in August to 

the Goulter family for a holiday (see page 62).  She was not well on the return from 

the honeymoon and deteriorated thereafter. 

 

When commencing her diary in October 1868 Lyddie writes about her illness and 

fears that she will not live. She frequently mentions how she is and that her mother 

goes to see and stay with her ï it was probably about a 40-minute walk.  Lyddie and 

the other children also go. She was very bad just before Christmas but was a bit better 

on Christmas Day. On 3rd January ñUncle Johnò preached at chapel indicating that she 

was not worse.  She was up and down during January and February. At the beginning 

of March she was worse. Lyddie went to see her on the 11th. I have included her diary 

entry for this day and Mercyôs death the following day in Appendix 4 (page 193) as it 

would be difficult to abbreviate it here. 

 

There is a moving letter from Lucyôs and Mercyôs sister Sarah in Australia written in 

May to Lucy after receiving the news, which she had been fearing. At the end she 

writes ñTell dear John (their brother) with my kind love that although Mother and 

Mercy and James are gone, there are some at home yet. I would come home, perhaps I 

may, but if not we shall I trust and believe meet where we shall never part againò. 

This belief in meeting in the aftermath was very strong in the family and gave 

comfort.  She did not come home. 

 

This wedding photo is the only surviving photo of Mercy.  The wedding dress was 

kept in the family until about 1980 when it went to a costume collection.  It was used 

in an exhibition in 1993 at Tetbury Parish Church, Gloucestershire but its 

whereabouts is now not known. John Davis remarried on 15th February 1872 to Emily 

Bidmead.  He became pastor at Manvers Street in 1873 and moved to Clifton in 

Bristol in 1876.   
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The dyeworks business  
This advert is from 1863.  Lucy had 

continued with the name used by James 

from 1858 but after 1865 she just used her 

name ï L.H.Willway  

 

An advert of 1867 gives a description of the 

activities of the business:- ñEstablishment 

for dyeing and cleaning silk, woollen and 

cotton goods, carpets, blankets etc. Feathers 

(in larger letters). Silks ï moire antiqued 

and printed in a variety of colours and 

pattern. Black dyed every Wednesday. 

Table covers, shawls, astrachan and other 

jackets, dresses etc cleaned every 

Thursday. The carriage of parcels paid one way.ò 

 

So customers would have sent goods for cleaning or dyeing and the business returned 

them. A booklet from probably the 1880s provides information on postage rates and 

recommends sending by rail if over 12 oz. 

 

 Alternatively, they would bring them and presumably collect them.  8 Walcot Terrace 

was a little out of the way (the 1867 advert describes it as being opposite Vezeyôs 

coach manufactory) so it was presumably best to have a contact point in the centre of 

town.  In 1859 there had been the branch in Broad Street. In 1863 it is stated that 

orders also received at Miss Luckesô, 3, Corridor. There is then no branch mentioned 

in adverts until 10 Barton St., Queen Square in 1868. By 1871 and until at least 1883 

there was a branch at 2 Pulteney Bridge. In 1889 it was at 14 Northumberland Place 

This, of course, had to be manned by someone. When the children were old enough, 

they were able to man óthe shopô.  There is 

evidence of their doing so between 1874 

and 1879 in that they were able to use their 

spare time there in writing letters. 

 

This is the frontispiece of a 16 page 

brochure describing the work that can be 

done and giving a rough price list e.g. table 

covers cleaned from 1/6 to 4/6 and dyed 

from 2/- to 6/6 

 

Work in connection with feathers seemed to 

be good business. Prominence is given to 

this in the 1867 advert. In a letter that year 

Lucy writes that she had sent 12 feathers 

that night and 4 more were to go the next 

day, presumably meaning these were being 

returned to customers. Jamesô 1859 advert 

refers to ostrich feathers being dyed, 

cleansed or bleached.  Lydie in her diary in 1868 writes that she was very busy with 

curling feathers.  This relates to the craze in the latter part of the 19th century of 
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decorating hats and headdresses with ostrich and other feathers. The cost was 6d to 

2/6 for cleaning and curling and the same for dying and curling. Whether Lucy had 

any opinions on the fate of the birds is not known!  

 

Between January 1877 and January 1881 there are many references to working at 14 

Westgate Street and letters written from there. This may have been a place for doing 

certain work instead of at 8 Walcot Terrace. Lyddie recorded a discussion between 

her mother and Willlie in April 1880 as to whether it should be sold so presumably a 

lease was owned. 

 

Tenby and Pembroke 

As mentioned above, James had connections in South 

Wales and Lucy expanded the business to Tenby in 

Pembrokeshire and the surrounding area. Orders were 

obtained through agents in Tenby, Pembroke, 

Pembroke Docks and Haverfordwest.  In 1876 she 

wrote that there was more business per inhabitant 

from Tenby than from Bath. She enjoyed going to 

Tenby for holidays and that area always remained a 

favourite place for her and the children. See the 

description of a later holiday in Manorbier in the 

appendix. Initially her agent in Tenby was Mrs 

Morgan, the first reference to her in letters being 

1863, and she and/or the children used to stay with her 

and her husband on visits, which were at least once per year. She had a business, 

possibly clothier, and was later assisted by her daughter, Polly (in photo), probably 

about the same age as Lyddie, with whom Lucyôs children became friendly.  

However, Polly died in 1878 and there were other agents in Tenby after that.  In 

Pembroke the agent was Mr Edwin Thomas who had a shoe shop there. There was a 

long-standing friendship with him and his family and she and/or the children used to 

stay with them. 

 

 Lucy would travel either by train or packet steamer (i.e.boat) from Bristol but she did 

not like sea travel and preferred to avoid it. Journeys used to involve visits to Tenby 

and Pembroke and sometimes surrounding areas where there were customers. In one 

letter Lucy wrote that she had walked 11 miles in scorching sun having business in 

Milford Haven and Haverfordwest before returning to Pembroke. In another she 

visited someone who hadnôt paid a bill for four years. Reflecting on this later in her 

diary Bessie wrote: - ñWe can never know what all her love and care cost her when 

she came to see her é. agents and she took long walks on business, brave and fearless 

little mother.ò 
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8 Walcot Terrace 

There would normally have been at least one servant living in the house (the 1861 

census shows two) and men were employed in the dyeworks. The 1851 census states 

one man and two apprentices, there is no information in 1861 and 1871 but in 1881 

Lucy is described as a general dyer and cleaner employing 3 men. In September 1873 

Lyddie reckoned that they employed 13 people but that might have included the 

family. There are occasional mentions of the 

names of men but the one that appears frequently 

is Charles whom James took on as an apprentice 

in 1848. In January 1877 the men were invited to 

a supper and he was presented with a watch and 

chain. Bessie in her diary gives the names of four 

others and writes that she, Lyddie and Mercy 

waited.  

 

Lyddie recorded in her diary the usual sort of 

problems with servants ï coming and going, some 

good, others not and records one particular story 

in 1869 when the servant, Mary, disappeared after 

going on an errand with some money to purchase 

provisions. She was eventually found and brought 

back after having got drunk with a friend and met 

up with some soldiers. Lucy forgave her although 

she left a little later. Lyddie was impressed as to 

her motherôs handling of it and her reading ñJudge not that ye be not judgedò. 

 

There is a description of the house and dyeworks in the Appendix 1 on page 183 This 

appendix is an account written by Lucyôs granddaughter, Lucy Wates, of the latterôs 

brother, Reginaldôs, youth. To avoid the confusion of the two Lucys I will refer to her 

when referring to the appendix as LWW. This is a source of much information and is 

written from personal recollections in a style which I could not repeat here and gives a 

real picture of family life even though the emphasis is on Reggie.  I will use 

information from it, referring where necessary to ñLucyôs biographyò, but it needs to 

be read. 

 

This photo of the road front was taken in 2011. The land at the back sloped down to 

the river so that there would have been a room or rooms on a lower ground floor. It is 

difficult to reconcile the various descriptions I have come across. There is reference to 

a parlour where the family would normally have gathered.  Maybe this was the 

kitchen mentioned by LWW or adjacent to it.  There was a drawing room presumably 

on the upper ground floor but was this the óshopô described by LWW? 

Correspondence in 1867 mentions that they were living in the front drawing room 

because the parlour was being cleaned ï it is so comfortable and they will be sorry to 

go down again. 

