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Preface

In 2005 | prepared a draft history of the ancestors of William John Ainsworth-{B8E%)

and Lydia Lucy Ainsworth (nee Willway) (185926), my greagrandparents. | then
decided to incorporate their own biographies and enlarge on the informationyakiut la 6 s
mother Lucy Hannah Willwagnd her family

My original work was basegrimarily on research that | carried out in 1964 when |
inspected various publicrecotds i ncl uding visiting the paris
the family originateplooked at documents in the possession of family members; and met

or corresponded with Lucy Wates, Bernard Wates, Winifred Ainsworth, Margie
Ainsworth, Philip Lace, Norman Willway, Brig. Cedric Willway and Irene Willwsipst

of thesedocumentsbut not those that Margie Ainswotttlad, arenow in my possession

and will be donated to the City of Bath Archives offidewould like to take this

opportunity of mentioning my uncle, Bernard Wates, in particular. He had taken a great

interest himself, having perused many of the documieratgng his own comments. He

would have been delighted to see this book which in some ways he initiated.

The internet has now enabled public records to be accessed much more easily which has
enabled me to obtamuchadditional information

The | ives of William and Lydia and Lydi ad:
information on their characters, are based on the archives that have been passed down
including a large number of letters and various diaries. Many of the letters thaedurvi

are those deliberately kept because they are of interest. They contain much information

which | have not attempted to use, suctoad prices and discussions about clothes, which

could be of interest to anyone researching such matters.

My original draft was intended just to be record of the facts as | had ascertained them with
references in footnotes to the sources. This work is more informal and | have not
attempted to provide comprehensive information on sources. Sometirdpsobably in
mostcase, | have includatin the narrative and there are occasional footnotes. Reference
can be made to the sources given in the original draft. The Wates Family Chattels Trust
referred to there has since been disbanded and the ownerskim®triansferred tthe
custodians. As ownership is likely to change | have only on one or two occasions given
the identity ofthe personvho has the particular objeetferred to

The original draft is available on my websi#e/w.brianwates.co.ul his is being
archived by the British Library so when it no longer exists it should be possible to
access it through them evww.websarchive.org.ult can also be accessed on the
sitewww.web.archive.org

Thea n ¢ e artoofthe distoryis divided into three sections as there are three main

strands about which information is availablestart with the Ainsworth line itself,

originating in Dorseaind then in the Salisbury ardawnto the childhood and youth of

William. To avoid confusion with other William Ainsworths | refer to him initially by his

initials WJA. Next isthe Willway line originating near Bridgewater in Somees@l then
inBristoldown to the first marri awag Thereisthgndi ads f
a chapter dealing with another branch of the Willway famuitych is of interesbecause

of an intermarriage between the branchéss is followed by twachaptes on the Bath

family of L y d immtbes, Lucy Hannalavis and Lucy herself. The rest of the book


http://www.brian-wates.co.uk/
http://www.websarchive.org.uk/
http://www.web.archive.org/

covers Lyd
art

abds y o ujoirttlives ofder and Witizen inaluditithet hen t h e
early p 0

[
S f their childrends | ives. Lyd
When referring to monetary sums | have not attempted to suggest the equivalent today as

this soon gets out of date and does not always give a true comparison. As there was little
inflation during the period covered comparing figures which | have givirprevide

some idea of value.

Brian A. Wates

48 Miskin Road, Dartford, Kent DAL 2LS
bawates@globalnet.co.uk

12/09/2025



Chapter 1 - Ainsworth family

Early Answorths at Horton, Dorset

A ... The earliest records are to be found in the
i - parish registers of Hortan Dorset. Horton is

a village north of Wimborne and about 11
miles from Poole. It is not far from Hampshire
and Wiltshire, being about 17 miles south
southeast of Salisbury. It and the neighbouring
village of Hinton Martell, where records of the
family are also to be found, are still small, rural
villages. No doubt much of the land farmed by
the family is still being farmed today.

The parish records go back to 1563 and the

earliest record is of the marriage of Daniel

Answorth to Agnes Flower in 1606. There is

however, no evidence that he was a direct

ancestor. This distinction lies with John

Answorth who married Martha Poor in 1643.

was not until the end of the 18th century that

the spelling 6Ainsworthoé b

We know nothing of these early Ainsworths
other than the records of births, marriages and
deaths from which a family tree can be constructed. A clear male line can be identified.
There may have been males that migrated elsewhere but it seems unlikely that there were
many, so it is probable that others with the name of Ainsworth are not rdlagedirect

line is as follows:

John (died 1687)
m. (1643) Martha Poor
Ya
Francis (1652.698)
m. (1674) Ann Jewin (1702)
Ya
Joseph (167+1748)
m. Elizabeth (?1729)

|
Joseph (£720761)
m. (1745) Susanna Budden
| ‘ |
|
William (17461811) Jo‘hn (> 1775) Joseph (17491792)  James (179822)
Va

Ya ‘ | Ya ‘ ‘
William James Frances Susannah John Mary
17751847 ¢.177-1843 ¢.178A852 c.1783853 c1788861 ?
Pageb pagel5 pageb page8 pages8



They seem to have been fairly wealthy farmers. The elder Joseph made a will under which
he left his widow what was then a substantial income of £400 per year, to be paid out of
his copyhold estate at Hinton MatfteHis wife Elizabeth had died so he must have
remarried. They had a daughter Mary who was left £40 when she was 21 and an annuity
of 50 shillings per year if her mother agrees. There is also provision for a daughter Ann.
His youngest son Joseph was appearitis executor.

This Joseph, dying comparatively young at the age ah4ll761, appears not to have

made a will and letters of administration to his estate were taken out by his widow
Susanna. The value of his estate was £738 including livestock, wheat, oats and barley at
Hinton Martell and Horton, two barns and one leasehold halsed at £36.

Susanna must have had a hard time thereafter. Her son William was only 15 and her
youngest son Henry, was 2. There are records of five other children, John, Joseph, Thomas
(who must have died young as there is no other record of him), Susannah and James.

William (b.1749 our ancestor, left home as a young mdére do not know where his

el dest sons, Wi lliam (b. 1-gradn8fathery (b.cabodta mes, (
1777) were born or the name of his wife. However, their next three children were born in

Hale, Hampshire. Hale is about 10 miles south of a5 in the Avon valley, and 17

miles northeast of Horton. He presumably had a farm there but there is no evidence of

t his. These were Frances in about 1780; St
paternal grandfather) in about 1788. From his(age below)here was another daughter,

Mary. No information about her has been foumd see the conjecture belaw pages.

In the meantimehis mother Susanna must have died, as in 1775 his brother John died
leaving his estate to his brothers Joseph, James and Henry. Henry also died young at the
age of 22.

Joseph (b.1749) must
have inherited the farm
in Hinton Martell In that
year, he owned land with
| a value for Land Tax
purposes of £1.5.0d and
rented land from the Earl
Chatbury of Shaftesbury valued at
chalbs £12.11.0d. Joseph was
Common an assessor and collector
of this tax which is
presumably an
; indication of his
HirtanMaral standing in the parish.
: However, he died in
1792 aged 43, his estate

Uppinbton <A

being inherited by his brother Jamgs.1757).

Williamdés |ife is continued below but in th
as they maintained the link with Horton and Hinton Martell.



William Ainsworth (17751847

Although no longer living at Horton William owned some land there, possibly inherited
from his mother, which was rented to his brother Joseph, and then to his brother James.
By 1800 he had set up his son William (b. 1775) as a farmer at Horton.

William junior married Wilhelminalemplemaron 19" May 1808.They had a son who
diedin infancyin 1810 anda daughter Lucy Elizabeth in 18 /ilhelmina herself died
at the age of 38 in 1818lis uncle James died in 1822, aged 65, a bacheld William
inherited his farm. He died in 1847 at the age o&@@ here is an advertisement for the
sale of his farm effects.

DORSET.
HINTON MANOR FARM, Five Miles from
Wimborne and \Woodyates Inu.

TO BE SUOLD BY AUCTION,

By Mr. RICKMAN,

On the Premises, on Tuvaspay, the 7ih day of SEPTEMBER, 1848

LL the Choice FLOCK of SOUTHDOWN SHEEP
and LAM S, Live and Dead FARMING STOCK and other
EFFECTS, the property of the late WiLLiaM 5.,
consisting of 100 full wouthed, 100 six touth, 100 four tooth, 120 two
tooth ewes; 150 pur and 140 chiiver laisbs; one four tooth rum; six
useful cart hor:es, three waggons, four broad wheeled dung carts,
ploushs, harr wiand drags, iron nine-share plough, iron and wooden
roliers, grass sced machine, eart and p ough barness, sheep cribsand
hurdles, with a variety of agricuitural implements. Likewise a
turnip and manure dnil by fasker and Fuowle, and a corn drill;
sevecal large iron-bound easks, cider mill and press, and a four
wheeled carriage. 2
R. RicKMaN E: to call the attention of his Agricuitural Friends
to the above Stuck.
Refreshments will be provided at 12, and Sale at One 0’Ciock
precisely.

His daughter had married Thomas Mayo of Wimborne Minster in.1887was of
independent means according to the 1851 cen3im®y had a sqgnnamed William
Templeman, irl838when living in Bathput he died in 185after receiving education
through the University of Londohucy was admitted to a mental home in 1856 and died

in 1858.The home was in the Salisbury area and the death registered in Alderbury so may
be this was chosen as being near the rest of the family.

In the absence of his mother her cousin Sarah Newman (see next section) cared for their
son during his last iliness. In recognition of this Thomas left her a legacy of 19 guineas by
his will of 1879.

Thomas died i1884at which time he was again living in BatAs will be seen on page
116t hat t here was some di spute over AMayobs

Frances Newman (reeAnsworth)(c.17801852)and William Newman
(c177%1854)- Chalbury
William seniordés son, James, married in 180

Frances (known as Fanny), may have gone with her brother, William, to Hitadell,
as on 28 May 1808 she married William Newman there. This was just seven days after



her b roennariagéHer husband was a farmer from the neighbouring village of
Chalbury. That was where théyed and where she died in 185heir children were
Charles born in 1814Sarah about 1816, Elizabesfoout1817 Johnabout 1821 and
Robert 1822Charledbecame a miller and married in 1841t both he and Elizabeth died

in 1848 presumably from the same dised&@liam died in 1854 and Robert either took
over the farm and expanded it or relinquished it and took anothé&¥i | -IChaturyd s
Hill - was 528 acres arid o b e-rMile8 Bown or South Farm700 acresHis sister,
Sarahived with him and neither marriedAs Johnmarriedhis cousirMary Ann,J a me s 0
daughter, weshall return tdahis familylateron pagel8.

Ainsworth spelling

Until around 1800 the name was always spelt Answorth. This was the spelling used for

William snr for his second marriage in 1805 and his will. It was used by his daughter
Frances on her marriage in 1808 bute Ai nswor
that year.

Clarendon Park

William Ainsworth (17461811)

| have covered his marriage and the births of his children and probably farm at Hale
above He then moved to Clarendon Park, near Salisbury.

Hisfirst wife must have died around 1800 as in 1805 he married Jane Bocock in Salisbury.
She was spinster aged about 46, he being about 59. She cam&dnaiim Collingham,
Nottingham, where she had a brother and sistéhat she was doing in Salisbury is not
known! He was then living in Clarendon PaHe is not mentioned in the Land Tax
returns in 179®ut his son, James, was resident there at the time of his marriage.in 1801
In 1804 there was an advertisement for the letting of Queen Manor Fammintthe
occupation of William Ainswortlfor 7 or 14 yeardt consisted of 446 acres of arable and

10 acres of home close and pasture. As will be seen li@l@en Manor Farm was later
occupied by his son John. May be William had had a seven year lease which was coming
to an end and although it was advertised he
took on a further lease which later was taken
over by John. This would place his arrival

in Clarendon Park and departure from Hale

in 1797.

A story has been passed down that he was
the strongest man in the West Country and
could mount a ladder or steps into his hay
loft, with a hundredweight sack of corn on
each shoulder. These portraits of him and
® his wife Janglon next pagehave passed

{ down in the family and at the time of writing
are hell by the family of Elisabeth (neé
Ainsworth) in Calgary, Canada.




Clarendon is about 3 miles west of Salisbdtgcording toan 1859 directory it \&s an

extraparochial liberty in the parish of Alderbury, which also included the chapelries of

Farley and Pitton. Clarenddrad 187 inhabitants. The following information is given:

AfHere formerly stood a royal palace, which
and wavisited by Queen Elizabeth. Hgrit assembled a parliament here in 1163 which
enacted the cel ebrated dfiaithe encroachmentisofthe of Cl
Court of Rome. The only remains of thalaceare part of a walbvergrownwith ivy.

About a mile from the ruins is Clarendon Park, the seat of Sir Frederick H. Bathurst, Bart.

Near it formerly stood an Augustine priory, founded b
Henry 1.0 Sir Frederi &
landholders and lord of the manor.

William died in 1811 or 1812, aged about &. his
will dated 2% July 1810Q heleft £300 on trust for his|
widow, Jangandlegaciesof £100 toFrances£10 to |

he leftthe residue, includingis leasehold property a|
Hinton Martel| to his son Johrthen aged about 2and |
daughter Mary.The executors and trustees we
William Absalom of Hale, a butcher, and John Reey

of Downton(just north of Hale)a maltster. s

As will be seenater, James was weélstablishedvhich is probably the reason for the
nominal amount, and Frances was married. We know nothing about Mary so do not know
the reason fiothe distinction between her aBdsannah

In 1822, at the age of about 40, Susannah married William Ratty in Salisbury Cathedral.
Her address was given as Clarendon Park so she had presumably been living there with
herbrother John. According to census returns William Ratty was of independent means
and they lived in Winterbourne Gunner, a little north of Salisbury. She died in 1853 at the
age of 71.

Wi | | iwalowd Jane, diedh 1827 in Beamore, Hants which is about 2 miles from
Hal e. One of the witnesses of her wi | | wWa ¢
trustees.

John Ainsworth (about 1788 1861)

John, aged 21, and his sister Mary thus inherited the fa@agndon in811. It is not

known what became of Marput see the conjecture beladohn is shown in the Land

Tax assessments for 1825 and 1826 as the occupier of land with a rental value of £18.2.0,
the proprietor being Sir F.A.H.Bathurst.

On 24" August 1816 John married Sarah Susannah M#1Gi951879) of the
neighbouring parish of Pittoithe Matons would seem to have beened-established

farming family in the paristand neighbourhoodder father was James Maton (1766

1830) and mother Anne Burbm Lockerley, Hants. There were four Matons, including
Jamesand William (see below) i n the Land Tax assessment



Letitia (180%1867) marriecanotherWilliam Maton (d. 1849) a farmer inthe parish of
Downton, which is down the river from Alderbury and just north of Hale.

John and Sarah Ainsworth, siXVorAossiblysevene r n a l g
children;- Anne (182),John ¢.1829 , James (WJAO6s f ali838pr ) (182
Elizabeth (baptised 183QYlary (baptised1830) and Letitia (baptised 1841)he years

of birth of Anne and John are based on census retantsi n Anneds case d
registration somay not be accuratdames was baptised orf"2Bnuary 1826 and WJA

said that he was born oft January 1826AlthoughElizabeth and Marwere baptised on

the same day, thegre given different ages in the 1841 census (although the ages in that

census are very unreliable)o El i zabet héds may have been a |
being twins. We know nothing else about Letitia. Sarah would have been 45in 1841. The

baptism was on 4January but she is not mentioned in the 1841 censumgbeshe

had died.

In 1841 all the children were at horaethe farm in Clarendon Pansrobably Queen
Manor Farmtheir ages ranging from 20 to 1A.Letitia Ainsworth was also living with

them aged 43 but she is unidentified. She died in 1847. If she was a sister of John why
was she not me swili?Berhapdsheé was theidaughferaviary veho €hared
the residuary inheritance with John and had two names.

Johndés daughter Mar yandwaslried at LateBtdcR, wieichisd abou
just north of Milford, on 8 July.

John Ainsworth (c178B 1861) m Sarah Maton (1 79879)

|
| | | | \

Anne John James Charlotte Elizabeth
18211914 c18241864 18261900 c18281871 c18291900

m unmarried m m m
James Humby Matilda Blake Hugh Maton Samuel Cusse
2 children WJA and others no children 7 children
pagesl1,25154 pagel2 pagesl2,116 pagell pagell

Sometimebefore1851 Johrand Sarah moveo Bishopsdown Farnmililford., a 500 acr

e farm employing 20 menrThis farm is on earlier Ordnance Survey maps but the area is
now developed. The name Bishopsdown can be seen in the top left corner of the map
below. The farm in Clarendon would seem to have been taken over by John and James,
or by John assisted by Jamé&shis is described in the 1851 census &@acrefarm
employing 7 men, 2 women and 3 boys and known as Queen ManorTreimsister
Charlottewas living with them as housekeeper and they had a servant girl and three
labourers living in the hous@his farmstill exists anadtan be seen on the Ordnance Survey
mapbelow.
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Sometlmebetweenl853and 1858 when he made gl, Johnretired the farmbeing
taken over by his sem-law SamuelCusse, andhey went to liveelsewhere and
ultimately in the village of Pittonwhere theywere in1861 at the time of the census
There is no name for the house in the cerlaubke will he gives his address as Lobcombe
Cottage, near Salisbufwhich could be anywhere!) and in an advertisment for creditors
after his death he is described as formerly of Lobcombedeattad late of PittorHe died

on 239 April 1861 and was buried in Pitton.