 

 LWW refers to the sideboard and large table in the large back room. These were 

those made by William Cock and referred to on page 35.  For further history of the 

sideboard see page 143. 
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It is not known how many bedrooms there were. There must have been one for the 

maid servant. The photo shows a loft room but that may not have been there 150 years 

earlier. The same correspondence from Bessie in 1867 to Lyddie when she was away 

at school indicates two bedrooms for the family, Willie and Mercy in one and Bessie, 

Offie and Mama in Mamaôs room.  There was the possibility of letting a third room or 

rooms and in 1869 there was a lodger. The children did not like having lodgers but 

accepted that the income was needed.  As will be seen later there were frequently 

friends staying for quite long periods. Bessie wrote that her mother was naturally 

hospitable. There must have been at least one spare room but otherwise it was 

probably a matter of sharing. At the present day the building is divided into five flats 

 

LWW mentions the small garden where there were once fowls and the garden on the 

other side of the river.  From correspondence it seems that the children each had their 

own plot in the garden (presumably the one across the river).  There were always 

chickens, and on one occasion reference to a goat. Various fruit trees are mentioned 

including plums, and red currants. James had taken interest in horticulture and in his 

last correspondence with Lucy there is reference to a Field which he was anxious 

about.  This may have been the area across the river. 

 

By the early 1880s Bessie and Lyddie had left home following their marriages which 

are covered later from page 102.  Willie was presumably still living there but he 

married in 1885.  Thereafter there were just Mercy and Theophilus at home and when 

the opportunity occurred to move to the house that Bessie and her husband were 

occupying, they must have decided to take it. 
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Shirley Villa  
In 1886 Lucy took over the lease of the property Shirley Villa, Beechen Cliff.  The 

background to this is on pages 106  and 142 and see the map on page 165. She moved 

there with Mercy and Theophilus but she and Mercy went to Walcot Terrace each 

day, about a 40-minute walk. The living accommodation at Walcot Terrace was let 

out. The lease was initially in her name only, although Theophilus paid part of the 

rent. This, however, deprived him of the right to vote as evidenced by a newspaper 

report in 1892, when the Conservatives challenged his right, so he then became joint 

tenant.  

 

This was a semi-detached house with three stories, as can be seen from the modern 

photo on page 161. James and Bessie Baillie are at the lower window, which dates the 

photo to the late 1890s and Mercy is in the upper window, the photo presumably 

being taken by Theophilus.  There must have been four bedrooms, one for Lucy and 

Mercy, one for Theo, one would have accommodated visiting grandchildren and there 

was a servant and/or lodger. In 1896 Mr Spear had an extra room constructed by 

converting the old fowl house, although the 1911 census states that there only six 

rooms. They had chickens and grew vegetables.  See also LWWôs description in 

Appendix 1 on page 184 

 

Between 1890 and 1901 there are many references to the dog Toby but no mention of 

his breed. LWW also writes about him on the same page. 

Willie  
Lucy continued to run the business until it was eventually taken over by her son, 

Willie. This was probably about 1890.  I assume that Willie was assisting her before 

that but it is not clear nor what else he might have been doing in the meantime. In 

1887 when Lucy was in Jersey she seemed to be relying on Mercy in her absence 

although also gives advice to pass on to Willie. It seems that he helped out, as the 

other children did, in the 1870s with manning the branch and helping on visits to 

Tenby and Pembroke. He spent some time in London when he was 18 and again when 
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20 but what he was doing is not recorded.  In 1874 (aged 20) he wrote to Lyddie that 

he did not just want to stay in the business and was critical of the way his mother was 

managing it.  He was thinking of going to America and Australia but nothing came of 

that. See page 143 for later information about him and his family. 

 

Mercy Willway (8.3.1858-6.1952) 
Mercy was a great support to her mother both in the business, managing the house or 

houses, looking after visiting grandchildren and caring for her in her old age. Some 

letters show her early involvement in the business.  In 1874 (aged 16) she wrote to 

Lyddie that there was very little work to do as Charles and Joseph (the men working 

in the dyehouse) do all the work and there is no 

óframerô.  In 1878 she wrote to her mother in 

Pembroke that she had sent some feathers to Tenby 

but did not know for whom as her mother had the 

book. In a letter from Lyddie to her mother at that 

time she writes that Mercy is so dependable, they 

could not do without her. She takes everything on 

herself so calmly and cheerfully. 

 

Mercy had had smallpox and her face was disfigured 

as a result. This information was passed down 

through the family. I have not found any reference to 

it in correspondence but it was probably as a young 

girl. This is the only photo of her other than group 

photos where she normally wears her hat forward to 

partially hide her face. I happened to be reading 

Bleak House by Charles Dickens when writing this. 

This shows how a girlôs chances of marriage are likely to be destroyed by the 

disfigurement caused by smallpox.  Her life was that of the typical unmarried 

daughter, helping her mother and after her death keeping house for her unmarried 

brother, Theophilus. She always slept with her mother. 

 

 In her old age she was blind, or nearly blind, and it may be that her sight was always 

bad as a result of the smallpox.  The last surviving letters from her are in 1910/11 and 

are very difficult to read.  Earlier letters up to 1894 are quite legible so the blindness 

must have developed between those dates. From the earlier letters one can see that she 

had the same literary ability as her sisters.  

 

There are many complimentary remarks about Mercy.  Bessie in her 1889 letter to 

Aunt Sarah (see page 61): - ñMercy is the cleverest of the family and the most 

unselfish. If she had been spoilable, she might have been spoilt for we all readily gave 

her the best. é.Mercy had always most consideration but then we have thought of her 

as one consecrated by suffering (presumably a reference to the smallpox). Her 

character is so exalted that in her life is being fulfilled the text James gave her at her 

baptism (page 102) ï óWhen He hath tried me I shall come forth as goldô. 

 

Another story told by Bessie is that when Mercy found her motherôs spectacles which 

had been lost in the garden her mother said to Willieôs children who had been present 
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at the time: -ñIf ever there was an angel upon earth it is your aunt Mercy.  If she were 

to die, I should die too. I could not live without her.ò 

 

Under her motherôs will Mercy inherited her estate which included her motherôs 

inheritance from her grandfather, Charles Chapel Davis, which after the death of her 

step-mother in 1910, gave her additional income. See page 108   

Theophilus Charles (óTheoô) Willway  (12.2.1860-
2.7.1927) 

There is no evidence that Theo, or Offie as he was known 

as a boy, helped in the business.  His health does not 

seem to have been good.  In 1876 he was seriously ill 

with some form of fever and Lucy thought he was going 

to die. He became a photographer. Bessie recorded his 

first attempt at a photo of her in 1877. He trained under 

William Friese-Green, who had his first studio at 34 Gay 

Street, Bath and who became famous as an early pioneer 

of motion pictures.  He set up on his own at 15 Royal 

Promenade, Clifton, Bristol in 1886, sharing with Friese-

Green. He advertised as a childrenôs photographer and 

copier of old photos.  He did not marry and there is no 

record of any relationships with women.  Except for a 

period around 1890 when he was in Bristol, he lived at 

home with his mother and sister Mercy and later, by 

1900, set up his studio and conducted his business from there. There are several 

photos under his name in the family collection which are copies of older ones.  

 

Here is some brief information on the rest of his life. He was active in church matters.  

According to his obituaries he was superintendent of the Sunday School at the 

Vineyards for about 10 years and assisted at the services at Trafalgar Chapel, Upper 

Weston; and then for about 18 years assisted at the Dolemeads Mission as their 

organist, acquiring a new organ from the Baptist Chapel at Abergevenny in 1913 

when Bessieôs husband, James Baillie, was pastor there, and superintendent of the 

Band of Hope. He loved children and was devoted to the Temperance cause. His 

nephews and nieces seem to have been fond of him. 

 

A note in the family bible records that he had the great pleasure of hoisting the Union 

Jack on the Abbey Tower in the morning on the occasion of the signing of the 

armistice at the conclusion of the Great War November 11th 1918. 

 

Lucyôs death and character  
There were various occasions when Lucy was seriously ill and the family doctor, Dr. 

George Norman said that Mercy by her care and nursing had prolonged her life for 

years. In 1877 she was ill for 3 months and missed 14 Sundays at chapel. She was 

attended then by Dr Morgan and Dr Norman. Dr Norman had probably recently 

joined Dr Morgan, who had been the family doctor until then, and he was the family 

doctor until at least 1919, so for over 50 years! 
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She was again seriously ill in March and April 1900 and her children were afraid she 

might not live. Her death certificate confirms that she died of pneumonia so these may 

have been earlier infections. 

 

Mercy wrote about her death in 1905. On 

Friday 3rd March she made the bread and 

helped with other things. On the 

following day she complained of feeling 

chilly and nothing could make her warm. 

She got her to bed and lit the fire and 

Lyddie came from Swindon. On Tuesday 

the doctor thought she would recover but 

on Thursday he said it was critical and 

advised that Bessie be informed and she 

came from Cardiff after being 

telegraphed.  On the Sunday morning 

when Lyddie was giving her something 

she said it was no use and she must go. 

Theophilus said ñIôll meet you, motherò, 

Bessie added ñWe will all meet youò.  

They all then heard her distinctly say 

ñBy the Grace of Godò and died. Mercy 

added that the faith on which she lived 

all her life supported her in death, her 

great reverence and her strong 

confidence were very remarkable. 

Although she does not record it Willie was probably also there. 

 

These are the words engraved on the tombstone in St. James Cemetery:- 

 

In loving memory of our dear father 

JAMES WILLIAM C.WILLWAY  

Who died on entering Sydney Harbour Australia 

On November 8th 1860 aged 36 yrs. 

Also of our sweet mother 

LUCY HANNAH WILLWAY  

Whose earthly life of supreme faith in her 

Saviour and absolute devotion to her fatherless children 

Closed on March 12th 1905 aged 73 yrs 

 

Character 

Bessie, in a letter to someone after the death as recorded in her diary wrote:- ñOnly 

very few could know how our mother belonged to every joy of our life, how she 

entered into all its interests, she was so much to us, her wise counsel, her unfaltering 

faith, her absolute belief in the word of the living God, how these things have 

influenced our lives and then her love and gentleness  it glorified earth and made all 

oneôs days beautiful. She never grew old; her spirit was young and fresh and helpful.ò 
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Lyddie wrote to her husband, William, on 24th June 1882: - ñShe certainly is a 

remarkable woman. She seems to have an inexhaustible fund of energy, and an 

indomitable courage of some sort.  How she gets through the work she does is 

perfectly marvellous.  Her business of itself is quite as much as any ordinary person 

could manage, but besides that she has the wants of the household to attend to, and 

two invalids to wait on.  It canôt be strength that keeps.heré.so I suppose it must be 

spiritò.  One of the invalids was Lyddie expecting her first child, Reginald, who was 

born on 2nd July. 

 

When writing to her mother prior to that occasion, when William was agreeing to her 

going to her mother, she wrote that he had said that his ideal of a Christian was her 

mother. She was the most sanctified being he knew and the best of it is she doesnôt 

know it herself.  She does not make you feel wicked by contrast with her own 

goodness but unconsciously her very presence makes you a better Christian. 

  

In 1912 when writing about her own worries Lyddie wrote that with such a mother as 

she had she could not be gloomy.  When her mother had business problems she would 

go upstairs and tell Lord Jesus about it and come down with courage 

 

LWW writes as follows: - 

ñGrandmamma was small frail and 

delicate but of indomitable will and her 

influence over her children was such that 

no important step was ever taken by them 

without her advice, even when her two 

sons and three daughters had reached 

middle age.  In times of trouble, she was 

always their refuge.ò 

She, and no doubt the other 

grandchildren, were very fond of her and 

this large framed portrait hung over her 

bed at her home, Rowhill Grange. 

 

Her religious beliefs of course came from 

her father and no doubt reinforced by her 

husband. They were passed on early to 

her children; writing to Lyddie aged 9 in 

1861:-ñread the bible for the Holy Scriptures are able to make you wise unto 

Salvation..ò; to all the children in 1863 when she was away -  they must be sure to say 

blessings before eating and would like them to sing certain hymns and to chapel at 

least twice on Sunday; and that year to Lyddie and Bessie staying with their 

grandparents in Bristol ï remember to read bibles every day ï she is anxious but 

commits them to their Father in Heaven. 

 

In her letter to aunt Sarah in 1889 (page 61) Bessie wrote that she can trace her 

grandmotherôs character (see page 55 ) in her  just as she sees her grandfatherôs 

allegiance to principle. 

 

The children grieved much for her after her death in 1905 remembering her on various 

anniversaries and in some way comforted by the thought of meeting her again after 
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their deaths.  In 1915 in reflecting on memories of Shirley Villa, Bessieôs husband 

James wrote:- ñWill see her again in the Better Land but perhaps she will be too 

exalted amongst the saints.ò 

 

This belief in meeting again in heaven was held by Lyddieôs daughter Lucy, my 

grandmother, who said to me when I saw her for the last time that we would meet 

again. 
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Chapter 6 - Mary Gilbert Willway  (1.6.1802-28.6.1888) 

(Lyddieôs grandmother) 

 

Mary survived her husband, James, by 23 years and outlived all her children other 

than John. See page 37  for earlier details and family tree. 

 

In directories of 1870 and 1872 Maryôs address is 

given as 1 Miles Cottages, Durdham Down.  In 

the 1881 census she was at 65 Hampton Park, 

Redland.  Her address at the date of her will in 

1885 was 1 Royal Colonnade, Park Street. 

 

The Bath family, the children of her son James, 

were fond of their grandmother who frequently 

came to stay with them in Bath and welcomed 

them to stay with her in Bristol. 

 

 Here is a description by Lyddie in her diary of 

1869 of a visit to her in Bristol:-ñGood to see the 

same steady servant Ellen ï looks as though she 

hadnôt laughed since creation. Grandma with her 

pretty face, much prettier than some of the girls now-a-daysé I sometimes fancy in 

my mind how she must have looked as a young girl     - a rather wild scapegrace sort 

of girléthough she is so different now, but by what she has told me I can see that she 

has not been always the same. She said that Grandpa used to feel quite pained about 

her frisky ways because he was ten years older and was half afraid she was too young 

for himò. 

 

 Although she tends to look severe in her photos a closer look does reveal the pretty 

face. 

 

Lyddie also recorded how it was nice having her stay in Bath. It took some of the care 

off her mother and was a comfort to her. 

 

The following notes were made about her on a letter she had written to Lyddie in 

1869 relating to Mercy Davisô imminent death (She had written on the letter ñMind 

you burn thisò): ñGrandma Willway hated school and persuaded her mother to let her 

stay away. óFoolish woman! I have regretted it all my life. Fancy listening to a child 

like that!ô Thus her lack of education ï and her request to óburn thisô. She was a clever 

woman. When her husband followed her advice in his investments, he was successful 

ï they saved £8000 ï óIt might have been Ã16,000 if he had listened to me.ô When he 

did not, he lost moneyò. A birthday letter to Lyddie of 1873 also said, ñI hope you 

will burn this letter if not I shall not write you another.ò As this letter was preserved 

and there are no others, perhaps she carried out her threat! 

 

In Sept 1887 she made some dolls clothes for her great-granddaughter Lucy and 

Lyddie was very impressed that she could make clothes like that at the age of 85.  
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 On her death in 1888 Lyddie wrote to her mother: - ñWhatever her faults she was a 

good Christian and I thought of her yesterday, spending her first Sunday in heaven, 

and how different she would be with all the sharpness and angles worn offò.   

 

She then wrote after receiving a letter from her mother, presumably about the terms of 

the will, that it was such a relief that she and Mercy would be provided for and she 

would not need to slave and toil all her life. It was good of her to give Mercy the 

£400. In August 1885 Mary must have spoken to Lucy about the terms of the will, 

which had been made in April that year, as Lyddie wrote to her mother that it was a 

great relief to know that she, who had worked so hard, will still be independent.  

 

Mercy was given a legacy of £140 and 6 Bristol Water Company shares so 

presumably the value of the shares was about £260.  It is however a puzzle about the 

apparent relief for Lucy.  She merely received a legacy of £10, which was the same as 

that of her other daughter-in-law Sarah, her son Johnôs wife.  There is no other 

mention of her in the will.  It is as though Mary could have taken some action which 

would have deprived her of the business but there is nothing to indicate that Mary had 

any interest in the Walcot Street business. 

 

As to her own legacy of £140 Lyddie would invest it to so that it grows and helps with 

the childrenôs education. She did not love her for what she hoped she would give her.  

They all tried to make her happy and she was never so happy as when staying at 

Walcot. 

 

I will now give information about her children and grandchildren, other than the 

Davis family. 

John Sweet Willway ( 6.8.1826-1914) 
John Sweet Willway did not come into the dyeing business. He became a gas fitter 

and in 1853 was in business on his own as a gas fitter and gas stove and cooking 

apparatus manufacturer at 29 St. Augustineôs Parade. He carried on a very successful 

business there for half a century, being succeeded by his son Alfred Bush Willway. 

There are a number of registered patents in both their names. He dabbled in other 

matters - patented a combined doormat and scraper, and a bottle rack; sold penny 

farthing bicycles; sold sewing machines; and invested in property. Further details of 

his activities are given on page 43 of Debby Kleinôs account referred to on page 30 

above. 