His estate was considerafdbeing about £9008nd he had already made gifts to his sons
and sonsgn-law totalling £7430which were to be brought into account in the distribution
of his estate. He gave an annuity of £8%is wife and the residueas divided equally
between his five children with the daughters having life interdstg shares ultimately
going to their childrenHis executors were his son John dmehd Stephen Seaward,
another local farmeide also appointed his nephew James (see pgdaut he did not
prove the will.He is described as a landed proprietor on his death certificate and his will
refers to a freehold property in Romsey and two leasehold properties in Pitton

WJA would have been only five years ol d a
presumably had little memory of him. His grandmother, Sarah, lived to be 84 being buried

with her husband in 1878he did not stay in Pitton and would have moved to be near her

daughter Elizabeth Cusse. In 1863, when her son John made his will she was at Ford which

is near Bishopsdowim the 1871 census she was somewhere in the parish of Laverstock

her granddaughter Rachel Cubsingwith her, and at her death she was anEsrove,

Milford with the Cusse family As WJA was living close by until he was at least 12 he

must have had recollections but nothing was mentioned by him, ablke hignaternal

grandmother.

1C



The gravenemorialis substantial, an indication of his wealth, and can be seen in the above
photograph under the window to the right of the church entraffeewording on the side
of the tomb is:
John Ainsworth
Died April 2391861. Aged 73 years
In the morning it flourisheth and groweth up
In the evening it is cut down and whithereth

The inscription on the opposite side is:
In Memory of Sarah
Relick of John Ainsworth who died on$March 1879

W2 Ky | A yaughPerddiHart§, Cusse and Maton families

On 10" February 1849 Anne, aged ab@t, married James Humby, six years younger.

I n 1851 they were |iving in Milford and

was to play a notable part in WJIAOGs |
year.For further information on this family see p&je

11

f

e .

he

.



On 17" November 1850 Elizabethaged21, married Thomas Blake, a farmer in
Winterbourne Earl, about 4 miles north of Salisbuier sisterChar | otte and An
husband James Humby were witnessasmas Blakaevas a widower aged 36 but within

a few months he was dead asinthe I8 nsus she was described a
She presumably returned to her parents as she was living in Milford at the time of her
second marriage on 18th May 1853 at St. Mar
described aa maltster but wathe second son affarmerin Idmiston north of Salisbury

Charlotte was also witness to that marrismggether withtheir brother, James.

Samuel Cusse went back into farming soak over Bishopsdown Farm from his father

in-law possibly soon after the marriage and they were there inTt#&ylhad four children

by then and three morecamelaBy1 8 6 4, at the ti me of the dea
John, they were in ldmiston Samuel 6s f ather died in 1865 ¢
help, but by 1871 he had given up farming and wasMilford, eventually in Milton

Cottage, EIm Grove. In 1891 he was described as land meaduaré¢hat yea their

daughter Rachel was witter uncléWJ A6 s f a 6ahnedr JJaanmeesSarahdna ught er
Breamore,

In 1853 Charlotte herself, aged 24, married into the Maton family. Her husband was

Hugh Maton (1829.885) whose father, Thomas (b.1800), wason of the William
mentioned above. Charl ottebs brother, Jame
relationship between Wi lliam Maton and Sar
established. Both Thomas and Hugh appear in the Clarendon directory 04859

farmers. In 1861 Hugh and Charlotte were living at Rangers Lodge, Clarendon with a

306 acre farm employing &lhourers and 4 boys. This can also be seen today on the
Ordnance Survey maphere is no record of any children. After 1868y movedaway

from Clarendon but not far as in 1871 they werBratmore and had al18-acrefarm

there but Charlotte died later that ye&tugh must then have given up farming as by

1879 he wasvorking withJames Humby (see pag8).

James Ainsworthi826:1900)and brother John Ainsworth18241864)

In the meantime,on 23 December 1852, James (WJAOGs f at
Matilda Blakeand details of her family are giveninthe nextchage+ now have WJAOG
own recollections in addition to public records. These recollections were recorded by his
daughter Lucy Wates in 1941 when he was 86.

The Fire
According to WJA6s own account they had a f
in 18%. He recounts that this farm was burnt dowi:1 t hi nk | mi ght have

responsible for it. We were playing in the barn and piled up a lot of inflammatory material.
Someone must have set it alight. The barn caught fire, then the other barng Huerséh

and another house and all our furniture. We moved to Clarendon Farm and what was left
of our belongings we carried there.o

This story corresponds with a newspaper reportoay 1861 about a devastating fire

at Pitton which resulted in the destruction of two farm houses asimliddings and three
cottages. It started in a barn and spread
afterwards reached the fatmouse occupte by Mr Ainsworth. It states that the fire is

supposed to have originated from two children playing with a box of lucifer mafthes.

report indicates that this was in the village of Pitton.

12



There is however a puzzléccording to the census in 18Garried out on'7April, they

were atSavages Farnm ClarendonS a v a g e dnay bd-tlaerfanmWJA described &

Clarendon Farnbut they were already there before the fifee otherinconsistencys

thatthe public recordsncluding his own birth certificats, how t hat all James:
were born in Clarendoand not PittonThey all show their place of birth in subsequent

cersuses as Clarendon and this is their place of abode in baptism records. The baptisms
were at St. Martinds in Salisbur yltheahree ch woul
eldest children were born before 1861.

To add to the puzzle, or possibly solve it,
living in Pitton but he died on 23April before the fire. Included amongst his neighbours

was Henry Maton, a farmer and Henry Cundick a labobiemry Maton was the brother

of his sonin-law Hugh.The newspaper report says that the fire spread to two cottages one

of which was occupied by Henry Cundick. Although the report says ahanse

occupied by Mr Ainsworth and John Ainsworth was deadld it be that thawas the

house that was destroyed Hewab, affiédall ordy fivime mor y w
and the information was passed on 80 years |&erhaps his grandmother Sarah moved
thennearetto the Cusse family as she did not have a house to live in.

Savages Farmand Queen Manor Farm
Savages Farm is very close to Queen Manor Farm and can be seen on the map. WJA
described the latter, which was owned by his udolen, agit he upper f ar mo. I
seen on the map as being up the lane from Savages Farm. In 1851 Savagess
occupied by a farmer aged 70 so presumably he retired giving up hianeaismes took
it on after his marriagerhe description in 1861 was 420 acres employing 4 men and 3
boys.

. The land is adjacent to
the remains of
Clarendon Palace.
This is now looked
after and more of the
ruins are visible than in
the description given
in the quotation at the
beginning of this
chapter There are
notice boards giving

descriptions of the buildings as they would have been.

John Ainsworth
J ame s 6 obnnevammaried In1861 there wasdames Maton, as bailiff, with him
at Queen Manor Farm aihry Lock, thehousekeepeHe died in 1864 at the age of only
40 and was buried in Pittohhere isno signofthegraJ A s ai d t hat he was
drinker and died from ifThis isborneout by the death certificate which gives the cause
of death as chronic disease of the liver.

13



He must have been seriously ill in October 1863 when he made a will, withessed by Mary
Lock, giving his estate to his mother subject to one legadyappointing Samuel Cusse

and James Humby as executdnsthat month there is also an advert showing that he
gave up the fardselling the live and dead stocBo ended the familyoés
Queen Manor Farm after probably 66 yeéls.seems to have moved to Winterbourne
Gunner where he was cared for by Mary Lock to wharthankshe gave all his peosal
belongs in a codicilo his will of 29" September 18640n the 2% October he made a
further codicil amending the will so as to give his mother a life interest with remainder to
his four siblings. His death three days lateathwas registered by Mary Locks being
presentHis estate was about £600 so he would have been living on his inheritance. In
1871 Mary Lock was a publican in Ford.

Departure from Clarendon
Thus in 1861 four Ainsworth families had farms in Clarendon or nédaidbin in Queen
Manor Farm, James and Matilda in Savages Farm, Elizabeth and Samuel Cusse in
Bishomsdown Farm and Hugh and Charlotte Maton in Rangers Lodge FHnefarms
in Clarendon Park would all have been leased from the landownEre8erick Hervey
Bathurst, 8 baronet who resided in Clarendon Hoasel was a notable cricketdihe
directories for the 1850s show him, John and James Ainsworth, Hugh and Thomas Maton
and about thee other farmerdn addition,their parents were in Pitton and sister Anne
with James Humby in Milford.

By 1871 they were all gone, except the Cusse family living in Milford, but not farming,
and grandmother Sarah, thus bringing the long family connection with Clarendon Park to
an end.

The last record of James in Clarendon isia&67 directory. WJA recounted that he was

given notice to quit as he had been caught shooting rabbits and other game, which had

been destroying hirops. James could not make his farm pay because of the pests and it

was illegal to destroy therle compl ai ns t hat brother John ¢
said anything to him about 1i1it!o6 Lord Bathurt
and his mother read it. ATshessing nomeaganher r e a
taken from hero

14



Salisbury

Let us now return to WJAOs Orfisttcbusimgnce Mat i
removed, her grandfather beidgmes (b. about 1777), brotherhid grandfather John
(b.1790) When giving accounts ¢f h e i r f a t dhiklnen o'Vjhiade Eandé inn@as

stated that we would return to James later.

James Ainsworth (about 177§ 1843)

Unlike the rest of the family he did not goariarming but became a maltster. Techity

a maltster is a maker of malt for use in brewing, but it seems the description may have
been used for anyone involved with the making or selling of Beel2" Sept 1801, at

the age of about 23, hearried in Salisbury Cathedrabarah Reevef Laverstock, a
village between Salisbury and Clarendgust north of Milford Shemay have beea
relative, even daughter, dbhn Reevea maltster, who was an executor and trustee of
Wi | | i a.midesvillwas rindde in 1810 and John Reews then living in the village

of Downton,which is just north of HaleAssuming that he had always been living there
he may have been a local friend of WilliaMaybeJamesvas apprenticed to John Reeve
and that is how he met afe. Marriage in the cathedral may indicate some staarses

was successful and ultimately wealthy. Possibly he was helped initially by the Reeve
family, but this is all conjectur®&y 1811 he must have been well established as his father,
William, only left him a nominal amount in his will prepared that year ¢sgeage B

Their son, James, was born dfiRecember 1801, only three months after the marriage,
and baptised in Laverstock the following June. There were two more chil@armah
(WJABs gr an d fféughsel80% ancElizabetnbapised 2% October 1808
at St . Th o maSaraheerseli@eaa in L84 Datitheyage of only 35 and was buried
in Laverstock.

James Ainsworth (c.177]?‘843) m Sarah Reeve (c178815)

James (1801875) Sarah (1804.887) Elizabeth (1808.892)
m m m
Marie‘lnna Salter George Blake Nathanilel Rowden
| | Matilda and others 5 children
Augusta Samuel see pagd9 |
m Henry Huntley \ see pagé7
see pagé6 WJIA

By 1819 he had married again to Elizabeth Bebe. We know nothing d¥admow the

first name from the baptism of their first daughter and the surname from a letter written
by Annie Huntley(seetwo pages below)Their daughter Fanny Eliza was baptised at
St . Mar ti no6s "Mag s8R0iasdiheirsgcond adaugi@ry Ann was born in
about 1823.
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The family lived in Brown Street
where he had a malthouse and the S
Inn as mentioned in a directory ¢
1822. By the time he wrote his will irg
1837 he had acquired other publ
houses, alreehold:- The George and=5""
Dragon in Castle Street, Salisbur| [ Il .
The White Horse Inn, also in Castl_ |
Street and The Crown Inn i
Fordingbridge 12 miles fro
Salisbury down the Avon.An
advertisement for letting in 183
indicates that he also owned ‘a

substantiafour-storyhouse near to the Crown Inn.

Other than The White Horse, thesies are standing today and protected as Grade Il listed
buildings.The White Horse Inn seems to have been rebuilt at the end of'ticeritry.

The Star I nn is at (sqe028shetcnabove)l@l830&ht Gaolgee Rai d
and Dragon(2023 photo belowjvas occupied by William Reeve so another possible

family connection, although according to his will he bought it from the estate of someone

else. He bought the
White Horse Inn from
Isaac Petty who ownec
it in 1822.but it is not
mentioned in the 183
directory. WJA had a j &
recollection of the
White Horse Inn from
when he was about ¢
years oldi maybehe
had just been told tha
his  greaigrandfather
had owned it and it may
have still ben held in &
trust theri’ see below.]

mp <

James Ainsworth junior (1804 about 1875)and Huntley family

His son, James, went back inte feni n g , acquiring a farm, pres
financial assistance, in the parish of WintergoTomsonsouth of Blandford Forum in

Dorset This must have been some time in the 1820s and he may have been accompanied

by his sister, Sarah, as she was married in that parisf November 1827 to George

Blake. He was from the parish of St.Edmund in Salisbury so they would have known each

other in Salisbury.It wasanother eighyears before James, himself, married Margan

Paull Davies, neé Salterwidowin 1835. Shevas born in about 1811 so some nine years
youngerHer previous marriage in 1882Poole, where she resided, was to John L.Davies

from Middl esex but t heWilhanAnestsimsa HMoar e J ame
Martell and Wil | i amfspagkd ihislstcwriousfronuvwehigh E1 1 z a b e
various conjectures as to how they met can be méley had three childrenAugusta

Elizabeth born in 1838, James born the following yeat he died at the age of,l&hd
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Samuel Salter born in 1841. Their house was Tomson House or the Farm House, Tomson
so presumably the main farm of the village and it comprised 470 acres employing ten men,

and four boysMarianna died in 1866, aged 54, and James in 1875, aged 74. Samuel took

over the farm, married in 1877 and had two children butidié885, aged3.

In 1851 Augusta waa boarder, with five others, at gsisahdoldiWimborne Minster

May be this education paid off as in 1859 she made a very successful marriage to Henry

Evan Huntley. He lived in Tarrant Keyneston, about 6 miles away. His father, Thomas

Huntley, who died two years earlier, was a partner in Huntley & Palmer, the farscuis

makers in Readingdenry did not go into the business so the partnership was wound up,

although the Huntley name retained, and he received £30,000 for hi$ shiamge sum

in those days. He bought an estate at Charlton Marshall nearby. They had a son, Henry,

and daughter Adé&nown as Annie). This family may have played a significant part in

WJAGs | ife asBwitbibei deenel|l WiAads son, Norr
from the Palmer family about 100 years later.

Rowden family and Overton connection

Returning to Salisbury and the household in Brown Street, Jadh) A6 s mat er nal
grandmother)as already noted, had left to go to Westborne Tomson with her brother in

the 1820s and then married George Blake returning to Salisbury to live in Exeter Street.

We will return to them latetn 1834her sisteElizabeth married Nathaniel Rowden.

Nathanielwas a farmer with a farm at North Oakley, a hamlet half way between
Kingsclereand Overton in Hampshire, west of Basingstakenprising abou870 acres

and employing 8 men and 4 boy$ey had five children, only three of whom survived.
Followingorpr obabl y before, Nathanields death in
by his son John Rowden (born 1843) who married andW@childrenand died in 1901.

Nat hani el and EI i zabet hmariedhd8b{ptotakfarmer, EI i zab e
Anthony Budd, who had a much larger farm, Quidhampton F@srarton, comprising

760 acres and employing 13 men and 11 blsabeth, herself, lived to b& &lying in

1892,and lived with the Budd family in h&ast yearsAs will be seeron pagel51, which

includes a photo with both Sarah and Elizabeth iotliter members of family later came

to Overton, the connection between Salisbury and Overton possibly being aided by the

new railway connection, Overton being on the line to Basingstoke and London.

James Ainsworth snr last years and will

It seems that he decided to retire in 1933 at the age of abdte Bfs probably actively
managing the Star Inn until that year when there is an advertisement to let it and a notice
in January 1834 for debtors and creditors as 4ttR&cember 1833, describing him as

Al ate brewero

Sometime prior tahe makingof his will on 23° November1837, and possibly shéyt

before then as it may have prompted it, Jam
he was living with his two daughters by that marridége)ny Eliza aged 1in 1837 and

Mary Ann,about 13. He died, aged 66, orf*Zbpril 1843 and was buried, as requested

in his will, in the grave of his first wife, Sarah, at Laversta&lquick walk round the

graveyard at Laverstock did not reveal any grave stone. His namehartalkeregister

appears just before that o fpage9).sThibisat her Jo
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photograph of a painting of the church in 1804 taken from the website of the Laverstock
and Ford Local History Group. The present church was built in about 1855.

By his will, as amended by a subsequent codicil he gave his house and other properties in
Brown Street to his son
James, then various

¥ - properties in trust for

~ his daughters for life

with remainder to their

children.The properties

were a freehold

property to Sarah, the

George and Dragon to

Elizabeth, the Crown

Inn in Fordingbridge to

Fanny Eliza and The

White Horse Inn to

Mary Ann. After

providing for certainannuitiesthat he had giveto his sister Susannah (described as

Susan) and her husband William Rdtiy page Bhe gavehe residue to his five children

in equal shares but Sarahdéds and Elizabetho

remainder to their childrerlhe trustees welgs sonJames, hibrother Johin Clarendon

and his nephew Charles Newman, son of his sister Framteage | He also appointed

his brother Johnés son, John, but he was un

Newman family
William Ainsworth 17461811

‘ | }
Frances ¢.1780852 James c1777 1843
m William Newman c1771854 m Elizabeth Bebe 1?¢.1837
| |
| | {
Charles 1814848 John 18261892 m Mary Ann ¢1823873 Fanny c18201893

For completeness | am supplying such inform
by his second marriagéanny and Maryalthough there would not seem to have been any

lasting connection with WJA. Thgyesumably remained in Brown Street after their
father 6s d,atthe age of abbut Ahardddon 47 June 184%er first cousin,

John Newmanaged about 24yrother of Charles Newman mentioned ahevel son of

James 0 s i.Astreeountedr page éhe dewman family had a farm at Chalbury,

between Hiton Martell and Horton, although at the time of the marriage John, although
descri bed as a farmer, was residemthein Lond
Fields, Westminster, Fanny being one of the witnesses.

They hada son William Ainsworth Newman born near Devizes so this must have been

their initial home before they moved to Didlington Mill, near Chalbury. Thadeexme from

the census returnstshat the family had acquired this
brother, Charles was living in Didlington and described as a miller, Having married in
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1847, Charles died the following yealohn musthen have taken over the mill as in the
1851 census he and Mary Ann are living in Didlington and he is described as a mealman
There was a small farm attached to it and John describes himself thereafter as,a farmer
the farm being known as Mill Farivlary Ann died in 1873, aged 50 and John continued
living at Didlington Mill until his death in 1892.

Fanny Eliza never married and she would seem to have lived most of the time with her
sister Mary Ann and after her death with John Newman. However in 1861 she was with
her halfbrotherJames Ainsworth in Tomsgen page 1pand described as a servant.
Mary Ann happened to lieerealsa described as a visitoso may bd~anny was living

there for a time to help out and Mary Ann was visiting her.

Sarah BlakeZ22.8180530.71887)

Having now followed the |ives of all of Jan
us away from Salisbury to vats farms, we willreturntoWdAs gr andmot her Sar
alreadystated,on page 1&he married George Blakaged21, on1% November 1827.
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Little is known of his family. His parents James and Maria Matilége resident in

St . Mar t i nligmry.plia mathewasnot 8bte to sign her name at her marrjage

was baptised by her mother Saran | v and bor e heReawnTbdreher 6s s
would thus not seem to have been a farming background but he became a farmer in
Romsey, Hampshire, perhaps through Ainsworth connecthasentioned above on

pagel0Sar ahdés wuncle John Ainsworth owned pr ope
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Their daughters, Sarah Elizabeth and
Matilda Ma r i a, mithkei\(Clearly
named after Georgeds mot
names reversed) were born therd &28
and 1830 but Sarah died the following
year Although in 1841 they were back in
Salisbury he still described himself as a
farmer in the censug\ daughter, Mary
Ann had been born in 1839 but died in
1842.Their home was ultimately in Exeter
Street, Salisbury (WJA thinks it was
No.39) just round the corne
| childhood home in Brown Street and the
StarInn (seeGooglemap above, the inn
being on the norteastern corner of
Brown Street and St.Ann Streetput
when heir daughter Eliza Mary was born
on 12" Januaryl845they were livingin
Bemerton orthe road out of Salisbury to
the west taVilton. George was described
i 2. for the baptism agentlemanEliza Mary
was a twin but her twin S|ster Fanny Louisely lived for eight monthsShe was known
by her second name of Mary and is referred to hereafter by that SBaane.a hdés f at he
having died in 1843, Saratould have been benefitting from her inheritance so perhaps
they were living on that. Or may be the house in Exeter Street was the property that was
left in trust, the address of which was not given in the will.

Sarah recorded the dates and times of the birth of her children and the deaths of those who

did not live long in a bible which had been given to her shortly before her marriage. Some

of the information above comes from this. As to the history of the bd#epagd 52

George died in 1847 at the age of 41 and w
given as Exeter Street. In the 1851 census Sarah is described as a proprietor of houses, but

that might be a simplified way of saying that she had a life interest iefi0Lisus, Sarah

was left alone with Matilda aged 17 and Mary aged 2 until Matilda, aged 22 married her

mot herés first cousin Jamesonkagesanobsed h i n 1
diagram below. At the time of the 1861 census Sarah was with Matilda and James in
Clarendon, presumably helping with the children but her home was still Exeter Street.
Maryods whereabouts is not known. Perhaps s

William Ainsworth 1746
|
| |

John c 1788 James ¢ 1777

Sarah Llake 1805
|
|
James 1826 m. Matilda 1830 Mary 1845 m John Hockey
WJA and others
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Marymar ri ed John Hoc k®Juned866, Bmes bl Matildanbeing on 16
witnesses. He was described as a farmer from Overton although in the 1861 census he
described himself as a farmeroés assistant.
North Oakley, Overtoand that was how they met on visits\dgiry to her aunt Elizabeth.

He did not remain in farming but became a corn merchant. Their first Saitdh Jane

was born at Exeter Street ofiBebruary 1867 aritherewas a second chiltamedlames
AinsworthHockeythe following yeaiborn in Overton

Sarah must then have decided to leave Salisbury and go to live with the Hockey family as

by the 1871 census she is living with them. We will return to the families in Overton later
in Chapter 10 on pads1butnow go back to WJA and his parents
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W.JAinsworth s chil dhood and yout

JamedAinsworth (18261900 m 1852 Matilda Maria Blaké830-1875)
\
‘ Va Ya ‘
Saah (18541938 William (18551943 Lettie (18561939 Louie (18631874

James and Matilda had fochildren:- Sarah Victoria b.25.5.185%aptised 25.6.1854)
William John b.18.9.185faptised 17.10.185 ) etitia Mary 10.11.185@aptsed2.12.
1856)and Maria Louisa 16.11.18@Raptised 1.1.1863)They were all born at Clarendon
Parkb u t bapt i s e dn SalisburySheingMtee rchhuicm @ ¢heir mother and
grandmother Sarah Blake, except Sarah who was baptised at Lavdisenathildhoods
were at the farm until, as recounted abgag€l4) they had to leave in about 1868 when
William would have been 12 or13.

His grandmother, Sarah Blake, arranged\iiliam to go toschool in The Clos@én

Salisbury, the name of the school master being Ditkyd, andhe had his dinners her

housein Exeter StreetHe walkedhree miles to school and baekery dayThis would

have taken him down t h esingtlelsite ef ZlaréndonPeda Sa v a g e 0
f

up on the | eft, past his aunt and andcl ebs
up into the townSee the map on pa@e | walked down the path from the fam in 2023
and this is a photo of a section between th

He describedhe housein Exeter Streedsbeingjust opposite the wall of the cathedral
grounds and it was subsequently pulled ddwifact, it would seem from inspection that
it would have been on the boundary of the cathedral ground$hainallthe houses on
that side of the road were pulled down and replaced by a(ae#i.map above on page
19) It was a rendezvous for all the districtrfeers on market and fair daysvhether he
meant the house or the road is not clear

William recounted that after leaving Clarendon theyved south to Lymington and had

a dairyfarm there with 40 cows for a short time but James was not cut out for a dairy

farmer. He was a heavy drinker and his misfortunes made him worsethEneyoved

to a smal/l house |1 n Chtrii méiscdotnerstuggledond t hos e
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heroically anchis grandmothecame from Salisbury to live with them and héMflliam
sang in a choir in Christchurch.

William has recorded that he left home for the first time dii¥cember 1870 (aged 15).

It is not known what he did for schooling after leaving the school in Salisbury. His sister
Sarah must also have left home about then as in the 1871 census she, at thé, aggesof
with a family in Brading, Sandown, Isle of Wight described as a governess.

The 1871 census shodames and Matildas being in Christchurch with children Letitia
(aged 14) and Louisa (aged 8) and a lodigeness described as a retired farmé&arah
Blake was not with tha at the time of the census but, as already mentiaraedywith her
daughteMary in Overton.

Reading

On leaving home William seems to have gone to Aldershot as he recorded that he left
Aldershot on the T8January 1871 to go to Reading. He was thus only there for about
three weeks and who he was with and what he was doing is not known. It must have been
a short break before commencingfaur-year apprenticeship fron8th March with

S hephearghbéeg in ReadingThis apprenticeship had been arranged by his
grandmother, Sarah Blakéor the payment of £30How did she have a contact in
Reading? This must have been through her brother, James Ainsworth, and/or niece
Augusta Huntley, the Huntleys having family and the connection with Huntley & Palmers
in Readingse®n page 1) William said that his grandmother was very good to him and
shewas clearly a very strong support for him in his early lifger there were frequent

visits to her at Overton where she waanly with her daughteMary and the Hockey
family.

After about two years at ¢gbhtbooggbrliecaddWitbone her e w
t

oft he assistants, a married man much ol der
my head, but didndt succeed. Hi s head (pre
For this | was sent f or bliggraddmetpehwentdo and t o

Shepherd and told him that he could not terminate the arrangement like that as she had
paid for his indenture. He stayed on but only for a short whédeft on Tth July 1873.

He was friendly with another grocer, Parfitt, who was secretary of the cricket club, and
Parfitt took him orin his shopn 29 August 1873

Reading was Williamdébs home for five years,
family background seems to have been very Church of England. There is no sign of non
conformism and he and his siblingsraere al/l

parish church. However, presumably influenced by friends and acquaintances in Reading,
he became a Baptist and he recorded that he was baptised at the Kings Road Chapel on
10" May 1874. The Reading Central Library is now on the site of that chéfiell | i a md s
religion was to become a dominant feature of his life.
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Deaths of mother and sister

There were two sad events during those yediish were very
distressingor him. His sister Maria Louisa, known as Louie,
died on 3f August 1874, at the age of 12. He thought the c5
of death was measle$he death certificate states fever afg A
effusion of water on the braikle was very fond of her and ke
a lock of her hair which is still with the family archiva@#is is a
photo of her at a younger age.

The following yearon 10" May 1875his
mother also died, aged 48he cause of
death being cancer of the uteru3hey

is about 8 miles to the northest of

Wi | | isistan @dlitiaknown as Lettie)

her auntMary Hockeyand grandmother in

at this weddingwhich took place in SeptembE880 seg@agel51

both died and were buried in Wylye. This

Salisbury so sometime between 1871 and
1874 theyhadmoved there. The reason for

the move is not known but may be James
had found some work through a contact in

was aged 18 at the death of their mother. It
seems probable that she went to live with

Overton asn 1879 she became engaged to
Thomas( 6 T oHardy) Loverldgewhose father waa draper and grocer with a shop in
Winchester Stredhere William recorded in his diary that the father was to retire from

the business and pass it on to Tom. He was satisfied with this engagement which was so
different from the former one, of which there are no detailsa photograph of the family

SalisburyHi s occupation on
certificate was given as labourbut on
Matil dads as retired

With so many of his relatives living in Overton this became a frequent stop for William in

later years.

Engagement
The other evenwvhile in Reading was that he became engaged to Nellie Colpsr.

seems to have been a formal engagement made®bdube 1875 We don o't
anything about her except that her family was probably a connection of Mr and Mrs Parfitt.
There is a public record of an Ellen Sarah Cooper, born in 1851, the daughter of an

architect and auctioneer in Castle Street, which may have been he

Woolwich

He left Parfittsand worked for another firm, presumably also grocers, from November

1875 to Feb 1876. He then made a big move, leaving Reading and moving to London
where he was employed by Topleys in Woolwitcbm 7" March The fami | yoés
information is that this was on the site of the future Woolwich Equitable Building Society

offices. However, @hoto from about 1868 in Wikimedia Commons shavimiildingon
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the west sidef BeresfordSquare as a Tea Coffee Provision Warehods$e only thing

known about his stay in Woolwigchlthough his was very significant lat@andthe reason

why it is known, was that he became friends with GeorgddfickWates.The story is

that theymet through doing voluntary work #te Conduit Road Ragged School in
Woolwich but it may be simply that they went to the same Baptist th@perge was

about two years younger. He came from a family who were Baptists, devoted much of his
time to church activities and at about this time at the age of 19 gave his first sermon to the
Baptist Mission at Deptfordrheir friendship was renewead 1882/3 when William was

living in Holloway and George in nearby Stoke Newington where, having become a
Congregationalishe was choir master at Raleigh Memorial Chapel

The very precise dates mentioned above come from his own record which has survived.
He also recorded his wagehich may be of interest to note. They rose fromg&rdyear

to £25 per year while at Parfitts. They were £35 at the next firm and then £75 at Topleys
rising to £1.12 peweek. (vhich is about £83 per year)

James Humby

He was not ther®r very long agarlyin 1877 havas taken on by his unclames Humby,

the husband of his fatheroés si stSalisbhuhnne who
in1851 and giving his (pagell).p setonddaughteBlannb anker 6s
Letitia (known as Pollyyvas born in 1855 in Devizek 1863, when his brothen-law

John Ainsworth made his willhey were living in Dalston, Londonlames had become

an entrepreneuin 1871 they were living in Eden Vale House, Westbury and he described

himself as an iron master and merchBotly, agedl9 marriedlames Pocock Hall in 1874

in Westbury, where thegontinued to liveand had three childrerBy 1876 James and

Anne hadmoved to Bath and Margaret, aged 26, married Ezra James Knighnttiexe

year He had beome involved with coal miningh South Walesbeing described as a

colliery proprietor in the 1881 and 1891 censuses, and also having an office in London in
Finsbury Circus.

He seems to have helped Anneds sister Charl
from farming fol |(seevpagid).FCloar laot eeds ydeat Wi | |
mentioned below it may befromnihe tathep mwhich of Char
Hugh would havénada life interest after her deattvas invested in the busineskle

workedbriefly at a depot in Trowbridge in 1879 before it was sold, although William had

predicted that he would take to drinking again and lose the business. Other work must

have been found for him as at his death in 1885 he was living at Llangonoyd, near
Bridgend in Glamorganshire and described as a colliery manager. Although buried there,

a memorial was added to Charl otteds grave i

Why James Humbgame to Bath is not knowrMaybeit was a convenient place from
which to manage the business in Walgh a good connection to Londohey lived at
Rosewyn Villa,4 Cambridge Place from 1876 until at least 1884. There is a Cambridge
Terrace off Widcombe Hikomaybeit was near there.
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Working for Uncle Humby

So,William, aged about 22, came to Bath to jo'=
him. His addresdy 1879 was 2 St. Matthew:
Place, Putney Road. This is at the bottom ¢
Widcombe Hill so is possibly a place thi
fiuncle Humby found for him Once in Bath he
naturally would have sort out and joined ti
Baptist Church, of whicmore later.

There is no information as to what the financ
arrangement with his uncle was, whether he j
received a salary or whether there was some
of profit sharingThe of fi ce we
house and his uncle was frequently at his off,
in London. The fortunes of the business we
clearly a great worry to him, but whether th
was because his income was affected or it \
just part of the job is not cleaHis uncle
speculated resulting in a constant struggle
remain solventand he resented beingolight
into it..

William kept a diary for a few months from September 1&A8r the period of the diary

there was a continual struggle with various schemes to borrow oupais€15,000 to

save some deeds deposited with a bank which was in liquidation. In his summary of the
year to May 1881, being the last entry in the diagywrote that the long business struggle

not yet over but some hope. There was always some l@mpehspect of the hope was

the possibility of a company being promoted to purchase the business for £135,000 which
gives some idea of the scale of it.

Here are a few quotéom the diary-

ABusiness is just one | ong ef faodthusitthas keep o
been for three weary years until the whol e
AUncl eds onl y | ilocares nathmg for miisie, poetsy, lileratsra, soaety s

his wife, religion, his Godo

Wishes his uncle was guided by principle and not impulse and expediency. Does not like

his spirit of concealment and lack of openness.

AMy heart not i n fitlhissh adcd o nmpeavneyrd bbeu saitn ehsosme
the rest of his lifavasin it, using the experience he had gained with his uncle.

His story continues in Chapter 7 on pag@
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Chapter 2 - Willway family

Early Willways at Puriton, Somerset

The earliest records are to be found in the parish registers of Puriton, a village just
north of Bridgewater in Somerset. It can be seen now when you are driving south on
the M5, situated on the left just before junction PBis photograph of the parish

- IS

church was ake in 2010. \

The first record is of the marriage on thé"MNov 1566 of John Willway and Elnor
Edmington, but the earliest record to which we can trace the line back is that of the
marriage of John Willwaie (various spellings were used) to Joane Conuall orithe 10
Jan 1633. They had a son John who was baptized on¥l8ep 1634 but Joane died

in childbirth.

John Willway
m. (1633) Joane Conuall (d.1634)
Ya
John (16341693)
m. (1669) Joane Prixott (d.1682)
Ya
Richard (1673 ?)
m. Joan (d.1708)
m. (c1709) Mary
Ya

Ya Ya Ya
John (1705) Robert (1710) Thomas (c1712)
M

Thomas (7 1792)
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John married Joane Prixott in 1669 and they had four sons. John, born in 1670 who
died in 1704, Richard, our ancestor, born 8Mlig 1673 and two others who died as
children. There may also have been a daughter Mary, as there is a record of a
marriage to George Dribble in 1718.

We know nothing else about them with the exception of Riclkaoin the parish

records we know he had a wife Joan, who died in 1708 and by whom he had a son
John born in 1705. He then married Mary, by whom he had a son Robert in 1710.
There is deaseto him which surviveaf about 30 acres of farmland, although

Richard is described in it as a weaver, mainly in Downend (now on the other side of
the motorway to Puriton) but with one meadow in the parish of Bawdrip to the East.
The lease was for a period & 9ears or the lives of Richard and his three sons John,
Robert and Thomas. So we know that there was a son Thomas born in 1711 or 1712.

The parish records are sporadic
thereafter and cease in 1750. There
are no more Willways recorded.

There is now a gap in our

knowledge filled only by a pewter
plate, which was retained in the

family. This photograph is of the
reverse of the plate with the
inscription:-A The Gi ft of John
Willway to His Nephew Thomas
Willway Bridgewater. 2% May

1 7 6 Bohnds probably the John

born in 1705 and Thomas would be
the son of Robert or Thomas. In

view of the tendency to name the
eldest son after the father, Mea
assumed he was the son of Thomas. Robert may have become a weaver as there is
reference to Robert Willway in a book on the Guild of Weavers.