 

In 1867 Lyddie wrote to her mother describing his house as órather grand with 8 

rooms downstairs and 6 upstairs, only wanting a carriage and pair to complete itô.   

 

As a successful businessman, he seems to have become involved in the business and 

financial affairs of various members of the family.  He acted as executor and trustee 

of his motherôs estate and, as will be seen later, of his brother Jamesô father-in-law, 

Charles Davis. He may also have been involved in saving the dyeworks businesses as 

mentioned below. 

He had five children but only three grandchildren and other than one great-grandchild 

who died young no further descendants.   

 



 81 

His eldest daughter Alice (born 1861) was an art teacher and unmarried.  She is 

mentioned later. 

 

Alfred (1863 - 1912) is mentioned above and was unmarried. The company 

J.S.Willway & Sons Ltd, as well as continuing as gas and electrical engineers, 

expanded into other activities including cars. In the 1911 census he is described as a 

motor engineer and his father as a retired motor engineer.  

 

Herbert (1865-1949) would have been involved in the company but also managed the 

Dye Works and Laundry company (see page 149). He had one son, Norman (1893-

1975), who married and had a son who tragically died at the age of 23 from polio. 

Norman took over the management of the laundry company. 

 

 Ellen (ñNellieò) (1867 - 1954) married and had one son Philip Lace (born 1903).  He 

was interested in the family history and some of the information recorded here comes 

from him.  He acted as his cousin Normanôs executor and acquired a family bible. The 

bible itself was bulky and of no interest so when I met him in 1983 he tore out the 

relevant pages and gave them to me! He also acquired the portrait of his great-great-

grandfather, William Cock which he gave to the Bristol Art Gallery. The portrait is on 

page 34. 

 

The youngest child, Mary Gilbert (born 1871), the same names as her grandmother 

which is confusing, was unmarried and died in 1915 aged 44 from tuberculosis. The 

three unmarried children seem always to have been living with their parents.   

 

Tabitha Jack ( 8.12.1822-7.11.1863) and the firm 
Willway & Jack  

Tabitha married William Jack in January 1848. He was the son of the pastor of the 

Castle Green Chapel as to which see page 40 above.  She was called the Belle of 

Bristol because of her beauty. She was said to have 

violet eyes and golden hair.  He was in business as a 

hatter and they lived in Newport, Wales. Their eldest 

child, Jessica (óJessieô), was born in Bristol in 1849 

but the next six children were born in Newport where 

they were still living in 1861. 

 

The dyeworks business is advertised in May 1864 

under the name of Willway & Jack, so it seems that, 

perhaps because of ill health, James had brought 

Tabithaôs husband into the business.  He had been 

acting as agent for the business in Newport. As 

Tabithaôs youngest child was born in Bristol in 1862 

this may have been sometime in 1861 or 1862. They moved to Roslin Villa, 48 

Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. Tabitha sadly died there in November 1863 at the 

age of 40 when her youngest child was only 18 months old. Her mother was with her 

when she died and registered the death, the death certificate stating that she died of a 

disease of the spleen. How the children were cared for after her death is not known.  

Jessie, the eldest child was 14 and would have helped and no doubt Tabithaôs mother 
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did but in 1869 William married Amy Priscilla Thomas, aged 25, by whom he had 

two sons. 

 

With Jamesô death in 1865, his widow Mary took his place and the business continued 

to be described as Willway & Jack at 7 Denmark Street. At the time of the census in  

1871 the Jack family were still at Roslin Villa, Hampton Park. William was described 

in the census as a dyer employing 10 hands and three of the four eldest children, 

Jessie, Mary and William were working in the business. Later that year they moved to 

51 Park Street, Bristol. An advertisement in December announces the opening of a 

branch there where orders can be received and information given, the house being 

named Argyll House and being opposite the end of Great Georgeôs Street. The family 

would have lived in the accommodation over the shop. 

 

Tabitha Willway 1822-1863 m William Morrison Jack 1821-1881 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Jessica      Charles      Mary     William      Frederick      Sophia       Lilias         James 

  1849        1850        1852        1854            1856            1859         1860           1862 

        died 1876  died 1877  died 1877         died by 1871            

 

m 1883 Edwin Moxley  one child     m Esher Langston 

 

   James Morrison 1885         4 children        died 1943     died 1938 

She died 1934 

 

By the time William Jack died in 1881, of the eight children only four were still 

living. I have seen the death certificates of Mary and William, mentioned above, who 

both died in 1877, aged 25 and 23 respectively, from some form of tuberculosis. The 

others who had died were the eldest son, Charles, died 1871 aged 21, and Sophia, 

born 1859. She is not mentioned in the 1871 census so may have died before that.  

 

The youngest daughter, Lilias, born 1860 was by 1877 working in the business and 

her cousin Nellie, John Willwayôs daughter, at the age of 11 remembers visiting the 

dye works about then and being appalled at the conditions under which she was 

working. 

 

Although the business 

continued using the 

name Willway & Jack, at 

some point Mary retired 

from it although she still 

owned the property at 7 

Denmark Street.  This is 

an 1875 advertisement in 

the Weston-super-Mare 

gazette.  

 

William died from a 

stroke and pneumonia 

after the census in 1881. In this he is shown as a dyer employing 16 men and 7 
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women. Jessie is there as a dyerôs assistant and the youngest of Tabithaôs children, 

James, as a dyer hotpresser. Lilias was with her Willway grandmother.  

 

By his will William left the business as to one third to his daughter Jessie and as to 

two-thirds to his wife. Legacies were left to Lilias and James. The intention was 

presumably that Jessie would continue managing the business. However, Williamôs 

death was probably sudden and it must have been difficult for his widow and Jessie. 

Furthermore, in February 1883 Jessie married Edwin Moxley and Williamôs widow at 

some later date emigrated to Australia with her two children. .  Later census returns 

show that Lilias was able to live on her own means and in 1901 was with Jessie. 

James became a grocer. 

 

It is probable that John Sweet Willway stepped in to help at some stage.  In 1883 the 

business was at 7 Denmark Street and Royal Arcade, Whiteladies Gate, Redland but 

this is the last record of it. It was merged with the other Willway business (see page 

148) but I have no information as to when. It seems probable that this was soon after 

Williamôs death 

 

The only one of Tabitha and Williamôs children not mentioned in the will and who 

does not seem ever to have worked in the business was Frederick, born 1856. He was 

with his father at his death and registered the death.  Further information about him 

and about William Jackôs father can be found on pages 44 and 45 of Debby Kleinôs 

account (see page 30), Debby being Frederickôs descendant. 

Mary Powell ( 10.6.1841-6.1.1868) and the Powell family  
Mary Elizabeth Willway, the late child of the family, married Frederick (óFredô) 

Gover Powell in March 1864 when she was 22. and they had two daughters, Minnie 

born on 31st January 1865 and Lydia (óLillyô) born on 16 August 1866. The Powell 

family, living at 3 Lower Park Row, would seem to have been part of a circle of 

friends with the Willway family.  The father, George Frederick Powell was a 

newspaper editor and the local Registrar of births and deaths.  Fred was a mariner. 

Tragically, Mary died on 6th January 1868 of typhoid after 16 days fever, aged only 

26. Their address given on the death certificate was 9 Ruyadael Place, which is in 

Triangle South, Queens Road at the west end of Park Row but Fred gave his address 

as his parentsô. The death certificate is also signed by his father as Registrar, as are all 

the other family death certificates that I inspected! Her cousin, Sarah Davis, who was 

friendly with her (see page 61) wrote that the short marriage was not a happy one.  

 

Fred described himself as an ale and porter merchant on the death certificate. In 1881 

he is described as a vinegar manufacturer.  More information about his careers can be 

found on page 42 in Debby Kleinôs account (referred to on page 30 above).  As to his 

fondness for Lyddie see page 92. 

 

Fred returned to his parentsô home with the children although Minnie seems to have 

spent some time with her Willway grandmother. He married again on 18th September 

1873 to Adelaide (óAddieô), aged about 20.  They had a house in Fishponds in the 

north-eastern suburbs of Bristol. Minnie and Lilly lived with them there initially. 

After the birth of Addieôs first child, she went to visit her mother in Dublin with the 

baby in the autumn of 1874 and their Willway grandmother came to look after the 

house and children.  Later, perhaps after the birth of the second child, they returned to 
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their Powell grandparents where they were at the time of the 1881 census.  Minnie did 

not marry. Lilly married but had no children. 

 

For more about the families in Bristol see page 91. 

 

 

 

Death and will  
 

Mary made her will in 1885 when her address was 1 Royal Colonnade, Park Street. At 

the date of her death she was living at her son Johnôs residence, 1 Camden Terrace, 

Cotham Road South. 