Perhaps Thomas senior had moved to Bridgewater from Puriton and Thomas junior

was born there. From an Assignmdated 1798n the possession of the family we

know thatThomas juniomarried Betty and had five children John, Thomas, Sybella,

Sarah and Mary AnrThere is a record of the baptism of Thomas, son of Thomas and
Elizabethon24July 1763 at St. Marydés church, Brid
of the baptism of Sibylla, daughter of Tho
Bristol on 20" Decembe 1767,
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Bristol

Thomas Willway (7 ¢1792)
m. Betty (d.1796)
Ya
Ya Ya Ya Ya Ya
John (7581825 Thomas Mary Ann (d.c.1793) Sybelld1767) Sarali1760)
m. Susannalhick) m(1) Mary m. C. Chapman m. C. Chapman m. J. Phillips
see next section (2) Sarah

|
| | | | a
William 1791  Thomas 1792 James 1793 Elizabeth 1795 George 1796
m. Hannah Jenkins m. Mary Gilbert Cock m. HenryPallin
see Chapter 3 see pag87 see page36and 38

SGieQasLINRPLISNIAS

In 1781 or shortly thereafter, Betty inherited a cottage in the parish of St George in
Bristol fromafriendThe f amily had settled in St
Betty had connection3his is to the east of the city centv¥#e do not know what her
maiden name waBetty died in 1796. Thomas had died prior to 1793 when Betty
made her last will. In addition to the property she had inherited, which she was not
occupying, she owned two other adjacent properties in 1793, one of which she
occupied, suated near the church on the Marshfield in the parish of St. George.
These appear to be additional properties because by her will she left the one she
occupied to her daughter Sibylla and the other to hemrstaw James Phillips,

whereas the inheritedgperty was inherited by all the children. This would either
indicate that Thomas was successful in whatever he did on coming to Bristol or there
was more inherited wealth. Betty signed her will with a cross so presumably she was
illiterate.

Thomas Willway jnr and Sarah Willway

Thomasdé sons John and Thomas were both
purchased a lease of a small cottage and garden on White Hill in the parish of St
George for the price of £14t was John who went into the dying business which is
dealt with in the next sectiofthomas married Mary Milsom in 1784. They had two
children, Thomas Milsom in 1785 who lived for eight years and Mary in about
October 1788 who lived for only 11 months. Mary herself died in December 1788,
perhaps as a result of compticas from the birth. Thomas married again to Sarah
Craddeck in 1793. There were no children of this marrifgemas died in 1817 at

the age of 54 but curiously his abode on the burial record at St George was
WorkhouseThis is strange as his widow Sarah was wealthy at her death in 1834
owning three properties in St Georgeos
investments providing £43 per year.

¢tK2Yla yR .SideQa RIdAKISNA
Of Thomas and Baah mayriedJardea Rhilipstod¥#sil, 1797,
Mary Ann married Charles Chapman but died young before ai@@S3ybella then
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married Charles Chapmam 16" April 1797. In 1798 James Phillips bought out the

shares of the other members of the family in the inherited cottage for £42, Charles
Chapman receiving the shares of both his wi
carpenterSybella had a son Charles in August 1B88died in March 1800 and their

sonin 1811at the age of 14

t KATEfALA FlrLYAf@ FYyR /ILWGFIAY t KAffALR

This history is not concerned with the Phillips family but one of the documents that

passed down within the Wi IlIlway family was
Captain John Willway Phillips. One of the Willway descendants, Deborah Klein with

the assigtnce of her husband Peldein, haswritten a very interesting account of the

family as a whole as a background to this diary. This was written in 2008 and thus

subsequent to my original draft history upon which this book is based. It contains

much addional informationandrather than repeating it here I will make reference to

it when necessarnyit can be downloaded from my website on the following link
https://www.briarwates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/JWPhillips%20diary%20etc.pdf

| will refertoitas DebpK| ei néds account with this page n
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John Willway (c1760 -c1826) and the dyeworks.

W2 Ky Q& Tdsitehdes | Y R

John married Susann&ick on 3P August1786, his brothein-law James Phillips

being a witness. This was at the parish church bf. G earishgveeteshey were
bothresidentsThey hadeleven childrengnly five of whom William (b.179D),

Thomas (b.1792)James (b.1793Elizabeth(b.1795 and Georgéb.1796) survived

to adulthoodSome of the baptism records give their residence. In 1794, 1795 and

1796 they were in Cheese Laéhich stillexistsa nd Johno giveaax upati on
cordwainer. In 798 they were in Cole Stre@n t hat occasion Johnos
Phillips andSybellaChapman also baptised childramd were also shown as living in

Cole Street. In 1803 the address was College Street

They had their first child in 1788hom they namedohn Sweet. Their grandson by

their son James was also named John Sweet. It has previously been assumed that
Susannahoés maiden name was therefore Sweet
name comesfrolPossi bly it was Johndés mother Betty

Dyeworks

J o h n & s-intaw,&haHes €hapman was a silk dyer. Did John give up
shoemaking and join him? The earliest record found in a trade directory is that in
1805 of John Willway, dyer and calenderer (a person who operates a calender
machine to dress, glaze and finish cloth by rassing with rollers), at 27 College
Street. There was no record in 1800 but no directories between the two dates. He
appears in all directories after that but moving to 6 Denmark Street in 1812, at which
address the firm remaindor many years. From 1829, adverts show the firm as
having been founded in 179hich could be correcthere being no record of his

being a cordwainer aftdr796.

i
"

This is a photograph taken in 2006 of 6 Denmark Street on the left and No.7, also
used by the business, in the centre
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Business split between sons William and James

John and Susannaho6s sons William and James
there is the firm of J. and W. Willway, silk, cotton, linen and woollen dyers in Lower

Castle Street, so John had probably set up a second business with William. In 1818

Wil i amés name appears alone so John had pre
1821 the business at 6 Denmark Street was called John Willway and Son so James

had joined him. In 1826 the entry appears as S. Willway & Smmhaving diedon

2279 Januaryl825 kaving his estate to Susanmvalo took over his share of the
business.Shediedon 7" March1835. James acted as the administratdreoéstate.

Some idea of the work of the business can be obtained from an advertisement for
S.Willway & Son:i Si | k, velvet, bombazines, morine,
of all descriptions cleaned and dyed; silk and other shawls, pelisses etc cleaned or
dyed;printed calico bed and window furniture cleaned, stiffened and glazed, so as to

equal new; calico furniture linings cleaned ordyed, morine furniture dyed or

dipped and watered; blankets, druggets, carpets etc cleaned; straw and leghorn
bonnetsdyedbtak f or mourning at shortest noticebo

Funeral and wills

Johnds funeral was at St. Philthepréis Met hodi s
indication that by that time the family were roonformist.

The wills show that John owned two freehold properties in Bath Buildings and one in

Union Pl ace, both near Rennisonodés Bath in
presumably investments that he had made following the success of his business.

Susannah lethe former to William and the latter to Elizabeth, John receiving her

share of the business at Denmark St. The only information that we have about their

sons Thomas and George iIis from Susannahos
some way as Jamesrequested to provider him. An annuity was to be purchased

for Thomaswith£50T he t ax account for Susannahos esH
survived, gives the value of her personal estate as £618. This included leasehold

properties, presumably 6 and 7 Denmark Street of £430, but not the freehold

properties.

William continued in business on his own at 5 Lower Castle Street. The two branches
of the Willway family continued in the separate businesses. James is the grandfather
of Lyddie Ainsworth so this narrative will continue with that branch. However,

William is the grandfather of Margaret Irene Willway who maritigddie6 s s o n
Reginald and is therefore the ancestor of part of the family. The history of his family
will be covered latein chapter 4see pagd4).

Traditional story

Thetraditional story about the dyeworks is told as follows in a history from about

1960 of the Guarantdd.aundries and Cleaners Group, which had taken over
Willways in 1956 (see below on pagd9:-in Wi | | ways itself was fou
protest. Young James Will way, a farmer6s s
green pastures of Somerset to work in Bristol, and was shocked by the grime and dirt
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which abounded in the city, slowly awakening to industrialisation. So he opened a

dyeworks and cleanersand never looked back. Shops were set up at varying periods

in College St, Denmark St and Christmas St, at the foot of Christmas Steps. This
shop,oc our se, still remains, and to this day
l aundry. o

As will have been seen above, this story is quite inaccurate. it was Thomas who came

to Bristol from Bridgewater sometime between 1763 and &n@i/his son John who

founded the dyeworkslames camiater. Thomasnay havebeea f ar mer 6 s son L
we do not know what his occupation was when he came to Bristol.

| mention here an undated letter written by Maféjiway, in about 1880, because it
illustrates the interest the descendants took in their background which in many cases
has provided useful information. In this case it does not make much s@mses.
recounts that she and her brothers went to Bristol to the office c@dtes irBroad

Street to sign a documemr Herbert Coates was the Willway family solicitdshe
recounts that she saw the will of their grgeandmother dated 1808 and found that

Afogreatgr andf at her Thomas Wil l way was a yeoma
was her greagireatgrandfather, her gregreatg r and mot her Bettyos wi l
1793 and hergre@r and mot her Susannahoés will was dat

1 Pamphlet No.46 of Histories of Bristol Companies
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William Cock ( 11.8.1751-9.6.1843)

In 1822 JamewVillway, aged29, marriedMary Gilbert Cock, aged 20, a daughter of
William Cock, at Westburpn-Trym Parish Churche also, like th&Villways, came
from Bridgewater where his father was a
farmer William was a cabinetmaker living in
Kingsdown, Bristol. He was apprenticed to Mr.
Nichols and then became his partner. By his
first wife Betty he had eleven children between
1774 and 1792.

One of his sons by this marriage is believed to

have been a shipbs captain
is a record of a Capt. Henry Cock in the Bristol

directories living at Hotwells between 1823

and 1847 and there was a son Henry born in

1779.

New York and second marriage

In 1794 he sailed to New York with his wife.

It is not known which, if any, of the children

#% went with them. The purpose of the trip was to
. find a supply of mahogany and he may also
have gone to the Leeward Islands
Unfortunately, Betty died on the voyage in
June.

While in New York hevasmarried toSarah Nichol®n 7" December795by the
Reverend John Sandford of Baptist persuasiod,their first child was born at Cliff
Street, New York in Sept 1796 and baptized at John Street Chapeinformation
together with detailed information about all his children and the death of Betty, giving
the precise latitude and longitude of the ship at the time of her death, comes from a
hand writtengenealogyn the family papers. It is probably copied from a family

bible.

They had returned to Kingsdown, Bristol by June 1798 where the second child was
born. Tradition has it that while in New York William made a portable writing desk
for Geor ge WasdampnGgrie@lrGéage. It &ad d secret drawer for
secret dispatas to England. He also made a sideboard for George Washington.
(Washington was President from 1789 to 1797).

Background of hisecondwife, Sarah

Tradition also has it that Sarah Nichols was descended from the Gilbert family of
Antigua. This was a leading family in Antigua and the pedigree well documented but
it has not been possible to find the lifikke genealogy mentioned abdwas a
penciledn ot e descri bing her as 6Seymour wi dowod.
reflected in the second names of her children. Her first son Alexander had the name
Nichols, the second son George and first daughter Mary (our ancestor), the name
Gilbert and the fourth soJohn, the name Seymour.
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In 1882 Mary told two of her grandchildren something about her family and this was

recorded by her granddaughter Bessie in her diary. She told them that herhradther

said that she was the daughter of a West Indian planter in Antigua and her name was

Gilbert. She married first a Mr Seymour and had one child who died. Her husband

died and she married Mr Cock.

The only way to reconcile these facts and various versions that have been passed

down would seem to be that Sarah had another marriag®ltdNichols, or a change

of name, after Mr Seymour s death and bef o

William and Sarah had six children in all between 1796 and 1807 but the second
daughter Sarah died after one week.

Skilled craftsman

William Cock was clearly a successful craftsmalthough his daughter thought he
could have done better for himself if he hedlpremises in the city rather than in
Kingdown. Passed down in the family are a mahogany dining table, a mahogany
sideboard, a writing desk and a clotke portraitof him at the age of 98t the

beginning of this chaptaevas in the possession of Philip Lasee pag&1), who

gave it to the Bristol ArGallery. Theravas also a tallboy believed to have been made
by him which was also given to the Bristol Art Gallery by Philip Lace, but they have
ascertained that it was made before 1750 and therefore could not have been his.

This is a photo of he sideboard in 2024 in the house of the widow of hisggeaat
greatgrandson John Ainswortlsee also references to this and the dining table on
page71and the clock on padt

Business premises

His business premises were in Hillgrove Street. He appears in the Bristol directories

there in 1791 and 1792 as cabinet maker. In 1818 he is described as@ask®ck

maker with premises also in Bush Street. From 1821 to 1838 he is described as clock
case maker, cabinet maker and camp

A R ,yg 4/””“"""’/‘/””” : writing-desk inventor and manufacturer,
_ _K-.y,u&lx‘u.\gg}; the address being Cockos
& z TRl , .
! A &'fu ﬂ“”l fj’ ’i’iw,,,i { *  Hillgrove St. There are no entries in
A /?\\ /) 1) S IP %0 N\ R :
Vv {Uﬂlmmtartuurﬁ 2N\ : 1841 or 1844. But there ::hs a deed, made
g /,//,,,,.,;,:, 1/ L iptron oy /m o ,/> & by William Cock, dated 1" August
x Z o, _/ 7 / nullenens (2 ///// N H :
R T //,,//,,f o (/,W’ ’*b/E 1_842 relating to the property grantiag
8|\ ; Cocks Buildings Hillgrov St ¥/ 8 right of way and referring to two wells
NG BRISTOL) 5 5 on the property which states that the

u/ml(.ulc s buildings were begun in 1782.

& for Toport s
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Last years and sons

Sarah died in 838 and William in 1843 at the age of nearly B21841 he is shown
in the census as living with his daughter Mary
Willwaydé s  sin-lanvtEkzabeth Pallin (neé
Willway) and her husbanidenry Pallin.He must have
given up work some years before that despite the
reference to the business in the directories. What
happened to the business? His son Josiah (b. 1799)
was in business as a watch and clock maker in
Bridewell Lane and then in Upper Arcade betwee
1822 and 182@but then moved to Swansea where he
is recorded as a grocer in the 1841 and 1851 censuses
but listed under musical instruments in an 1849
directory.See also pagé0about Josiah. Wi | | i améd s
sonGeorge Gilbert Cock (b. 1798), was in business at
3 Lower Montague Road in 1826 and 1829 and at
6Sea Horsed, Upper Maudlin Str
e, Ui, Wicbenadiitt, Tatb: in 1835. He then appears once more in 1848 at 2
CoPiEs MAY 8 OBTAINED. Hillgrove St so perhaps he took it ovAccording to
his sister he died in America in about 1862

William was very fit and the following is inscribed (probablylbyddie and with two

corrections | have magleon the back of a photo tfis othemportrait of him taken by
TheophilusLyddied s br-6 Ghand mamma Wi WiliameCypck,s Fat her ,
lived to be 2 and when over 80 walked from Bristol to Bridgewater and at 90 walked

from Bristol to Bath. GreaGrandfather was an early riser. He got up regularly at 4

obcl ock. He was one of the besdayadbl ek 6 mal
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James (1793 -1865) and Mary (1802 -1888) Willway

(Lydiabés grandparents)
James and Mary had four children between 1822 and 1828, the youngest dying before
her second birthday as a result of an accident. The eldest was Tabitha,diaéns
father, James William Cock Willway, born off Beb 1825 and a second son, John
Sweet Willway.

James31.12179312.41865)
m. (20.11822) Mary Gilbert Cock1(.6.180228.61888)
Ya

Ya Ya Ya Ya
Tabitha (18221863) James (182860) John (1826914) Mary (1841868)
m. (1847) W. Jack m. (1847) Sarah Wallace | m. (1864) F. Powell
(8 children) m. (1849) Lucy Davis (6 children) (2) chidren

In this connection we know that he invested in railway companies as there have
survived copies of or notes of requests for shares in 1845. The maximum was for 75
shares at £25 eaéh.An important investment as evidenced by their wills mentioned
below was shagdn the Bristol Waterworks Company.

They were clearly well off and sent their sons away to a private boarding school. This
was initially at Sommer Hill House, St. Georges, in Kingswood, Bristol. James wrote
to them there on the ¥Nov 1838 on the death of their grandmother Sarah Gock:
nTel | Mr. Stone please to |l et you come hom
di ed at 1 o 0 cYouwmdthertardigrandfaitwer bedr inag well as
p 0 s s iThey tken went to MiEliasNed 6 s Academy, Sion House,
Jerseywhere the hsic fee was about £30 per tefimis was the beginning of the
- Jersey connectiowhich lasted about 100 years

and of which much more later

A late child was born in 1841 when Mary was

39 and named Mary Elizabeth. James junior,

(aged 16) wrote in his diary that on arriving in

Southampton on his return from Jersey:

' fasked for a letter at the
| never more surprised when upgpening it

- found there was an addition

Residences

.| They lived at Durdham Down, Bristol. In 1845
the address was Down Cottaayed at the date

A

of Jamesd6 deat h i n 1BdvéverJdamesynaishisHierginhf i el d
1841 refers to going to see his mother fAon
Street were presumably also a home, as is born out by the 1841 census which merely

records Tabitha as livinthere with a servant. James yvas in Jersey at the time of

thecensusBut in 1851 the wholéamily isrecorded as living at 7 Denmark St.

2 Archive doc
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Elizabeth Pallin

Also living with themin both 1851 and 186kas Jamesd si ster EIlizab
widowed.l t was mentioned above that Maryds f at
Elizabeth and her husbahkt&nry Pallin, a solicitor, in 1841.

Dyeworks

James carried on the dyeworks business in Denmark Street, initially in partnership
with his mother and after her death in 1835, on his own. In 1842 there are two entries
in the directory; one is in his name only at 6 Denmark Street and one as Willway &
Sonat 7 Denmark Streeltlis son, James, was probably by then working in the
business but he was never a partner

Investments and property

He was successful in the business and invested in shares and properties. In the family
archives are copies of applicatiansl845for shares in the Bristol and South Wales

Junction Railway, the Bristol and South Wales Junction Railway Extensionthae

Bristol and Liverpool Junction Railway and the Galway and Kilkenny Railway. This

was the time of the ARail way Maniao and wh:
known. His son, James, was involved in making the application for the last and

expressed theiew in his diary that he was acting foolishyee also the note about

not foll owing hi §9 Sucdessfilsvestrdents asteeshovmby p a g e

their wills.