 

She died on the 28th June 1888 aged 86 having outlived all her children except John. 

Tabitha and Mary would thus not have benefitted under their fatherôs will (see page 

38) and their children would have inherited their shares. There is no information as to 

what changes may have taken place between their deaths.   

 

She disposed of 20 Bristol Waterworks shares under her will, so either her husbandôs 

had been released to her or she had some of her own. These were £20 shares worth 

possibly £40 each. 5 went to John and 1 to each of his five children, 2 to James Jack, 

6 to Lucy Willwayôs daughter Mercy, in recognition no doubt of her greater need, and 

2 to Lucyôs son Willie. There were pecuniary legacies to Lucyôs children, as 

mentioned above, and the Jack children. Minnie Powell received a £3 ï 14s annual 

rent charge on Dunraven House, Durdham Down and Lilly Powell a £3 annual rent 

charge on Apsley, Durdham Down. She had purchased the leasehold interest in a 

warehouse in Mark Lane to the rear of 6 Denmark Street so she gave this to Minnie 

and Lilly as they received the lease of the property under her husbandôs will.  The 

residue was left to her son John who was one of the two executors. 

 

A clock in a mahogany case was given to Lucy.  This is probably the clock made by 

her father now held by a descendant of Lucyôs son Reginald Ainsworth. 

 

The value of the estate for probate was £2529. 
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Chapter 7 - Lyd ia Willwayôs childhood and youth 

1861 - 1869 
She was always known as Lyddie, Lyddy or (by her siblings) Lyd.  I will refer to her 

by the first. She was eight when her father left for 

Australia so she would have had memories of him 

and there are references in her letters as to what his 

attitude would have been in particular 

circumstances.  From a young age she would have 

assisted in looking after the younger children. This 

is believed to be a photo of her with her father.  

 

There is a letter to her in July 1861 from her 

mother when she was staying with a Mrs Jones.  

This may have been a school but there is no other 

information about it. In the letter she writes that 

she had taken Willie and Bessie to school and 

Bessie was pleased to go.  Bessie was five so perhaps this was when she first went.  

Except for this possible period with Mrs Jones the girls went to Miss Sturge in Bath.  

The school system seems to have been that individuals set themselves up as schools 

with quite a small number of pupils and did most of the teaching themselves assisted 

by one or two others, the pupils often boarding as Lyddieôs mother and aunts had 

done. This, of course, had to be paid for so the cost of educating five children must 

have been considerable particularly when they were boarding.  In 1865 and 1866 

Willie  (aged 11 and 12) was at Mr Greeningôs school in Bideford in Devon known as 

Queen Street House Academy, the Greening family seeming to be friends in Bath. 

This was a long journey either by train or packet steamer.  

 

In her diary in 1869 Lyddie gives a description of herself at about the age of 10 when 

reminiscing about her first visit to the house of the Powell family in Bristol (see page 

83) with her aunt Mary Willway :-ñéa timid little mortal as ever lived, painfully 

conscious of my awkwardness and bashfulness and dreading to see strangerséCould 

I have seen myself then as I am now and in the same position, I never could have 

believed it. I had such a small opinion of my own merits that I was afraid to tread in 

such a splendid roomò.  She was not surprised people did not take to her ñbeing what 

people call a óstrangeô child never making friends with anybody but liking to be 

myself where I certainly should have no superior, a thing I disliked because 

everybody seemed busy with their own affairs and did not want me.ò  She had 

certainly changed by the time she wrote this. 

Education 

 When she was 15 in April 1867 Lyddie was taken to her motherôs old school in 

Chippenham, now Miss Elliottôs.  She was very unhappy there as evidenced by the 

correspondence that she received from her mother and aunt Mercy, initially 

encouraging her that it would get better and then from aunt Mercy and Willie 

sympathising for being unhappy.  About 18 months later she recorded in her diary, on 

the visit of an acquaintance from the school, that she did not envy her going back and 

although it was good to hear about the old school associations her recollections were 
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not very pleasant. She must have made it clear that she did not want to go back as she 

was only there for the one term.  

 

One outcome of the stay in Chippenham may have been the friendships with Maggie 

Mills  and Lizzie Longdon. Aunt Mercy, in one of her letters writes that she is glad the 

Millsôs are kind to her so this goes back to the previous generation.  They became one 

of the circles of her and Bessieôs close friends, particularly Maggie, with frequent 

visits to Cheltenham and of them to Bath. For more on this family and a photo see 

page 91. 

 

She kept many of the letters she received when at the school and they, particularly 

those from Bessie aged 11, throw a light on the family life and record aunt Mercyôs 

illness, stay in Weston-super-Mare and return home.  Grandpa (Charles Chapel Davis)  

had been to Ramsgate and Abingdon and was going on a journey again to preach; 

Bessie had asked if she could learn French; had been going for a walk with Grandpa 

to Lincoln Vale but it rained so Grandpa and Uncle John came to tea; seeds had been 

sewn in their gardens; Offie walking on the veranda and Fan, the dog, barking as 

usual; cats Polly and Tabby; Willie had been playing cricket; mother very tired; 

Bessie mending clothes in  her place; she cuts the bread and butter but cannot make 

the puddings and pies; using the drawing room which is very comfortable because the 

parlour is being cleaned; Willie working in garden and has a rabbit; Aunt Mercy 

making puddings and pies now she is feeling better; silk worm eggs hatching; 

Bessieôs quarrel with cousins Nettie and Nellie; took lilies of the valley to Miss Sturge 

who treated it as peace offering for being late; Willie threw Polly in the water; Mr 

Davis, our minister, playing draughts with Willie (the only reference to his friendship 

with the family leading to his marriage to Mercy in 1868); tea in the garden and more 

about silk worms; Bessie hurt her knee falling in the dye-house and was off school; 

Lyddie had written to Willie in French but he could not read it. (The letter was kept 

and shows her proficiency in French.) Offie, aged 7 even wrote by dictation to Mercy, 

aged 9, but the letter is not very readable ï a reference to playing with his train. 

 

Back in Bath in the autumn of 1867 she went to school with Mrs Davies who taught at 

the Grand Pump Room Library, which sounds like a grand venue.  Her mother must 

have been satisfied with her education there as in January 1869 she decided to send 

Bessie and Mercy there instead of to Miss Sturge although Mercy did not start until 

the following term (or quarter as they were then known). Lyddie did not go that term 

but she went again in the summer term and that appears to have been her last. From 

the school reports the subjects taught were English reading and composition, History, 

Geography, Drawing, French, Biblical studies, Natural philosophy. The reports in all 

subjects were very good or excellent with a few ñimprovingò. Two of the three 

surviving reports also contain General Behaviour ï very good indeed and very good ï 

and Manners ï rather abrupt in June 1868 and improved in Dec. These items are not 

on the final report in June 1869 and look as though they may have been cut off! 

 

There was a certain amount of further education.  In 1873 she records attending 

weekly music and French lessons.   Later she and Bessie both learned Latin and 

Greek, attending weekly classes and taking exams.  She often attended public lectures 

and noted in one entry that it was good to have an uncle, namely uncle Charles, to 

take her to lectures. Talks were also given at the chapel, mainly of a religious nature 

but sometimes quite different. She enjoyed one on King Alfred and that on Milton 
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was good, although she does not like Milton.  óUncle Johnô gave a lecture on 

volcanoes at chapel which she found very interesting.   

Diary 

This photo is dated November 1867. In October 1868 

Lyddie decided to keep a diary which she kept fairly 

regularly at first and then sporadically until October 1870. 

Later she used pocket diaries with very small writing in 

1873 and part of 1874. There were other diaries that have 

not survived until the final one commencing in Feb 1880. I 

will quote some of her introduction to the first diary which 

introduces a picture of herself: - 

ñI am a young girl of sixteen full of life and spirits, at least 

sometimes, but perhaps one day if I still keep this diary I 

may have to put down óI am an old woman of sixtyô and then what will be the 

difference, only that then I shall have seen life and now I have only heard of itééIt 

is very nice to be young and have a lot of nice friends. I should like never to grow old 

and so would all the world but that canôt be. I think sixteen is a very pretty age 

because you are not full bloom; to use a poetical term it is like a nearly opened rose 

bud. I am rather of a poetical turn of mind as I daresay this diary will testify as it goes 

on. I ought to be very happy though we arenôt very rich and I have only one dress to 

wear, but then what canôt be cured must be endured and it is much better done with a 

good grace.  We ought to be very thankful that we are all well for Mama used to be 

very poorly but now she seems much better, Poor dear aunt Mercy is the only one ill. 

Last year my dear Aunt Mary died, it seemed so hard to be cut off in the midst of her 

youthé.ò 

Aunt Mary was the sister of her father, whom he was surprised to find had been born 

upon his return from Jersey (see page 37 and page 79 about Lyddieôs cousins in 

Bristol). She died at the age of 27 leaving two small children.  So Lyddie lost two 

aunts, both only about ten years older than she, to whom she was close within little 

over one year. Mercy died from tuberculosis and Mary from dysentery. 

 

An early entry in her diary records her resolve as to how to apportion her time.  I 

doubt whether it was adhered to but it gives an idea of her activities.  She would get 

up early and have one hourôs practicing before breakfast.  I assume this was piano 

practice.  She and her siblings and later her children all played the piano and engaged 

in other musical activities.  At a party Lyddie would play the piano for dancing ï no 

recorded music in those days!  If there was any time over, she would draw a little.  

She was also proficient in this and was taught at school.  After breakfast she would 

read English history until it was time to go to school.  After dinner she would use up 

the odds and ends of time to read her book from the school library until teatime. In the 

evening Mondays and Tuesdays must be devoted to mending; Wednesdays to ñfancy 

workò unless she was going out which she generally does that evening; Thursdays and 

Fridays to making new clothes; and Saturdays to mending and trimming bonnets and 

feathers.  The rules are to be broken if extra work needed on bonnets and feathers. 

 

The bonnets and feathers were presumably in connection with the business and 

mending and making clothes would have been for other members of the family as 

well as herself.  She would also have helped in looking after the younger children. 
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The siblings 

In describing fireworks night in November 1968 in the diary she wrote that Offie, 

[aged 8] had been gathering leaves ï he has so much energy while Willie [aged 14], is 

such an easy indolent boy. He never takes part in boyish games and if he does it is in a 

careless indifferent manner. If Offieôs inclinations are turned the right way he will 

make a bright man for whatever he takes in hand and will put all his energy in it. He is 

not at all fond of learning now and it is to hoped he will someday. Given the 

difference in ages probably not a fair comparison! 

 

There is a description of the family written by Bessie in about 1870 when she would 

have been about 14 (the photo is of her at this age) which is 

worth quoting: - ñMamma is very gentle but firm ï such a 

dear Mamma I could never do justice to her so will leave her 

and go to my brothers and sisters.  Lyddie, the eldest, is about 

eighteen years of age. She is generally called handsome. 

Somehow, she is also generally liked and admired.  She is 

very firm and makes us do what she wants which is nearly 

always right though I am often rebellious. She is very 

haughty when she chooses to and never runs but walks with a 

dignified air.  Nevertheless, she is really nice and I am glad I have an elder sister to 

manage me sometimes as in her place I should often get into scrapes.  

Then there is Willie, good natured old Will who has arrived at the age of sage sixteen. 

He is very good and steady, by steady I mean he never smokes or stays out late; all 

things like that I detest. I wish he wasnôt quite so prosy and would not talk politics 

with everybody he can get to listen to him. He is tall and, on the whole, a very nice 

boy but I wonôt say more as he may see this. 

Then there is me and ñmeò is Bessie scape grace. I am taller than Lyddie with the 

family characteristics of brown hair and eyes. Age fourteen. They used to call me 

Ginger beer because if anything happens about which I am pleased I go into ecstasies. 

They also say I am changeable but that charge I repudiate. I often manage to do 

exactly what I am not wanted to do.  I also tease Willie dreadfully sometimes because 

he is so dreadfully unboyish. Itôs very naughty but I do love to do so. 

Mercy comes next. She is twelve and a dear good little sister. She doesnôt often get 

into a temper (as I do). She is very determined but will do almost anything we ask her. 

Theophilus Charles Willway is ten. He has light curly hair fair and has very dark eyes.  

He is a regular little  ?, can only just read and is as teasing as the day is long though as 

he is the youngest and very delicate, he is more tolerated and though he is such a 

naughty boy of course we are very fond of him 

This ends our family chronicleò 

 

Social life and friendships  
It is evident from her diaries and the letters that she kept that the family had a very 

active social life. Although there are not many letters from her, what she has written is 

often reflected in letters from others. Whenever friends and family were not seeing 

each other on a daily or weekly basis they wrote, the postal service being frequent and 

reliable. Lyddie was a particularly keen correspondent and once in a óConfessionô (see 

below) put letter writing as her favourite occupation.  

 



 89 

In Bath friendships were made through the chapel which was a weekly meeting place 

on Sundays with three meetings, in the morning, afternoon and evening.  Everyone 

tried to go to at least one and often two meetings unless illness or the weather 

prevented it and afterwards, they would walk home in groups. Walks were often 

arranged at other times and outings to nearby beauty spots or on the river.  They 

would go to each otherôs houses for tea and sometimes supper with musical 

entertainment afterwards. Friends often stayed at Walcot Terrace, presumably sharing 

bedrooms. There were visits to and stays with friends at Cheltenham, Bristol (where 

their fatherôs family was (see page 79)), Tenby, Pembroke and Plymouth.  Mention 

has been made of Polly Morgan with a photo at Tenby on page 70. 

 

 For those in their late teens and early twenties they were of course on the lookout for 

marriage partners so there was much flirting and comments on the relationships 

between particular individuals.  On rereading her diaries in 1886 Lyddie wrote that 

the early ones quite disgusted her ï óthey betoken such a frivolous pleasure loving, 

selfish nature, always craving excitement, never happy at home.ô 

 

I can do no better than quote here from Bessieôs letter of 1889 to Aunt Sarah (see 

page 61): - ñFrom fifteen to seventeen I was very fond of society. Both Lyddie and I 

loved parties and pretty dresses and all that ministers to a girlôs vanity and pleasure.  

This was a sad time for Mama. She never allowed us to go into gay society, never let 

us learn dancing, but I am afraid our natural love of pleasure gave Mama very anxious 

times because she thought we were only going further and further away from the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Mercy was a Christian when quite a child and was her one 

comfort.  Lyddie had a set of very gay friends in Bristol who constantly went to Balls 

and Theatres and of course wished her to go. She stayed with them very often and had 

it not been for Mamaôs intense hatred to theatres Lyddie would have gone.ò 

 

Bessie goes on to write that neither Theophilus nor Willie smoked though both would 

have done so if Mama had not strongly disapproved of it. It seems to have been the 

done thing for men to smoke and there are a number of records of the girls approving 

of men because they did not smoke. 

 

The friends used to get each other to complete a Record of Thoughts and Feelings 

which came in books with each one a blank on a page to be completed. They were 

known as Confessions.  Both Lyddie and Bessie had one although later they seem to 

be used indiscriminately. They recorded such things as favourite authors, composers, 

flowers. Most of these were completed between 1872 and 1880 so give an indication 

of who their friends were during this period. 

Davis cousins 

There was a very close relationship with their cousins in 

Bath, the children of Lucyôs brother Charles and his wife 

Jane.  Aunt Jane seems to have been a particular favourite. 

This photo of her comes from Stephen Frost, a collector. 

See page 146 for a photo of Charles.  They lived close by 

at 37 The Paragon. This was also known as 1 The Paragon 

as it was the first house at the upper end there being no 

numbers lower than 37. Charles had recorded that after 

leaving 21 Thomas Street (see page 51) sometime between 
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1858 and 1861 they were nearly three years at 3 Isabella Place, Combe Down (this is 

the same period as the  Willways were in Combe Down)  and then nearly 3 years at 9 

Upper Campden Place before moving to The Paragon where they were for about 25 

years.  References to the family were always just ñthe Paragonò, so they went down to 

the Paragon, or the people from the Paragon came to tea etc. It and 12 Walcot Street, 

where her grandfather and Mrs Davis lived until 1869, were on the way up from 

chapel so they were sometimes invited in to tea. The cousins were Charley (Charles 

Orlando born 1847), Fred (Frederick Walter b.1849), Edwin, later known as Ted 

(Edwin Alfred b.1852), Nellie (Ellen Jane b.11.2.1854 so almost exactly two years 

younger than Lyddie) and Nettie (Henrietta Mary b.1857 so about one year younger 

than Bessie).  

 

Lyddie did not relate to Charley but there was a close relationship with Fred which 

included a certain amount of flirting (the first letter she wrote to a boy/man was to 

him); and she liked Edwin. Nellie and Nettie were very frequent companions of 

Lyddie and Bessie on outings.  There was also, living with them, Harry Vincent and 

he was very much one of the family.  He was a nephew of Aunt Jane by her sister 

Caroline and about the same age as Fred.  It is not clear why he was living with them. 