His attitude to property and marriage was |
a letter from Tabitha in May 1845. She had received an offer of marriage which she

had acceptedHowever their father opposed it and James writes that he had the

wisdom to express his sorrow and regret rather than determined opposition. His

promise to settle the Hillgrove property on her if she married as he wished induced

her to change her mind. Early todlowing month he approved of her marriage to

William Jack Whether the propertyas settled on her is hknown. This is

conjecture, but may be the property was Cock Buildings at 2 Hillgrove $inest,

although occupied by George Cock in 1848 m
death in 1843Unfortunately we have no information about his will.

WEYS&aQ gAff

By his will dated 1862 James left all his freehold and leasehold properties, except one,
and his 20 shares in the Bristol Waterworks Company to Mary for life and the rest of
his estate to her absolutely. The one exception was the freehold property lsnown a
The Dove at Moorfields, St George. | see from the map that there is a Dove Lane

there so perhaps that is where Lucdy(cewas. Thi
the next section below) for her life and thereafter to her children. | have not come
across any other reference to this property or the income from it i | after Lucyc¢

death in 1905, as to which see pa§e.

After Marybés death 5 of the Bristol Wat er wi
and then to her children; the freehold properties The Rising Sun Inn at Cathay, St

Mary Redcliffe and 15 Vine Row, Old Park, St.Michael and 5 starkis son John;

the leasehold property 7 Denmark Street to Tabitha for life, then to her husband and

then her children absolutely; the leasehold property 6 Denmark Street, and the
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freehold cottage on Durdham Down (perhaps this was Down Cottage where they
originally lived) and 10 of the shares to their daughter Mary for life and then to her
children if any (this was before her marriage) at the age off#&d value of the estate
was about £4000.

Of their childrenLyddie6 s f Janeh William Cock Willway is dealt with in the
nextsectionandther e st of the family afChapter6.Jamesd de
(page79)
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James William Cock Willway ( 8.2.1825-8.11.1860)

(Lydiabs father)
James kept a diary as already mentioned. Entries have surviveddnomaryto June
1841 and April 1845 to June 1846, together with notes of some important events.

School

The early entries were made when he was atsehtol EIl i as Neel 6s Sion |
Academy, Longuevillen JerseyHe went in July 1840 and was there until June 1841
including stayingpverthe Christmas holiday3he entries are fairly typical of b
yearold i frequent reports on the weather and incidents of boys being punished. He
refers to a couple of friends and
walks either alone or in groups
with some vivid descriptions of

the scenery. The Neel family

were Wesleyans and religious
teaching was importantie

refers to going to chapel

normally twice on Sundays.

This was either in school or to

a chapel in the townHe took

much interest is talks by
missionaries. In June he was
working hard for public
examinations which took place

at the end of the term. There

were 7080 people for the

music exam, only 20 for

electricity, galvanism and
magnetism. He was also studying book keeping.

Letters were obviously very important. He corresponded with both parents, his sister
Tabitha and records exchanges with his cousins, John, Charles and William Willway
(see tree on pagkl), sons of his uncle William, and his grandfather William Cock
There is no reference at all in the diary to his brother,Jaltimough only 18 months
younger.

We only have the record of the oyearso whether he returned for tf@lowing year
is not known

James Willway & Son

In an advertising article published in 1857 he refers to halngr 16y e ar s 0

experience s o he must have started working at h
Street upometurning from school in 1841 or 1842 at the age of 16 or 17. This

corresponds with the business hame being James Willway & Son inBy8##

commencement of the surviving diary in 18#was clearly working for his father,

whom he referred to in the diary as the Governor. Althougbubaess wassing

the name of James Willway &on, there is no indication of partnership. On the

contrary there is clearly a wish and intention to have his own business for which his

work with his father was training him.
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He recorded his criticism of the long hours that the men have toiw®am

(although they come at 7) to 10 pm (meals excepted perhaps). They spin out the time
and their health suffeiisnot only impolitic but sinful. When he is in business he will
show @& example of practical Christianity. No man ought to work more than 10 hours
(6 am to 6 pm with 2 hours for meals. He was again critical when the task of paying
their wages fell on him when his parents were away on holiday. On the occasion of
his 2F' birthday in February 1846 his father gave the men (12 of them) a supper and
they presented him with a pair of silver salt spoons as a mark of respect from the
persons in his fatherdés empl oyment.

Sarah Wallace and 8 Walcot Terrace

In August 1845 he wrote that he was improving in business and hopes he shall soon
have his own and able to marry Sarah. This was Sarah Wallace. She lived in Finsbury,
London so he must have stayed in London on some occasion and met her then. He
records fequent correspondence with her. He had stayed in London for about a month
in June that year ostensibly to try to find work there for which he was unsuccessful.

As he wrote before departing, he did not like going to work in London but liked going
to see Saah. On this occasion he also met her family.

His desire for his own business reached fruition by November 1946 when he recorded
thatthey were treating for a house in Bath and he prayed for guidance. The purchase
of 8 Walcot Terrace was completed in Bath oft R&cemben 846, withhis father in
attendance, and he took possession"8dahuary 1847, sleeping there for the first

time on ¥ January. The purchase price was £340 #@-gearlease at a ground rent

of £57 10s. Here is an advert that appeared in the Bristol Mercury in June and
August B47.The name Tyrian would seem to come from Tyrian Pubyle; a very
expensive dye produced from the secretion of snalils.

Y h h
YRIAN DYE-HOUSE,
8, WALCOT-TERRACE, BATIIL

J. W. C. WILLWAY, from the firm of James WiLL-
wAY & Son's, Deninark-street, Bristol (established upwards of
nalf & century), begs to inform the Nobility, Gentry, and Pablie

enerally of Bath and its vicinity that he has commenced
f!usinem as & SILK, COrTON, and WOULLEN DYELR,
SCOURER, PRESSER, and GLAZER.

In soliciting & share of their patronage, he confidently assures
them that, from his extensive praotice and connexion with the
above Firm, he is enabled to exeoute Orders in a style not to be
excelled by the first Lomlon or Parisian Honses.

¥, * Shawls Cleaned and the Colonrs preserved,

This enabled him to marry Sarah and the marriage took placé'arahBary 1847 at

Finsbury Chapel. A child, Emma Wallace Willway, was born dhi2ay 1848 but

died on 18 October, aged 5 monthSarah died on 25January 1849 at 8 Walcot

Terrace, her death certificate giving the cause of death as phthisis, which is
tuberculosis.Unfortunately, the pages of the diary which would have covered this

period were cut out. As is recorded later, he then married Lucy Hannah Dauvis,

Lydiads mother, who never spoke of his fir:
about. She was jealotisat James should have loved someone else before her and it is

assumed that she was responsible for destroying the pages.
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Aspects of character

He was a very religious man and became a Baptist lay preacher. It is rare to find any
letter without some reference to thanking God or seeking guidance. He became a
member of the Castle Green Congregational Chapel 8A@sl 1845 and on 'S

August received the sacrament for the first time. The chapel was situated in the area
of the old Bristol castle. On the 28une 1846 he records that he preached his first
sermon. He taught at a Sunday school in the chipeinot known how far back the

f a mi connexton with this chapel extended but his sister Mary was baptised there
in 1841 anchis sister Tabitha married William Jack, the son of the pastor John Jack.
For more about the Rev John Jack and this marriage sedpage De b by Kl ei nods
account feferred to orpage30above. In February 1864 he recorded that he had
signed the Pledge (i.e. to abstain from alcohol).

He seems to have had a close relationship
when he was away from home. In May 1845 she wrote to him twice about possible
marriages which are referred to above in connection with his father.

His religious devotion did not prevent

his sense of humour and here are two

examples from his diary. At 2% hour

service in a church in Wales with a

speaker in Welsh, which he could not

under st an dentertaimedat wer e i
intervals by singing as musical as a

shipds windlass or a fir
drum having as much harmony as may

be imagined to exist between they

of a donkey and the creaking of cast

iron gateo. On one occas:s
said to him that the only comfort he
has since his marriagetisi s ci gar . Al f

so what comfort shall | have when
married as | do not smokemais
néi mporteo.

In addition toreligion, he had wide

interests in social and political affairs

and science. Books mentioned in his

di ary are Cobbett bs
W ed o Ll - Ref or mati ono, Coombe

Phil osophyo, B r Hlsmmbtebm)ck of A85 ¥/ 4ecomitamd nungetous

recipes, medical remedies, gardening, poultry rearing, wine making amongst other

notes.

He served on a committee to revise the Rules of the Mental Improvement Society and

one to enquire into the scriptural duties of war. He refers to putting his science

laboratory in order. In August 1845 on a way, he writes that should the harvest

prove a bad one it may be instrumental in repealing the corn laws in the next year. He

was right! At a public meeting of dyers in Octobe84b he was the proposer of a
resolution that Athe fact of our declining
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strenuous exertions for Imbneanirnynintmegiary he Fr ee.
following his involvement in a fire and disturbance at some barracks he wrote about
how criminals should be reformed rather than imprisoned which was just revenge.

On the matter ofvar,the committegesolvedhat war is in no case justifiable, that a
purely defensive war was perhaps never known and that defence of our lives and the

|l ives of our families is alone justifiabl e
the militia is my constant prayer to Hiimshould | be drawn may | have Grace to
resist by al/l peaceabl e means even to i mpr.

this, either from reading this or it being passed down by their mother and is referred to
below on pagel59 .

There is also mention by his children of hi
to blame for not treating helheetheldshees wi t h Ch |
supported the Society for Converting the Jews to Christianity.

Thenext chaptedeals with the other branch of the Willway family and we return to
his marriage to Lucy Davis and the famityBathlater.
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Chapter3 -Wi | I i am Wi | | wfdhe family br anch
William Willway ( 8.1790-1864)

John Willway 1758
|

| |
William 1791 James 1793

R ‘
| | | |
John 1818 Charles 1821 William 1823 Henry 1839 James W.C 1825

BartIeJ 1847 Lydia‘ 1852

Margie 1882 m. Reginald 1882

As previously mentioned, John Willway set up his son William (1¥834), at the

age of 23, in business with a dyeworks in Lower Castle Street in 1814. The firm there

was described as J & W Willway until 1818 when it was just William Willway. In

1820 he aguired the business of the late John Davies at 15 Christmas Street. The

subsequent claim to have been established since 1740 presumably relates to Mr.
Daviesd business. I n 1856 the directory en:
1727, although thadvertisement still states 1740. It was the 1727 date that was

always used thereafter but there is no information as to how it originated. He

remained in business on his own at this ad
subsequent | pusimesssn Dbnmark St. 8athdfiems in adverts made a

point that they were not associated with any other firm in Bristol so there seems to

have been some rivalry between them.

On 2F'January 1816e married Hannah Jenkins, born 1795. She may have belonged
to another family of dyers as there is record of an Edward Jenkins at 61 Old Market
Road from 1805 to 1820 and of a Thomas Jenkins at 45 Merchant Street from 1814.
Her mother was Elizabeth whos®iden name was Norton. The Nortons also seem to
have been dyers, there being a James Norton at Old Market Street in 1787 and a Peter
Norton at various addresses from 1787 to 1815.

William was a freeman of the City of Bristol.

William and Hannah had ten children, between 1816 and 1839, the youngest, Henry

Phillips being born when Hannah was 44. Of theseor seven lived to adulthood.

Their eldest son John (181888)is covered in the next sectiofhe second son

Charles William, born 1821, was living at home at the time of the 1841 census and

was descri bed as aHewasirnbusmeskabodandapprenti ce
shoemaker at 29 Christmas Street in 1847. The third son William Henry, born 1823,

became an accountant andsvira practice at various addresses in Bristol from 1853 to

1860 when hemigrated to New Zealan@ee pagé3). At the time of the 1851

census, William and Hannah were living at 15 Christmas Street with their then

unmarried daughter Martha, aged 22, and the late child Henry, aged 12.
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More detailed information about Wi lliambs
Kl ei nd6s ac c30asWillianf ane hes famidy tpael a close relationship with
the Phillips family

John Willway ( 17.3.1818-3.9.1888)

He worked in his fatheroés business at Chr i
of 24 at 27 Redcliffe Hill.

Hethen marriedHester Antrobusn %' Junel843. She was a widow aged about 22

her first husband Ebenezer Antrobus having died in October 1841 by drowning off
Cape Lopez, AfricaShe hadh son bythis marriageborn that year, who also died

seaat the age of 19der maiden name was Barttaynd her mot her 6s mai de
was Trout, hence the second names of her two eldest sons, John Bartley and William
Trout | have not researched this in detail but from a brief look at an index of Bristol
Archives shenay have inherited property in the Bedminster area of Bristol through
one of theséamily, reference being made to Clai®&&eet.Papers held by the family
indicate inheritances from the Trout and Bartley familiéseems probable, and this
was the view of Philip Lacésee pag@&1), that Willway Streetand Bartley Street

which arethere derivetheir names from development of this property.

J o h fatbeswould seem to have retired in 1863, shortly before his death in 1864, his
business being merged witho h wh® sarried on under the name of William & John
(or W & J) Willway from both addresses, 15 Christmas St and RedcliffeHHll.
mother,Hannah haddied in 1859His brother Henry joined him in partnership (see
next section).

John appears to have retired from the business by 1875, having handed over his share
to his son John Bartley Willway, (184029) known as BartleyHe was the eldest of

nine children, three of whom died as childrBartley had moved into the Redcliffe

Hill premises and John retired to a property in Ashley Road (initially Norwood Villa
No.113and themshford Lodge No0.137) where he died in 1&&fed 70

Henry Phillips Willway (26.4.1839-28.7.1932)

J o h n 6 s Hdnny BhillibseWillwvay was born on the 2@\pril 1839, his second

name presumably coming from the close association with the Phillips family. Indeed,
as recorded in the diary he spent some time as a young boy with the f@mitie

25" Jaruary 1866,he married Elizabeth Ann Olive (b. T1August1842) and initially

they lived at Highfield Cottage, Arley Hill. He went into partnership with John,
opening a new branch of the business at 15 Park Street. According to the family bible
they lived there from 1867 and the 1870 directory shows the busia¢tsnry&

John Willway & Co, with the three branches at 15 Christmas Street, 11 Redcliffe Hill
and 15 Park Street. The firm contined t e r J o h rmatthwse adetessese me n t
under the name Willway & Co, although 11 Redcliffe Hill became 71 Redcliffe Hill
and 15 Park Street became 59 Paitreet.
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Henry and Elizabeth had seven children, five of whom lived to adulthood. In 1879

they moved to Waterloo Street, WessuperMare, where Henry set up a branch of

the business and it was there th'%lec Margar e
1882. At some time after 1889 he left the family business, moved to Swindon and

either bought or managed an ironmonger business there. There is a suggestion that he

had lost his money in a fraudulent scam and the shop was owned or bought by

El i z afamily. kvilliam andLyddie Ainsworth were in Swindon, which led to the
friendshipbetween the families as to which see pagé For more about Henry and

his descendants with some phot dmge¥)ee pages

Bartley Willway carried on the business but he was not a good business man and it

declined. 1t eventwually became parto of Wil
which see pag&48
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Chapter 4 - Davis family
Bath ancestors

? Davis m. ? Jeffries John (?) Atwood m. Elizabeth Johns (?) (1#3833)

Ya Ya
Ya Yy Va Ya
John Charles Chapdk.17661803) m.1798 Sarakc.1775c1853  agirl
Yy
Ya Ya Ya

Charles Henry (17992803) Sarah (1801814) Charles Chapel (18608384)
Yy
(see below)

As the name is common it is difficult to trace the origins of the family from the public
records. The earliest definite record that we have is the marriage orl'tMa@2d798

at St. Swit hi no s ofCHales Chhpel DaVes to Savah Atwdddy t h
followed by the births of their children Charles Henry in April 1799, Sarah in May
1801 and Charles Chapel in 1803. There being two ancestors with the name Charles
Chapel Davis has led to confusion. They are redetwenere as CCDI and CCDII.

CCDll is refared to later as CCD when there can be no confusion.

One of the witnesses to the marriage was
father. There is a marriage of John Attwood to Elizabeth Johns insbAhtse may

have been Sarahoés parents. The other wit
been passed down in the i CCDI
a Jefferis. CCDII refersto Uncle Jefferies below.

Sarah Atwooddbds mot her i s hav

102 and her date of birth is givenfamily recordsas
either 1730 or 1739 his portraitsurvives

Fortunatelywe have the autobiography of CCDII in
which he records his knowledge of his ancestors and
cannot do better than to quote it, the italics being inse
by me, and then to add a few other stories. He was a
deeply religious man and religion clearly dominated his life so that the autobiography
has an overwhelming emphasis on his religious sidecanned copy can be
downloaded from my websitehttps://www.brian

wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/CCD _biography.pdf

AOf my i mmedi ate ancestry with respect t
nor ignoble as they neither sprang from the lowest grade nor did they drop down from

the aristocratic element, for my father, grandfather andgrgaa n d f at her wer e

1

0

of Crispind (boot a[@CDIl] sdmmencethandd amielpna My f at

promising business in Kingsmead St till consumption disabled him. He removed to
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Ballance St. where he died in March 1803 in th€*3®ar of his agéSomerset Street
Baptist church registers record the burial of Charles Davis, shoemaker'omMa0

1803 aged 37)leaving a son and daughter. My mot{@arah nee Atwoodjave

birth to me the following Aug 1%according to the family record in the Bible. In
addition to these trying circumstances my mother had a very aged rtaubksibly
Elizabeth nee John#) care for who eventually lived to be at least 102 years old. My
brother(Charles Henrydied soon after my father but my sis{8arah) 2 years older
than myself, lived to be 13 years and | then was left alone to my mother. She was an
horest industriouwardworkingwoman and by the business of laundress to which
she applied herself she paid her way and maintairese thependent on her, so that |
never wanted a meal of food and was always well clothed and had the rudiments of
education. o

Al have often thought of God being to my m
and father of the fatherlessd. Glad shoul d
excellencies was 0t he f-sleknewhHimnothaed Lor doé b u-
congquently she could neither value nor care for her own soul or mine as could be

wished, but | am not without hope that she was called in the112" hour, from

what preceded and attended her death. o

Al know very |little of the relatives on my
intemperate man and left his home and wife. Where he went was never discovered.

Hi s daughter, my motherés sister, believed

somedayreturn withwealth,and this hefolly by the prediction of some fortune teller

whom she consulted was encouraged. | scarce need say she died disappointed. My

mot her s mot her had d"yeadtisonkeestimgthatgheyea | vy si s
lived to beover 100)which entirely for a time deprived her of speech and which was

only very partially restored, so that it would have been very difficult to obtain of her

information respecting her family. oo

AMy fatherdés father and mot her were good C|
Independent Church for magye a r s , d&ving to e @\eh80 years. My

grandfather was a man of 6ft and lion like in his youth, deeming it unmanly not to

resent an insult, the result of his father
di sposition. My f at hrely@sstiabh mantHewasaJo hn was
member of the Baptist Church at Somerset St under the pastorate of Mr. Porter. He

was a very intellectal and intelligent man and | believe a dalight Hebrew scholar,

as | have heard that Mr. Porter used to consult him on Hebrew. He gave out the
hymnstililkheal t h prevented him. o

AFrom what | can | earn | am |l ed to think m
man. He had a great thirst for knowledge. Shaking was not in that day brought to

that pitch of taste and fashion as it is now, so that a journeyman might takie(hik ki

the tools he required save his | apstone) a
work everywhere he took a delight in trave
of him, regretted his roving disposition and often begged him to come home. KHe spen
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considerable time in London and would there endeavour to get into the company of
superiors, would attend debating and

There is a story that his father, before marrying Sarah Atwood, ran away with a ward
in Chancery who was an heiress. They were both underage so her money was taken

away. They used to see each other through windows of opposite houses.

Sarah was known as Pretty Polly Atwood or Pretty Sally Atwood. For her portrait in

later years see page.

Sarah Goulter remembers her grandmother, Sarah Davis (nee Atwood) telling her

about a wealthy uncle (Not clear whether this was on the Davis or Atwood side) who
she thought had a | arge pastry cookds

many chese cakes that he could not bear the sight of them for long after. Her
grandmother remembered the silver buckles on his shoes, long black silk stockings

and frilled shirt

Of his brother Charl

es Henry, CCD writes

di

could read an ordinary chapter in the bible at 4 years of age. Something affected his
mind and produced a dullness and this damped the hopes of his father and he used to
calhim O6stupiddé but t
il Il ness. 0
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HissisterSarah was a sprightly

vivid child of retentive memory, as
proved by one of her holiday lessons
being the 119 Psalm which she learnt
and repeated perfectly. A lady having
heard her repeat
hymns for childre
two pence each fall she would

learn. She learrgveryhymn the

book contained and went to recite
them. The lady heard a few of them
and closed the book and gave her a
shilling to the great disappointment
and discouragement of the child who
had reckoneddw manyshillings she
should have. The samplers also
worked by her, one at 6 and the other
at 8 yeargthis photo) show her
handiwork and prove her a somewhat

0
n

n
0

cl ever child. o The

in the family.
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Charles Chapel Davis Il  (15.8.1803-2.3.1884)

(Lyddi ebs grandfather)
Of all of the eight grandparents of William albgdia Ainsworth, Charles Davis is the
one about whom we know the most, becafdds autobiographywritten in 1880
when he was 77n addition to other records.

Early life and apprenticeship
He writes about himself as a boy, remarking that his slowness formed such a contrast

to his sisterdés vivacity that it procured
t hat he worked hard at school . Heherwas not |
used to call it, but often was sent to bed early where he and his sister used to lie and

sing Dr. Wattsdéd hymns.

After various jobs from age of 13 with a grocer, pastry cook and draper, in 1818 at the
age of 15 he was indentured to Abel Viviatraht smith (metalworker with tin or
polished ironwork) for an apprenticeship of seven years, for which his mother had to

pay£6 Mr . Vi vi anb6és premises were at 5 Wine St
some sort of religious conversion at about
in church fellowship for about three year s

1825. Prior to his &éconver.3hestondisthmehe had met
met heiwhen he went to the house in which she was a maid, to carry out some repair.

Before marryingher,he needed work and probably insisted that she be baptised,

which was done by Mr. Porter at Somerset St in 1826.

Although he does not mention it, his father, (as well as his uncleaomentioned

abovég would also seem to have been a member of the Somerset Street Baptist church,

as his burial is recorded there. This was
connection with that church and its successor in Manvers St, which contiwthed

oneinterruption until the death of Irene Willway in the 1970s. The register of births

and deaths kept by the church from 1784 to 1837, recorded many births and burials of

the children 6an Edmund Davis by two wives, between 1786 and 1814. He is

described as a shaeaker so he may have been related; possibly another brother of

Charles or a cousin, and it may be relevant that CCD named his son Charles Edmund.

Marriage, family andbusiness

Lucy HainesGarlick (born 1801)was the daughter of a barge owner in Wootton

Bassett, just west of Swindon. The story is that she ran away from home because her

father was too strict, came to Bath and took a position as a maid with Mrs. Sims of the
Pepperbox (Montebello), Bathwick Hikhe was born in October 1801 and grew up

to be small and pretty. Her father was John and her mother Hatheah. mot her 6 s
maiden name may have been Haiheswe have no information about th&te know

nothing else about the family, bile story isthahe r f at her 6 s br ot her wa
builder in London and believed to be rich. One Christmas he sent a model of the Lord
Mayor s coach for Lucyodés children. She al w:
and that he must have left a great deal of moAgethe time of the 1851 census an

Edward Garlic was a visitor, so probably a relative.
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Charles Chapel Davis ((18884)
m. (1826) Lucy Haines Garlick (18a11861)
m. (1862)ElizabethFlewelling
Ya

Ya Ya Ya Ya Ya
Charles Edmund  Lucy Hannah John Sarah Mercy
18271913 1831:1905 18351873 18391924 18431869
m. Jane Cox m. (1849) m. (1860) m. (1868).
James Willway Ezra Goulter JohnDavis

Upon completing his apprenticeship CCD obtained work in Cheltenham and was
employed as a foreman over five men. His intention had been to spend 6 months there
and then to travel to London and Brighton before returning to Bath to marry and settle
down, butthere was a general economic crisis and he was not sure of getting work, so
he marriecat St . Swi t hi nBath orc28 Aprild826. The mmarragetwas

not witnessed by any family member. The couple settled at 10 Fairview Crescent,
Cheltenham whertheir son Charles Edmund was born in February 1827. He was in
Cheltenham for about two and a half years, so would have returned to Bath in 1828 or

On the return to Bath he set up in business on |
own as abright smithat 3 Kingsmead Street. His
Uncle Jefferies lived in the street and he found
the premises when going to visit him. Lucy
Hannah was born here on thé"liLly 1831. By
1836 when their son John was born, they had
moved to 21 Thomas Street. Sarah was born
there in 1839. The last child, Mercy, was born i
1843.Although in1842 the business address is
26 Walcot St in the electoral register for 1846
his abode is given as Thomas Strdeis son, |
Charles marriedJane Coxn 1846 and in a
record of his addresses he states that his first
address was 21 Thom&sreet He was thereat
the timeof thecensusn 1851. In1848the
business addressi2 Walcot Stand so the rest of the famiyad presumably moved
there The business address later was always given as 12 and 26 WalcoiNatre2t
beingpartly residential and partly workshop.

Althoughhis place of abode was given as Thomas Street in the electoral register
1846,he was qualified to vote by virtue of two freehold properties, 20 Avon Street
and PickwickMews Nothing else is known about these properties or how or why he
acquired themAt the date of his death he owned 21 Thomas Street and 12 Walcot
Street, presumably as long leases or freehold.
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It is not known when his mothe®arah,

moved in with him and the family but she
was there at the time of the 1841 census
Thislarge portraiof herwould have been
done aboul851 It was painted by a young
artist called James Hardy who would have
been 1t that time His father was a

Baptist preacher who used to accompany
CCD on his preaching journeys and the son
asked permission to paint his mother, as she
had such a 6fine old | ady
in about 1853The portrait was left by

C C D 0 s to kg sbnl Charleskor its

future history see pader3

Religion and politics

The autobiography mainly relates to his religious experiences, church affairs and

politics. He records that he preached his first sermon at Dunkerton, Bath in December

1832. He preached regularly every week, walking to places aroundnBhittiing

Acton Turville, and Luckington (a 32 mile walk there and back). His granddaughter,

Lyddie, when writing about her mother (see belowdte:-i He was a Cal vi ni s
Baptist, a strict old puritan, an upright Godfearing conscientious man, who laboured

much for the case he believed in, going out to different villages to preach each

Sunday. o

Acton Turville is a village about 13 miles north of Batde recorded in his

autobiography that he first preached there in January 1833 when he was met by

Farmer Goulter in the absence that day of Mr Baker, the chief person. The friendship

with Mr James Goulter was significant for the family history as wikéen. He was

asked to come again and continued monthly for 26 years and one month (i.e. until

February 185pandwas ficonsi derably the means of bui
served as a serpistor. This continued until after the deaths of Mr Baker and Mr

Goulter and a rupture that he had with the church. He then did not preach there again

for nine years but after that preached for a further five. Mr Baker died in 1846 and Mr

James Goulter ofi” March 1857 (Thislateand other information about the Goulter

family and their farm comes from AGoul ters
James Goulter which can be downloaded from my web#its://www.brian
wates.co.uk/AinsworthFamily/Goulter_history.p(fage 131 onwards)

His obituary in the Bath Chronicle records that he enrolled as an abstainét dulyi 4

1836,0ne of the firskfter the establishment of the Bath Temperance Association on

15" Junel836, and was an active worker thereaffEine Bath Chronicle published a

letter sent to his widow after his death by the Association includingetitence:i A s

a veteran pioneer of the temperance movement in this city, his rare natural abilities

found a sphere of act i vHistdaughteolugyecordsal t o hi
thathewas teetotal thereafter. His friends had warned him that his health would

suffer, but he found that he felt fitter and was better able to take his long preaching
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walks. She attributed his long life to his abstinence. He also enjoyed puddings and
pastry very much after abstaining whereas he had not cared for them before.

The obituary also records that he was a pronounced Liberal, took an active part in the
agitation for Reform which preceded the 1832 Act, was a supporter of treaueiy
movement and of the Sunday closing movement. On more than one occasion he
declinedto be put forward for nomination to the Town Council.

Davis and Son gas cookers

A story is toldby his grandson, Ted Davis, lebw CCD had invented a gas stove. In
about 1840 his son Charles, aged 13, came home from school one day and smelled
some cooking. He went downstairs and saw that his father had made a rough oven in
the bottom of which he had a gas burner and in whichasecmoking some cakes. He
watched for some time, saw that the cakes were cooked perfectly and then he ran all
the way up to Beacon Hill, where his mother had gone out to tea, to tell her how
beautifully his falher had been cooking by gas. However, CCD did not take it further
at that time.

CCD was described in the directories as a brightsmith and bellhanger, with gas fitter
added in 1852. In 188he went into partnership with his s@harlesafter which the
business was known as DavisS&n, andy 1858 they were described as gas
engineers and general smiths. An advertisement in the directory for 1862 states that

they were Omanufact ur er syeasfTheyats@emadeogask i n g

heating stoves. At thaime, they had a virtual monopoly of gas cookers in Bath.
Modern gas cookers emerged following the Great Exhibition in 1851.The 1857 Bath

ap

Rambl er includes an advertisement procl ai mi

patronage proves the growing reputation whievis and Son Gas Coiok)

Apparatus is attainingo. I n 18-pige CCD regi

apparatus and a patent was registered by Charles Edmund Davis ifTli8@&énsus
records him as employing 5 men @ldoysin 1851, 7 men and 6 boyis 1861 and 8
men and 7 boys in 187A sales brochure of about 1873 gives the address of the

business as 12 and 26 Walcot Street and Back Street Quay. It also indicates that it was

awarded a prize medal for cooking and heat

International Ehibition
He used gas at some stage to create
Camden Works Museum, Morford

St, Bath, (now the Museum of Bath
at Work, Julian Road).

He retired from the business on™MRecember 1878 notice of dissolution of

partnership being published in The Bath Chronitls son advertised the

continuation of the business under the name of Davis & Son on the basis that his sons
were involved but this seems to be a fiction. In addition to gas apparatus and hot
water circulation for conservatories he advertises other metés such as

pneumatidells, locks and repair§or continuation see pag&08and 146
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Somerset Streeaind Manvers StreeBaptist churties

At some stage CCD must have fallen out with the Somerset Street chapel as he
became a member of the Providence Chamstler Bristol Roadwhich was where

his daughtet.ucy married James Willway in 1849. In about 1860 he was dismissed
from the membership of that chapel. His wife then attended Somerset Street and he
sometimes preached there, but felt he could not join.

Thereafter the Somerset Stretmbdditonmpel was
regular attendancéwo or three times every Sunddgiendships and romantic
attachments developed there, two of the pastors marrying members of the K&mily
JohnPorter, who has been mentioned above as
pastor from 1780 until his death in 1832. After an interval with two other pastors, he
was succeeded by Mr David Wassell in August 1839 and he was still there during the
1860s whernthe family were memberdn 186 Mr John Davis became his depuatyd
he married Lucy 6"Augsst 8681871 theduilding of the mew 1 2
chapel in Manvers

Street commenced
being opened on®l
October 1872This
photograph was taken
in 2005.Mr Wassell
had laid the memorial
stone but on the last
Sunday at the old
chapel the news was
given of Mr Wasse
illness and he did not
" live tofulfil his wish
. of preaching in the

new chapel. Helied in
1873 andlohn Davis took over as pastor. He retifim the pastorate, moving to
Clifton in Bristol,in186b ei ng succeeded by James Baillie
daughter, Bessie, on ®August 1880

Death of wife and second marriage

CCD believed that the break with Providenc:
which occurred on'7October 1861. He wrotefi We s p e-five yearstogethery

in wedded union and a more affectionate, kind andssalfificing wife and tender

mother never | believe appeared in human form. | have many times felt unworthy of

her, and | learnt her valusore afterhad | ost her . 0
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i TR R 1 Herdaughter, Lucywrote of her in a letter to

- her daughteBessiea f t er rBaeiagei e 0 s

She had beefor a short holiday to Westen

superMare andwrote ofthe warm welcome

she received from the friend she was staying

with. There are people like that who give all

~ theyhavei My own bel oved mot her
| that. She gave herselher time, her strength,

her comfort was all she had and all that she

devotedo her childra. | am not worthy to be

compared to my mother. | may bear some

slight resembliace to her but that is all, for she

was meek and lowly andothedherself with

humility soentirelythat herself waentirely

outofsi ght . o

Bessie wrote in her 1889 letter to Aunt Sarah

: (seepageblfor the lettey:-in My dear | i ttl e
Grandmama Davis | remember quite well . Sometimes | used to sleep at Walcot St

and then she would carry me down those dark kitchen stairs on her back and set me in

a chair to watch her as she made the toast and for a treat she would give me sugar on

my bread and butter. Childish recollections, but whenever Mama speaks of her

sainted (if ever saints lived @arth,she was one) mother, of her loving unselfish

work my heart instinctively affirms the truth of her words, as | think of her gentle face
andsweev 0oi ce and her kindness to a little chi

CCDrecords how he then set about finding another wife and decided to approach
Miss Flewelling of Castle Combe, who was a member of the little church of Particular
and Strict Baptists. An exchange of letters took place and they were married by Mr.
Wassell, tle Somerset Street pastor, but at the chapel at Corsham between Bath and
Chippenham on 4Oct 1862 She was a little ovet0 yearsold so some&0 years

younger than her husban8he waslways just calledrs. Davisby the family. She
seems to have been accepted as a member of the family but | have not come across
any comments as to her character or what they thought of her. She must have had to
provide whatever care John nee@edl, as will be seen later, she helped taréer
husbanddés daughter Mercy.

12 Walcot Street

12 Walcot Street had been the family home from about 1847, the farthigta

consisting of his mother Sarah, his wifecy, daughters Lucy, Sarah and Mercy and

son JohnHis mother had died in 1853, Lucy was married in 1849 and Sarah, as will

be seen belown pages2, in 1860. Foll owing his wifeds
marriage there were just the two of them and JotdMercy

Some description of 12 Walcot Street is co
describes some changes. AThe front shop a
are thrown into one; the drawing room and little office are useé fatl kinds of

istocko, the room Mama used to sleep in an

one. Mama says she often looks up, in passing, to the windberolid room where
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Uncle John used to sit and down to the datthenwhere Gradma spent so much of
her life and Grandpa wor ked so hard. o

John Davis (14.3.1836 i 12.5.1873)

No information was passed down within the family about his son, John, and initially
the only information | had about his existence was from public records. It seemed that
he had some abnormality and perhaps this was something not to be talked about. In
the1861 census, then aged 25, he is described as unable to follow any employment
and dumb (although this word is used generally for a mental abnormality). He is not
listed in the 1851 census as being at home.

Fortunately, | was contacted in 2008 by Mr David S Stewart, head teacher of a special
needs school which revealed a rather remarkable story. He was preparing a paper on
the history of special education with particular reference to possibly the first school
England for children with learning disabilities which was established in Bath in 1846
with the name Institution for Idiot and Imbecile Children, initially at 5 Walcot Parade
and then 35 Belvedere. One of the first pupils was John Davis. His fatleg tas
unusual middle name of Chapel, a Google search revealed my history. John was one
of the pupils whose details were given in some promotional booklets.