He is there in the 1871 census but with his parents and two siblings in 1861. His 

sister, Alice, was a frequent visitor. 
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Bristol 

 There were frequent visits to Bristol by all the 

family, sometimes just for the day, sometimes for 

several weeks and once in 1874 Lyddie was there 

for three months. On these visits friendships were 

formed with friends of the families there, 

particularly the Allis and Cartwright families. 

They were connected in some way to the Powell 

family, Lyddieôs aunt Mary having married Fred 

Powell.  Her early visit to this family before Mary 

married Fred has been mentioned above on page 

85.  Florrie Allis, shown with her on the left in 

this photo, became a life-long friend.  There were 

also the cousins in the Jack family, particularly the 

eldest, Jessie, and Willie whom Lyddieôs brother Willie was friendly with.  There are 

descriptions in her diary of Lyddieôs admiration of Jessieôs beauty, presumably taking 

after her mother.  

 

Lyddie would usually stay with her grandmother but often also stayed with the Allis 

and Powell families.   Her grandmother lived ñon the Downò so it was a long walk 

and she would use public transport.  The other families were within walking distance 

of each other, the Powells in Lower Park Road and Jacks from 1871 in Park Street.  

The Allises house was called Rupert House. It may also have been in Lower Park 

Road as she refers to going across to it, and the Cartwrights were also nearby as they 

ñwent overò from the Allises. She would also visit Aunt Sarah, her Uncle John 

Willwayôs wife and their family.  They seem to have moved frequently and were 

further away. 

 

Alfred (óFredô) Cartwright was the first man that she had possible romantic feelings 

towards. He intended to become a lawyer but went to Ecuador in South America in 

1872 after marrying. She kept the matter-of-fact letters received from him between 

then and 1876. He became a diamond merchant and British consul in Ecuador. 

 

Lyddie clearly enjoyed her stays in Bristol.  It was not only a break from work at 

home, the times that members of the family being away from home always being 

carefully coordinated.  It was also an opportunity to socialise and flirt, one of the 

objects of life at the time being to find a suitable partner.  

Cheltenham 

Both Lyddie and Bessie frequently also stayed with the Mills family in Cheltenham. 

They had a draperôs shop in the High Street. Lyddie records staying there for ten days 
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in June 1869 when Maggie (in photo) was mostly in the shop and Lizzie Longdon in 

the workroom. There were walks, drives, fetes and concerts and ña comfortable 

amount of flirting, particularly with Richard Millsò.  

Bessie spent a month there in the summer of 1873 

and in the autumn of 1874. The business went into 

liquidation in 1879 and Maggie then obtained 

employment in London with Edward Collinson, a 

draper who had had a shop in Bristol and was one of 

the friends there. She was a bridesmaid at Bessieôs 

wedding.  The friendship with both Lyddie and 

Bessie was retained.  Her brother Richard, or Dick or 

Dickie, became a minister in the church and went to 

Australia in 1874.  A letter to Lyddie from 1892 was 

kept.  She was with her brother at the Parsonage 

somewhere, not England.  There is a photograph inscribed ñAunty Maggieò which 

may be her and would indicate that she was known to the next generation.  Bessie 

recorded writing to her in 1903.  

 

The Bristol and Cheltenham friends often came to Bath either for the day or to stay 

for a few days.  Picnic outings were organised by the girls, particularly Maggie Mills, 

but they had to make certain that each girl had a male partner. In August 1874 she was 

trying to organise one which would have included Nellie, Nettie, Florrie (this is 

Florrie Porter mentioned below) Bessie, Uncle Charles, Ted, Willie, Mr Gill, Harry, 

Mr Ireland and she has alternatives of two Chippenham gentlemen she knows if any 

of the gentlemen canôt come. Bessie kept a sort of sporadic diary for a time which has 

descriptions of outings. For example, in December 1872 Willie and Fred Jack came 

from Bristol and after calling at The Paragon were joined by Lyddie (óLydô) , Maggie, 

Nellie and Nettie and Florrie at Carriage Road and went for a walk. 

 

Fred Powell 

I mention here the relationship with Fred Powell (ñUncle 

Fredò) of whom this is a photograph.  She always had a 

soft spot for Uncle Fred from her early visits to the Powell 

family before her aunt Maryôs marriage and he for her.  

Before his second marriage in 1873 he came to Bath to tell 

her that he had loved her and, if it were not for her being 

his first wifeôs niece he would have asked her to marry 

him but, although she was very fond of him, there was no 

question of that in her mind. He again told her this in 1879 

before her marriage. In the event, his second wife was the 

same age as Lyddie (see page 83)  She recorded when first 

meeting her on their honeymoon in Bath that she liked her 

and she stayed with them at their home in Fishponds, Bristol on at least one occasion. 

Plymouth 

In 1874 Lyddie spent the summer in Plymouth and Willie was there for some of the 

time also, staying with Mr and Mrs Groper in North Devon Road.  Edward Collinson, 

mentioned above, and his wife Elizabeth visited while she was there.  There seem to 
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have been connections between the Bristol and Plymouth families but also the Davis 

family, as there is a record of Charles Davis being there and, as is mentioned later, 

Fred Davis. On one occasion Lyddieôs mother was encouraged to go to Plymouth 

rather than Tenby ówhere they would look after her betterô.  

 

In a letter written to her there from Uncle Fred he writes cheekily but in character.  

ñHow many conquests has my brown eyed niece made down in Devon ï one or two 

Iôll warrantò.   

 

Porter family 

The Somerset Street, and later Manvers Street, church, or chapel as it was always 

called, was a place where friendships and contacts were naturally formed. The next 

paragraph relates to one particular friendship which I have included because of its 

interesting sequences. Others included the Spear, Bush, Archard, Long and Foster 

families.  Fred Spear, Sydney Bush and Charles Long became leading figures in 

Bath.. 

 

Mrs Susan Porter came to Bath from nearby Frome sometime in 1871 with her 

daughter Florrie and they both became friends with the Walcot Terrace and Paragon 

families.  Her husband, Thomas Porter, had recently died. He was a cloth and linen 

manufacturer.  His father Samuel had been in this business and had been deacon of 

the Baptist church for 25 years.  I wondered whether there was a connection with Mr 

Porter of the Somerset Street Baptist church but have not found any.  Florrie was then 

18. There were three older sons two of whom, including the youngest, William, were 

still in Frome in 1871 in a similar business to their fatherôs. Frank was with his 

mother in Bath 1873/4. William went to Massachusetts, America. Mrs Porter was a 

teacher and she gave French lessons to Lyddie, Bessie and Willie. She became 

something of a confidante to Lyddie. She wrote very well and quite a few of her 

writings are in books of miscellaneous writings kept by Lyddie and/or Bessie. 

  

William (óWillieô) must have come back for a time in 

1875 as he fell in love with Lyddie (this is referred to 

again below) before returning. Florrie was in the close 

circle of friends and fell in love with Ted Davis whom 

she married in 1877. Mrs Porter went out to stay with 

Willie in America and Ted and Florrie went to visit 

them there with the result that their first child, Evelyn, 

was born there in March 1878. The photo of Florrie and 

Evelyn is dated 1886. (It is not with the family archives 

but supplied by Stephen Frost, a collector.) Mrs Porter 

returned in May 1880 to live with Ted and Florrie. 

Upon being informed of her return Lyddie recorded in 

her diary her joy ï ómy long-lost friendô. She died in 

1883, aged about 71. A point of interest is that Mrs 

Porterôs second name was Lydford, also the name of her eldest son and a name used 

by future members of the family. It is the name of the family from which she was 

descended that owned Lydford castle in Devon. See page 146 for a continuation of the 

contact with this family. 
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Politic s 
In opening her diary in 1868 Lyddie writes that the common topics of the day are the 

revolution in Spain (who in England knows anything about that now?), the coming 

election and the earthquakes, one of which they had just experienced the night before.  

She gives a vivid description of the day of the general election, which was the first 

following the Reform Act 1867, and rejoices at the win of the Liberal candidate 

writing ñThree cheers for Mr Gladstoneò. 

 

The family were Liberals which was presumably related to their non-conformist 

religion  

 

There is a letter from Bessie aged 18 to Lyddie when staying with Mr and Mrs 

Thomas in Pembroke.  She describes a man who had been staying whom she 

obviously liked but makes the point that she had not fallen in love. They all know that 

she is particular to suit ï he has to be clever, intellectual, a dissenter, teetotaller, 

Liberal and in possession of a capital appointment and really good income.  She adds 

donôt let Mama see this if you think she will believe the nonsensical parts ï 

presumably the last two items. 