At the age of 2 he had a stroke of paralysis which deprived him of the power of

speech and almost entirely the use of the left side. He was subject to fits and any

attempt at physical or mental exertion caused distress. At the institution he learned to

read and write and therefore to be able to communicate in writing although not being

able to speak. ANdvaember 184%eywbote tderafi Ir i @ee | ho

go home at Christmas for 5 days, | hope you come home too, and no maie)de (

home | am glad you have ring, |l |l ove your h
The women who ran it came mainly from the Octagon Chapel, a fashionable Anglican

church, and religion was an important part of the education. He returned home in
Decemberutl8pbaly shhan occasional visitéwhich a

Other than that period in tlsehool,it would seem that he always lived with his father

and mother or stemother, and there are references in idenily letters andn

Lyddi eds diary to AUncle Johno who would h,
visited 12 Walcot Street or come with him to Walcot Terrace for tea or supper.

Bessie gives further information in her letter of 1889 to Aunt Sarah giBgkle was

very fond of them as children and used to like to come to tea and talk to Mama and
they could understand what he wanted to say, so presumably had some speech. His
face used to beam with joy if anyone spoke to him of the Lord Jesus, and he used to
look forward to Mr Wassell, the pastor, making a point of speaking to him after the
morning service when he would always have a slip of paper ready for him with some
guestion

In a letter written to Lucy by her future husband, James Willway in 1849 he

mentioned that he had met her dear brother on returning from soméwhetes a r

fellow he knew me from before | came up with him and seemed pleased to see me. |

trust the Lord willgive him his peculiar presence and make him very happy in the
enjoyment of himself and remove from him t|
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Chapter 5 - Lucy Hannah Willway (nee Davis) (1831 -1905)
(Lyddi edbs mot her)

Childhood

As has already been recorded, she was born at 3 Kingsmead Street dhAlgust
1931 This is a portrait of her as a young girl.

Oneresultoherf at her 6 swithdJamesnd s hi p
Goultermentioned aboven pageb2 was thahis

children frequently visited and stayatiActon

Turville. By his second marriage James Goulter had

nine children who survived childhood, eight of

whom were boys, the dates of birth ranging from

1825 to 1843. CCDO6s childrer
1827 to 1843

Sometime in her later yedryddie started to write

something about the family history and what | now

write about her motherds chil
this. Lucy owed a good deal of her child happiness

to the Goulter family. For a short while she

attended a school there. Whether she boarded at the school or with the Goulters is not

stated

AMany a happy holiday she spent at the far.
and the various animals inhabiting a farm y&@ticourseshe became a pet among all

these handsome boyser love of animals, her courage and fearlessness delighted

them ®he farm was Limes Farm. This is a Grade Il listed building and here is a
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Lucy was educated at a boarding school in Chippenham run by Mr. and Mrs.

Brinkworth. We dondét know the dates but there is
1843, when she wdsl, andwo from her to her parents in 1844yddie writes:-
AHere she | earnt among other things to spe.

perfectly. Her holiday letters (these are the letters mentioned aliosle were to

give her parents information on holiday dates) were written in a small fine round hand
but just like coppeplate. She must have been a charming child, vivacious and full of
fun, much fonder of playing games, walking over the backs of the sohaaol forms,

or any other amusement of a climbing nature, than soberly doing needtework.

She loved animaland the climbing seems to have been in imitation of a monkey they

had at the school.here was a story about when she was reading aloud a poem about

a catwho was beindpeaten for having killed @anary, shéurst into tears and had to

| eave the classroom. AShe had a vivid i magi
of animals made her keenly alive to their

AShe was a gener al f aegtoedeachdrseMiss ElibtHere ar |y | o
bright darkeyesand curly hair and vivacity no doub¢lped in this, but she was also
docileand verytenddre ar t ed. O

Miss EIliott | ater took over the school an:
Sarah and Mercy attended. We know that Sarah was there in October 1852, aged 13,
from a letter she wrote then to Lucy

One of the stories relating to Lucyds marr
presumably after leaving school, to Miss Titley, a tailoress. The apprenticeship was

until November 1849 sdf, it had been for four years, she would have commenced at

the age of 14 but there is no other information about this.

Lyddie continues:iYears passed on and Lucy grewo a most alluring girl She had

many | overs and one at | east of the sons i
her. He eventually became allied to the family but not as her husband. After a

guarrel with his father over a donkey he set off for Australia and there made a

considerable fortune at the gold diggings. Years afterwards when he came back my

mother was marragéand | was a child of six or seven year$his was EzraSee

below on page62 for further information about the Goulter family and the Davis

family connection with them.

Marriage

There are two versions of the story of helne met James Willwayhich have passed

down.

ARShe came to ask permission to use the pon
young | ady at Miss Titleyds, the tailoress
vivaciousi her apprenticeship would have been up in Nov. J. Willway fell in love at

first sight i n MayhisalMacurrediid® 490n Néewmemibsr . 0
Sarah having died in JanuaRor his first marriage see page
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The other version is that James went to Lu
and took Lucy for a ride in it. Jamesd con
through religion, as he was also a lay preacher and they were near neighbours, the

Davis family being at 12 Walcot Streétseems quite possible that this connection

mi ght have arisen before Sarahds deat h.

There is a 20 page letter that James wrote to Lucy on her salvation in May. He writes

on the opening page fiYou know the text whi
heart viz O0be not unequal Alhoughdh&kdwesnat oget her
suggest she is an unbeliever he wants her to be convinced and to be baptised. This

would seem to indicate that they were already in effect engaged by May.

There is an exchange of correspondence between them in August 1849 when Lucy
spent a week in é&on Turville. She stayed with Mrs Baker, the widow of the former
pastor (see pade?) but visited Mrs Goulter and went riding with George and Mary.
She writes that James should have seen her cantering and galloping on a beautiful
large grey horse.

James had had Mercy and Sarah to tea. When theyaared,he would like to invite

some of his brethren (we dondét know anythi
establishment he is referring to) so she will have to screw up her courage to sit at the
headofthet abl e. He adds a PS t o oandsbaptised he | et t
shall be saved. o

On the %' Nov 1849,] a m diandrecords that the marriage was to be dh 13
November he is thankful to the Lord that his dear Lucy is a believer in Jesus and
hopes she will be baptiseth SundayNovember 14. He then records the baptism
near Acton Turville and marriage at Providence
Chapel, Lower Bristol Road, Bath with David
Wassell as the minister. Both fathers were
presentProvidence Chapel was the chapel that
Lucydés father belonge
the pastor at Somerset Street.

This photo is of Lucy but the date unknown.

Children

On 8" Feb 1852 the diary states that on hi$ 27
birthday O6a daughter
He was thinking of naming her Lydia ma y
she will be like Lydieof old mentioned inthe ~ §& ¢
Act of t h¥usAg birthdaly eas onof FF §
the same day as her fatheros. e was al wa:
known as Lyddie and this is how she is referred to in this narrative.

at 2. 00

Other children were born during the followiggars:- William James (Willie) in

1854, Elizabeth Mary (Bessie) in 1856, Mercy in 1858 and Theophilus (Offie or
Theo) in Feb 1860. Mercy contracted smallpox but survived and this is referred to
lateri page74
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The business

Thebusiness employed a man and two apprentices in 1851 and one maid was
employed in the hous&here is a record in his diary that Charles Packer (or Parker)
was apprenticed on 2une 1848 for 6 years so he was presumably one of the
apprentices. There are a number of later references to Charles so, if it was the same,
he worked for the business for many years.

In 1857Jameswas still advertising under the name Tyrian Dye Hqsse pagdl)
butfrom 1858 he uses the name Willways Velvet, Damask, Moreen & Silk Dyehouse.
However, tlatname wasot usedn this 1859 advert in the Bath Chroniclealso

includes the address 38 Y2 Broad Street. Woisld have been a retail outlet nearer
the centre of town.

[AMES WILLWAY] DYER AND BLEACHER,

BY THE BEST FRENCH and ENGLISH PROCESSES,
8, WALCOT TERRACE, and 38y, BROAD STREET, BATAH,

a, Dyep, b, CLEANED, ¢, BLEACHED.

(a) Moreen and Damask | (@, b) Velvet and Vecunas (a, b) Gentiemen’s Clothes | (a, ) Blankets; Carpets

(a, b, ¢) Crape &India Shawls | (a, 3, ¢) Ostrich Feathers (whole) (a, b) Table Covers

(a, b) Massive Fringes (b) Chintz Covers (whole) (a, b) Merino and Cobourg | (a, b, ¢) Silk and Satin
HEARTH RUGS and SHEEPSKIN MATS DYED and CLEANED. [167

In 1859 James wrote to Lucy from Swansea that Swansea was a thriving place and he
would readily shut up Broad Street and open there and even consider moving there
with the family. The connection with Swansea was with his uncle Josiah(€§aek
page36) and his wife with whom he was staying. He had stayed with tramed
them as a bader about a month in 184&pparently on holiday or may be for health
reasons. This may haled to other connections in South Wales. There is part of a
letter in 1857 from Milford, Pembroke which also mentions an order in
Haverfordwest. As will be seethis connection was expanded by Luthis close
connection with his uncle may explain the confusion in the family who frequently
labelled photos and other information about William Cock as being Josiah.

In 1858 he was advertising the use of a patent hydro extractor to enable textile fabrics
to be dyed and cleaned without wringing.

WFEYSaQ KSFHfGK FyR WSNRS®?

Onthe3®Apr i | 1853 he records: AHeal th not
describing a cough which is scratched o
heal t ho. This il 1l ness would have been t

then, from which he eveually died
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Presumably the tuberculosis had been
getting worse.as in 1854 he stayed in
Jersey for a timen the hope that this
would help and he recorded later that
after two months he was feeling
better.He must have contacted or
been in touch with his former teacher
EliasNeel who introduced him to his
sister and brothein-law Mr and Mrs

Le Feuvre of Eden House,
St.Clements where Mr Le Feuvre had
a schoolwith afew boarders and 20

or 30day scholars. He lodged with
them for 15/ per week for lodging,
food and wasing. This was the start
of a friendshipwith the Neel familis
thatlasted for nearly a century and pan important part in this narrativé-or the
continuation and a family tree of the Neel family see [2ige

Homes

In about 1855 the family moved to Nightingale Cottage, Gloucester Road, 8 Walcot

Terrace being retained for the business withntlaén rooms being legut. There is a

letter of abouthistimes ent t o Lyddie (aged 3) by Jamesb
Bristol addressed to Nightingale Cottage, in which she writes that she is glad to know

she is Aup at the cottaged and hopes to se
Willie, Lucy recordedvalking to Nightingale Cottage which brought back memories

A f aften | have gone into business with you a little baby and left Papa and Lyddy at

homeo

Then they were at a cottaBeck Hallin Prior Park, Combe Down. According to the
1861 census Theophilus was born there. The others were born iRBatfil be

seen from the envelope shown belompage63 it seemed to be sufficient smldress

a letter to Mrs Willway, Coombe Down!

When reminiscing in a |letter written in .
she spent many happy ti mes wit hthetlaiesi r si st
being two years younger than Sarah and two years older than Mercy, at Walcot

Terrace, Combe Down and Nightingale Cottageey felt as much at home as though

it was their own.

In 1889 Bessie wrote a long letterSarah inAustralia giving her details about her

|l ife and that of the family since Sarahdos
copied it into her diary. | will be quoting from that letter on a number of occasions.

On the first page ysdiféhewnsallyearsdid)inthegardent o s ee
at Rock Hall in Combe Down walking on the low wall that bordered the sloping lawn

with a very pretty slender young lady and tall handsome gentleman taking it in turns

to lead me by the hand. The scene is quite clearly pictured in my memory. The lady

and gentleman are Aunt Sarah and Uncle Ezra. | have always felt glad to remember
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you both because that one picture makes you seem real to me when Mama talks about
her beautiful sister whose fairness she is

Goulter family

The reference to Aunt Sarah and Uncle Ezra above takes us back to the Goulter

family. See pages2and57. I quoted there from Lyddieds
fallen in love with Lucy then went to Australia but when he chark,she was

married and Lyddie was six or seven.

Lucybés brother, Charles, and sisters, Sar al
Goulters and so other friendships would have developed

Ezra was born in 1826. His brother Eber, born in 1827, sailed for South Australia in

Nov 1848 and after a couple of years spent time in the gold fields in Victoria before

setting up in farming in South Australia. George, born in 1832, also emigrated to

Souh Australia in 1850. There is no shipping record of Ezra emigrating but Charles

recorded his departure on"2¥ar 1849. There are some records of an Ezra Goulter

in Australia between 1850 and 1855. As Lyddie states that he made a fortune gold

digging it seems probable that he followed a similar course to Eber but instead of

going into farming he returnedtoEnglal 6 per haps with the intent
possibly after marrying.

If Lyddie was six this would have been about 1858.
He would have got to know Sarah after his return
(she would have been only 10 when he left),
particularly as she was friendly with the only
daughter, Marytheyfell in love, he proposed on 97
Januaryl859 andhey married on 28March 1860.
They emigrated to Australia soafterwards in June
and wergoinedby S a r a h 6 sin-llwrJanted) asr
to which see bel ow. Sarahos
them to Liverpool to see them off. Ezra made his
living in Australia as a photographer and there is a
record that he worked for J.G.Newport, photographer
of 30 Milsom Street, Bath in 1859 and 1860.

Ezrads brother, Al fred, born
Melbourne in 1865 and lived with them for a few

years, partaking in the photographic business. It is said that he wanted to marry Mercy

but said nothing before departing and when he came back she was engaged (but there

is no record of his coming back). Sarah, when writing about him in March 1869

mentianed that she believed he was very fond of Mercy and does not seem to think of

any other. She was writing bef oseepapei ng aw
698).

Probably the last occasion of a visit by the family to Limes Farm was in August 1867
when Mercy spent a holiddkiere. By that time Charles Goulter had died and one of
the brothers, Theophilus Goulter was the farmer. When writing to Bessie (aged 11)
she said that his dog did not like it when she played the piano.
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J a me euéneyjto Australia and death

Bes sletterr6i 51 r emember gquite well wHKh#860.11 said ¢
did not understand what that parting meant, but we stood at the door (presumably of

Rock Hall cottage), a little group watching the cart with the luggage as it went off and

kissing Papa with a feeling of awe. What a blessing it is that as chilér&now very

little of what sorrow means. 0

Emigration

As mentioned above James sailed with Ezra and Sarah Goulter to Australia from
Liverpool, the ship setting sail of'8une. He wrote a number of letters to Lucy

while on the ship waiting to leave and for a few days afterwards while it was still
possible for letters to be sent. From these it seems clear that the intention was to
emigrate. He would go first and Lucy atte family would follow. He wrote giving
advice as to what she should bring and how she should tréawebuld be better to

sail from Lordon. It was presumably also hoped that the climate would help his health
and the venture would be dependent on this.

He had formed the intention of emigrating some years bdfores notebook in 1853

he noted the best months to emigrate, whéake, namesf contacts in Auckland

and the name of a dictionary and grammar of the Maori langMédgen in Jersey in

1854 he had asked Lucy so send him the Australian Gazeter. In ondeatfeisehe

wrote that many years ago he had written to his father of his desire to emigrate but he

had objected and he had honoured him by letting it drop but now the Lord has

Afopened the heart of my Father to send me

His reasons for wishing to emigrate are not known. Did he anticipate that the dyeing
business would not be prgrahdfathesthaddeen al t hough
very successful, or did he just hope for a better life of some sort like so many others

who emigrated at that time? He does not seem to have had in mind starting a dyeing
business but rather to purchase some land to cultivate. He had cleartpkiag an

interest in horticulture. He would do this in New Zealand, but not at that time becaus

of the Maori watthere. Theravas even a suggestion that Luc
Charles might come out as he wrote that this was not desirable because of the

depressed conditions in Melbourne. Another relative who had emigrated was his

cousin William Willway, son of his uncle Widm (see pag44). He had just arrived

in Auckland in New Zealand and there is a letter from James to him advising that he

is better off there than in Melbourne.

Voyage and Melbourne

He kept a journal on the voyage and sent it to Lucy from Melbourne. In view of its
weight he did not use the usual mail and | assume it never arrived as it is not in the
archives Although the journey to Melbourne was nearly three months, the post
seemed to be quickdrkingabout six to eight weeks. It was sent via Marseilles
which must have been faster than the direct route
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They arrived on % September but his first letter is dated'15is health had

deteriorated on the voyage and he was much weakened. He was therefore glad that
she had not come and the business sold because with him being so sick they would
have been in great straits. He was very weak and could not walk morernthiarbat

was hopeful that with rest he would improve. He recollected that when in Jersey it
was two months rest before he improved.

Ezra had taken two 3 room houses next to each other but he did not like being in an
empty house and wanted to be with peopl e.
expression | take to mean members of the church whom he refers to as brothers and
sistes. He presumably had some contacts which he followed up and they were very
kind. Mr and Mrs McKenzie at an address in Coventry Street, Emerald Hill had taken
him in. On 28 October he wrote that he was still with them and he was not without
hope that th Lord would raise him ufn that day he also wrote to his mother that
doctors had advised him to leave Melbourne and go to Moreton Bay, Brishane.

writing to Lucy later, after hideath, MiMMicKenzie said that James had an idea that he
might not get better and be able to send for her and the children but he would not
acknowledge that he was dying and always had hope. He was not anxious about them
as they were in the hands of the Lord. Theidkegoing to Brisbane raised his hopes

and he insisted on gg alone.

Sarah Goulter, who had been keeping in touch, recollected seeing him one day when
he did not say anything about leaving. She wanted to come back the following day
but did not like going alone and when she went with Ezra two ld&éstshe had gone.

He had not said anything to her and she wondered whé#ter had seehim, she

could have persuaded him not to go, but that seems unlikely.