 

There are references to her grandfatherôs republicanism. She recorded in the diary a 

long discussion with him over supper in which she disagreed with his favouring 

American style government. In another entry she writes that her brother Willie is one 

for republicanism and it makes her quite cross 

 

Towards the end of the diary in August 1870 she writes about impending great war in 

Europe and the general condemnation of Napoleon as the aggressor. She ends the 

diary wondering how her grandchildren would wonder when she recounted how in 3 

months the greatest nation of the earth was humbled to dust and her very capital, the 

gayest of the cities of the world, in a state of siege. 
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Jersey  
There was another friendship formed in 1871 which had far reaching affects. In the 

summer Alice Finnie (aged 21) came from Jersey to stay with the family and she and 

Lyddie became close friends. Her mother, Elizabeth, was the sister of Elias Neel, 

Lyddieôs fatherôs school teacher at Sion House and of Marie Le Feuvre, whose 

husband Philippe had the school at Eden House, where he later stayed.  There were 

thirteen children of Mr Elie Neel (1788-1858) and here is a tree showing those of 

them and their children who are relevant to this history.  

 

Elie Neel 1788-1858 

       ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Elias  Marie      Philippe    Francois Elizabeth      Ann Emily 

1808   1812        1816       1819   1820          1827 1837 

     m         m  m 

     Philip LeFeuvre       James Finnie     George Gaudin 

     _____________           ______                          _______________ 

 

Gilbert   Anna    Henry   Emile   Louis    Emily  Alice Fred Annie Laura   Frank 

1841    1848    1857    1847    1851       1851    1850 1855 1860   1863      1859 

 

 

Elizabeth Neel married James Finnie, who was also a school teacher. From public 

 records I have established that he had a school known as Portway House Academy in 

Weston, Bath from 1857 to 1866 and their four youngest children, out of seven, were 

born there. Why he decided to establish a school in Bath is not known.  Was it just 

chance or had it arisen from conversations that James Willway may have had with 

them when staying in Jersey or in subsequent correspondence? The two families must 

have been in touch in Bath and may be the children played together. Having returned 

to Jersey in 1866, James Finnie established a school at 10 Belmont Road, St.Helier. In 

addition to the seven children there were also living with them Elizabethôs sister Ann 

Gaudin, whose husband had died, and her son Frank, aged 12.  The families 

presumably remained in touch giving rise to an invitation for Alice (aged 21) to come 

to stay with the family in Bath in the summer of 1871.  

 

A close friendship developed on that visit between and Lyddie and Alice and it had 

been agreed that Lyddie would make a return visit to Jersey the following summer.  In 

the meantime, there was a continuous correspondence between them with letters two 

or three times per week.  The huge bundle of Aliceôs letters between September 1871 

and November 1872 were retained by Lyddie. Alice enquires about the friends in Bath 

including Fred, Nellie and Nettie Davis and Florrie Porter and Aunt Jane.  Alice had 

fallen in love with Fred, who does not seem to have returned it to the same degree, 

and much of the early correspondence relates to this.  

Emile Neel 

 In the meantime, her cousin, Emile Neel (aged 24), had come to stay with them.  

Emile was the son of Philipe who had gone to France. Emile was brought up in 
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France and his English was not good.  There had been problems and the family had 

agreed to help, he coming to Jersey to find work ï it seems as a tutor. He seems to 

have been keen on Alice and various other women.  She did not reciprocate and was 

frequently critical of him, finding him conceited.  However, she decided to introduce 

him to Lyddie via correspondence and arranged for them to write to each other, she 

helping with translations, and send photos.  The correspondence goes on to recount 

her own love affair with her five yearsô younger Finnie cousin Philip Romeril, which 

weans her off Fred and ends with their formal engagement. 

 

Lyddie stayed with the Finnies from mid-June 1872 to the beginning of August and 

during this time she and Emile fell in love with each other.  The following 

correspondence after Lyddieôs return home records her doubts about the relationship 

and Aliceôs concerns about his character. One problem related to religion - ñhis 

present religion allows him to do and say many things that he likes and that he would 

not if he were good.ò He was not a Christian. He believed in a God but not in Jesus.  

Emile returned to France having obtained a tutoring job in November and Alice 

passed on his address.  In the penultimate letter retained she passes on a message from 

Emile that he thinks he will be in a position to marry her in 3 or 4 years and still loves 

her as much as ever.  

 

Neither Lyddieôs mother, nor anyone else except Alice, ever knew of the relationship. 

Lyddie knew that because of the religious problem her mother could not accept him 

and it would not be possible to marry him. Correspondence continued between them 

secretly, his letters being sent to the Post Office in Bath to be collected or addressed 

to Alice when she was staying in Bath in June 1873. Lyddieôs diary shows her 

impatience when there was no letter. That June, with Aliceôs encouragement, she 

decided that as she could not marry him it would be best to stop the correspondence.  

However, he was always in her mind and she took his letters with her whenever she 

was away from home to reread them. They were always kept and are in the archives.  

On two occasions she records dreaming that they were getting married.  

 

Finally on 26th October 1875 she received a letter from Alice that he was engaged. 

She felt devastated but by chance that same day she went to see Mrs Porter and her 

son Willie was there preparing to return to America. He walked home with her and 

declared his love for her and a hope that she would marry him. A great calm came 

over her and she gave him hope that she would consider it when he had made a 

position for himself. She recorded that she respected, admired and esteemed him and 

that the right love might come. He asked her to notify him if she became engaged to 

another.  There is a letter from him acknowledging hers informing him of her 

engagement in July 1879. There is no record of her seeing either of them again. 

 

 She drafted a letter addressed to Mrs Porter dated Dec 1875 but finished Spring 1876, 

in which she recounted the whole affair. Whether a fair copy was actually sent seems 

doubtful but it was her own record and kept with her papers. In addition to all the 

hope and agonies of the affair it includes a wonderful description of her happiness 

during the six weeks in Jersey. 

 

It is understood that she always regretted not having been able to marry him. Some 

form of contact or information was retained. Two letters from Emile addressed 

formally to Madame Ainsworth some 40 to 50 years later were kept from one of 
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which it seems that Christmas cards were exchanged. There is also an undated extract 

of a letter from Anna Lefeuvre presumably referring to him, although not named, in 

which she writes that he speaks freely of her as our dear Lydia Willway and to tell her 

that her remembrance and her good advice are equally precious to him and that both 

have marks at the very depth of his heart.  

See also the postscript on page 168 

 

Emily Neel 

Lyddie had been worried about travelling to Jersey on her own so Alice arranged for 

her cousin Emily Neel (aged 21), who was returning from England for the summer 

holiday, to accompany her. This cousin was the daughter of Francis Neel, another of 

the 13 siblings, who a couple years later emigrated to Texas 

with most of the rest of his family. She and her brother, 

John, also accompanied Lyddie on the return journey. She 

was teaching at a school in Chelsea, London. Millie, the 

name by which she was generally known, became a close 

friend. In January 1874 she stayed with Lyddie in Bath and 

thus became acquainted with the rest of the family and 

friends, there being a number of references in subsequent 

correspondence to Florrie Porter and her growing 

relationship with Ted Davis.  Alice had been staying in Bath 

in December with her fiancé Philip but had had to return to Jersey when her mother 

died.  Lyddie kept a number of Millieôs subsequent letters from which her 

adventurous life and their close friendship can be seen. In April that year she took up 

a job as a governess in Germany and over the next three years had a number of such 

jobs in Germany and Russia with one interesting letter giving the description of 

working for a Russian aristocratic family. She had a love affair with a German but, 

perhaps unlike most women in those days whose main object at that age was to get 

married, she did not want to spend her life looking after a man. She was clearly an 

attractive and interesting woman and we return to her later.  

 

1875-6 

 

Lyddie returned to Jersey in 1875, three years after her 1872 visit, this time 

accompanied by Bessie, aged 19. Bessie recorded something of this visit in some 

diary notes that she made. She describes some of their activities and walks and 

mentions Alice, her sister Lyddie, Lucy, Harry and Frank. Lucy must be Annie 

Finnie, then aged 15. Although her name is Annie Margaret, she signed a 

óConfessionô (see page 89) with the name Lucy Annie Finnie.  Although apparently 

using the name Lucy then, she was later always Annie. Harry was probably Henry Le 

Feuvre.   

Frank Gaudin 

Frank is Frank Gaudin, who, with his mother, was living with the Finnies. She also 

calls him Robin. Although she does not mention it in these notes, she and Frank fell in 

love on this visit and there is a letter from him looking forward to her visit in 1876 

when she and Lyddie both went again and were met by him.  Anna Le Feuvre is 






































































































































































