Journey to Sydney and death

He sold some of his belongings to pay for the voyage and, with the assistance of Mr

John McKenzie antr CharlesDavies (mentioned below), was put looard the

schooner Mimie Dyke on"8November to sail to Sydney as the first stage of the

voyage. He died on8November just as the boat was about to arrive in Sydney. The

captain, who was aware of his condition when he embarked and to whom James had
given Mr McKenziebs address when he did no
wrote to him on the FONovember to inform him of the death. He had been with him

holding his hand when he died so peacefully that he was not aware of it. He reported
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that he handed over the body to the coroner who held an inquest and his cash and
belongings to the Curator of Intestate Estates who would sell them. He wrote that it
was proved at the inquest that he was a Jew so the body was handed over to the
Jewish syngogue for burial. This has always been a mystery but the only explanation
must be that he was either circumcised or looked as if he may have been.

The secretary of the synagogue wrote ofibve mber to Jameso fat he

Denmark Street having found this address amongst his papers. They were aware from

the papers that there was a wife but no name or address. Charles Davies, another of

the Obrothersd who had \enzegitingdelpJ ames regul
including arranging for thdoctors, anavho was a solicitor took on the task of

informing Lucy. Thishe di d by writin§Novembedwitme sé f at he

letter for him to forward todr. Which letter was received first is not knovnetter

having been received from Tabitha, Mr Davies also wrote to her'dbi@gember.

She received this on $anuary and immediately wrote to Lucy with her

condolences.

Formalities following death

Mr Davies also dealt with the formal matters of dealitlh Jameé bel ongi ngs an
the cash with the Curator, advising that someone needed to be appointed in Sydney to

deal with this. He understood from Mr Goulter, Mr McKenzie and Mr Davies having

always been in touch with the Goulters, that there was someone thatiheknew.

This was a Mr Towson, a solicitor whom Luc:"
corresponded with him thereafter dealing the formalities including obtaining a death

certificate to endp his will to be proved in England. This, datét\8ay 1856,

giving his estate to Lucy and appointing her as the executrix with her father as one of

the witnesses was proved on15th July 1861. The net estate was stated to be under

£450
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Alone

Foll owing her husbandds departure for Aust.|
was left with the five children to bring up and the business tomuaddition, her

mother died during the following year ot ®ctober aged 60This was also caused

by tuberculosis which had lasted one year. She died at 8 Walcot Tesraoey must

have been caring for her. The famfilgdmovedback therdrom the cottage in

Coombe Down as Lucy had to be there to manage the business.

Bessie recorded in her 1889 letter to Aunt Sarah (seeGiygé Then came t he
removal from the Prior Park cottage on Combe Down in March 1861, which is

stamped upon my mind mainly by the delight | felt when we rode down to Walcot

Terrace and the sorrow Lyddie felt over the loss of her lovely tortoiseshell cay Merc

too cried piteously to be taken Thack again
reference to the piano must be because she thought it was being left behind. | expect

it was moved later. They always had a piano.

It must have been a struggle andybeshe
received support from her fath&herewould
alsohave beesupport from her fathen-law,
James Willway, in Bristollt would seem that
the business was always quite separate from
the Bristol business but to indicate the link the
adverts both for James and Lucy, at least until
1865 when her fathan-law died, include the
words:-i f rom the firm of James
Son, Bristod. See the advert shown below.

. Thereafter her mothen-law, Mary Willway,

~  always seems to have been supportive, she

| now managinghe Bristol firm in partnership

. with her sorin-law, William JackThis

| conjecture is in some way corroborated by

B e s sabav@mentionedetterin which she
writes thatiGrandpa and Grandma Willway

| stood by to see whether she would learn to

. walk alone and when they found she managed
without tumbling down, they thought it best to

let hergo on her way alone 0

Bessiewrotethat o her as a child fishe seemed a gr a
speaking gently but rarely smiling. When we weagighty the look on her sad white
face so full of grief seemed worse than an:

She continuedci We wer e al ways poor ; our dresses Wwe
and our furniture certainly not fashionable but Mama kept us all at school as long as

she could. Mercy, Lyddie and | left school at seventeen and the boys not much
earliero.

Lucy often mentions in letters how tired she is and having to work late, so not having
much time to write letter8essie does not remember her playing with the children.

66



Help came from various sourc8@herewasMrs Demerel who came when Bessie

was a babywho helped possibly in the house and businesgdamct y 6 sMescy st er
did also Bessie writes that there were two or three young people in the workroom and
the girls were always ready to play with the children. There are also references to Mrs

E. Loaderand Bessie mentions that Lizzie Loader used to tell them sthness she

who registered the deat h Thefeish leteyfronshemot her

to Lucy in Swansea in 1866 reporting on various matters relating to the business
There was also a nurse and Bessie mentions that one used to take them for walks.

Lucyods sister, Me r ¢ walkedup from éxdWalcdt Straeet. She me
is shown in the 1861 censas being there and in June of that year when Lucy had

some business in London and their Willway grandmother was staying to look after the

childrené Lyddie (aged 9) in a letter

Mercy accompanietucy when away on business1863 and from a letter them
from their father Mrs Demerel was looking after ttiaildren.

Bessiewrote:-i We | oved Aunt Mercy dearly. Wheneve

through the glass window in the door leading from the shop to the parlour it was the

t o
Mer cy O0siintmestmdtee pi t was Aunt GMandpéapaobsat her

signal for a glad time. She and Mama wer e

The children learned from an early age to help in the house and in the husiness
return they were allowed to spend long periods away to stay with friends and
relatives, which needed careful coordinatidm.1873 Lyddie was receiving 2/6d per
week from her mother, presumably either as an allowance or payment for work or a
bit of both.

Lyddie sometimes records being very busy.

The elderchildren looked aftethe younger one®r even vice versa as in the

following story. Bessie recorded in her diary that when canvassing for the Liberals in
the 1906 Gener al El ection she happened
was, in or near Park Street. This was the schooWiée attendedand she, aged 8,

used togo thereo collect him, aged 10, because he used to get teased by other boys.
This would have been a 28 minutewalk each way. When asked by the school

master on oa occasion why she came, she replied because her mother told her to!
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Mercy Davis (19.4.1843 i 12.3.1869)

Bessie wrote that she was considered high
death but she only remembered her as the gent'ags
dignified kind auntie whom they all obeywadth
gladness. And how beautiful she was. It seeme
natural that she should be admired. She was
always in some difficulty about her many lovers

so when Mr Davicames he suppose

him because he was bound to decide to marry &
end all these distrac:
influenced her in this choice. As mentioned on
pageb4 John Davis (born 1829 so 14 years olde
was the deputy pastor at Somerset Street chapg
They married on 1 August 1868. This was his
second marriage. They lived at Prospect House
Beechen CIiff.

However, Mercy had consumption (tuberculosis
It was said that she caught this because of work
in a jewellerdéds shop (Bullocks) where ther.
heating in winterSigns of this appeared in about 18Bbthe spring of 1867 she had

an attack and went to WestsnperMare for a time to recover and then in August to

the Goulter family for a holiday (see pa6@®. She was not well on the return from

the honeymoon and deteriorated thereafter.

When commencing her diary in October 1868 Lyddie writes about her illness and

fears that she will not live. She frequently mentions how she is anldethatother

goes to see and stay with figt was probably about a 4@inute walk. Lyddie and

the other children also go. She was very bad just before Christmas but was a bit better

on Christmas Day.Of8l anuary fAUncle Johnodo preached at
was not worse. She was up and down during January and February. At the beginning

of March $e was worse. Lyddie went to see her on th& Lhave included hatiary

entry for this ttefollowaadhyindependiyifpagel®IPas it h

would be difficult to abbreviate it here.

There is a moving |letter from Lucybds and M
May to Lucy after receiving the news, which she had been fearing. At the end she

writes ATel l dear John (their brother) wit
Mercy and James are gone, there are some at home yet. | would come home, perhaps |

may, but 1 f not we shall/l I trust and beli e

This belief in meeting in the aftermath was very strong in the family and gave
comfort. She dichot come home.

This wedding photo is the only surviving photo of Mercy. The wedding dress was
kept in the family until about 1980 when it went to a costume collection. It was used
in an exhibition in 1993 at Tetbury Parish Church, Gloucestershire but its
whereabouts isow not known. John Davis remarried o"February 1872 to Emily
Bidmead. He became pastor at Manvers Street in 1873 and moved to Clifton in
Bristol in 1876.
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The dyeworks business

This advert is from 1863. Lucy had
continued with the name used by James
from 1858 but after 1865 she just used her
namei L.H.Willway

An advert of 1867 gives a description of the

activities of the businessi Est abl i shment
for dyeing and cleaning silk, woollen and
Cl1 H. WILLWAY, cotton goods, carpets, blankets etc. Feathers
FRON THE FIRM OF H HIPER H H
(JAMES OETCOES AND SON, Bisrod), (in larger letters). Silks moire antiqued

BSPECTEULLY nvites ATTENTION w e sbove  and printed in a variety of colouasd
ESTABLISHMENT,
pattern. Black dyedwery Wednesday.

ORDERS ALSO RECEIVED AT

MISS LUCKES', 3, Corridor. Table coversshawls astrachan and other
jackets, dresses etc cleaned every
Thursday. The carriage of parcels paid one

So customers would have sent goods for cleaning or dyeing and the business returned

them.A booklet from probably the 1880s provides information on postage rates and
recommends sending by rail if over 12 oz.

Alternatively,they would bring them and presumably collect them. 8 Walcot Terrace

was a I|little out of the way (the 1867 adve,]
coach manufactory) so it was presumably best to have a contact point in the centre of

town. In 1859 there had be¢hebranch in Broad Street. In 1863 it is stated that

orders also received at Miss Luckesd, 3, C
in adverts until 10 Barton St., Queen Square in 1868. By 1871 and until at 83st 18

there was a branch at 2 Pulteney Bridgel889 it was at 14 Northumberland Place

This, of course, had to be manned by soreedfhen thechildren were ol&enough,

they were able to maithe sho@ There is
evidence of their doing so between 1874
and 1879 in that they were able to use the
spare time there in writing letters.

Pl
ofe
This is the frontispiece of a 16 page o
brochure describing the work that can be : ve
done and giving a rough price list e.g. tabl §., AT 3
covers cleaned from 1/6 to 4/6 and dyed §s L Hu w L[W &Y
from 2k to 6/6 e MENERCS
o
g
t3
ofe
L
L3
-
ofs

i
ol
o3
o
P
o
ot
Tnev and Cleaney 31
*
&
&
L
L3
o

Work in connection with feathers seemed
be good business. Prominence is given to
this in the 1867 advert. In a letter that yeai
Lucy writes that she had sent 12 feathers
that night and 4 more were to go the next
day, presumably meaning these were beir
returned to custome
refers to ostrich feathers being dyed, NN NN N

cleansed or bleached. Lydie in her diary in 1868 ertes that she was very busy with
curling feathers This relates to the craze in the latter part of the 19th ceotury

8, WALCOT TERRACE,

AND

2, PULTENEY BRIDGE,
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decorating hats and headdresses with ostrich and other feathest was 6d to
2/6 for cleaning and curling and the same for dying and cuNifigether Lucy had
any opinions on the fate of the birds is not known!

Between January 18@hd Januarg881 there are many references to working at 14
Westgate Street and letters written from there. This may have been a place for doing
certain work instead of at 8 Walcot Terrace. Lyddie recorded a discussion between
her mother and Willlie in April 1880 @e whether it should be sold so presumably a
lease was owned.

Tenby and Pembroke

As mentioned above, James had connections in Sq
Wales and_ucy expanédthe business to Tenby in
Pembrokeshirand the surrounding areard@rs were
obtained through agenits Tenby, Pembroke,
Pembroke Docks and Haverfordwe#$t.1876 she
wrote that there was more business per inhabitant
from Tenby than from BatlShe enjoyed going to
Tenby for holidays and that area always remained 3
favourite place for her and the childr&ee the
description of a later holiday in Manorbier in the
appendix Initially her agentn Tenbywas Mrs
Morgan the first reference to her in letters being
1863, andshe and/or the children used to stay with Fc
and her husbanah visits which were at least once per yeﬁhe had a business,

possibly clothier, and was later assisted by her daughter, (Fopioto) probably

aboutthe sameageasldigd wi t h whom Lucyés .children bec
However, Polly died in 1878 and there were other agents in Tenby aftehthat.

Pembroke the agent was Mr Edwin Thomas who had a shoe shop there. There was a
long-standing friendship with him and his family and she and/or the children used to

stay with them.

Lucy would travel either by traior packet steamer (i.e.boat) from Bristol but she did

not like sea travel and preferred to avibidlourneys used to involve visits to Tenby

and Pembroke and sometimes surrounding areas where there were customers. In one

letter Lucy wrote that she had walked 11 miles in scorching sun having business in

Milford Haven and Haverfordwest before returnind®mbrokeln another she

visited someone who h aRefledtingop thisldtermmhebi | | f or
diary Bessiewrote:-i We ¢ an n e v @lherléve andvcare tost her when

she came to see her. agents and she took long walks on business, brave and fearless

little mother o
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8 Walcot Terrace
There would normally have been at least one servant living in the house (the 1861

census shows two) and men were employed in the dyeworks. The 1851 census states

one man and two apprentices, there is no information in 1861 and 1871 but in 1881
Lucy is desdbed as a general dyer and cleaner employing 3 me&eptember 1873
Lyddie reckoned that they employed 13 people but that mlght have mcluded the
family. There are occasional mentions of the ‘
names of men but the one that appears frequer
is Charles whm James took on as an apprentict
in 1848. InJanuaryl877 the men were invited to
a supper antle was presented with a watch and
chain. Bessie in her diary gives the names of fo
others and writes that she, Lyddie and Mercy
waited.

Lyddie recorded in her diary the usual sort of
problems with servaniscoming and going, somg
good, others not and records one particular sto
in 1869 when the servant, Mary, disappeared a
going on an errand with some money to purcha .
provisions. Sk was eventually found and broug f'-wnm(mu"
back after having got drunk with a friend and m
up with some soldierd.ucy forgave her although
she left a little later. Lyddie was impressed as tG

her motherds handling of it jamddgehced. readi n

There is a description of the house and dyeworks in the Appé&maixpagel83 This
appendi x is an account written by Lucy
brother, Reginal dés, youth. To avoid t
when referring to the appendix as LWWhis is a source of much information and is
written from personal recollections in a style which | could not repeat here and gives a
real picture of family life even though the emphasis is on Reggie. | will use

information from it, referring wherenecessg t o ALucydés biographyo,

be read.

This photo of the road front was taken in 20TIfe land at the back sloped down to

the river so that there would have been a room or rooms on a lower groundt floor.
difficult to reconcile the various descriptions | have come aciidese is reference to

a parlour where the family would normally have gathered. Maybe this was the
kitchen mentioned by LWW or adjacent to it. There was a drawing room presumably
on the upper ground fl oor but was this
Correspondencie 1867 mations that they were living in the front drawing room
because the parlour was being cleainéds so comfortable and they will be sorry to

go down again

LWW refers to the sideboard and large table in the large back room. These were

those made by William Cock and referred to on @ageFor further history of the
sideboard see pagd3
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It is not known how many bedrooms there were. There must have been one for the
maid servant. The photo shows a loft room but that may not have been there 150 years
earlier. The same correspondence from Bessie in 1867 to Lyddie when she was away
at schoolmdicates two bedrooms for the family, Willie and Mercy in one and Bessie,

Of fi e and Maooa There wasdhmpodstility of letting a third room or
roomsand in 1869 there was a lodg€&he children did not like having lodgers but
accepted thahe income was neededs will be seen later there were frequently

friends staying for quite long periad3essie wrote that her mother was naturally
hospitableThere must have been at least one spare room but otherwise it was
probably a matter of sharingt the present day the building is divided into five flats

LWW mentions the small garden where therre oncdowls and the garden on the

other side of the river. From correspondence it seems that the children each had their
own plot in the garden (presumably the one across the river). There were always
chickens and on one occasion reference to a géatious fruit trees are mentioned
including plumsandred currarg. James had taken interest in horticulture and in his
last correspondence with Lucy there is reference to a Field which he was anxious
about. Tis may have been the area across the.river

By the early 1880s Bessie and Lyddie had left home following their marriages which
are covered later from pad@2 Willie was presumably still living there but he

married in 1885. Thereafter there were just Mercy and Theophilus at home and when
the opportunity occurred to move to the house that Bessie and her husband were
occupying theymust havelecided to take it.
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Shirley Villa

In 1886 Lucy took over the lease of the property Shirley Villa, Beechen Clifé
background to this is on pag@06 and142and see the map on pabgh Shemoved

there with Mercy and Thehilusbut she and Mercy went to Walcot Terrace each

day, about a 4@ninute walk. The living accommodation at Walcot Terrace was let

out. The lease was initially in her name only, although Theophilus paid part of the
rent. This, however, deprived him of the ttigh vote as evidenced by a newspaper
report in 1892, when the Conservatives challenged his right, so he then became joint
tenant.

g AT

This was a seriletached house with three stories, as can be seen from the modern

photo on pag&6l James and Bessie Baillie are at the lower window, which dates the

photo to the late 1890s and Mercy is in the upper window, the photo presumably

being taken by Theophilus. There must have been four bedrooms, one for Lucy and

Mercy, one for Theo, one woulthve accommodated visiting grandchildren and there

was a servant and/or lodger. In 1896 Mr Spear had an extra room constructed by

converting the old fowl house, althoutite 1911census states that there only six

rooms. They had chickens and grew vegetalfles.e al so LWW&és descript
Appendix 1 on pag&84

Between 1890 and 1901 there are many references to the do@Utairy mention of
his breedLWW also writes about him on the same page.

Willie
Lucy continued to run the business until it was eventually taken over by her son,
Willie. This was probably about 1890.assume that Willie was assisting her before
that but t is not cleanor what else henight have beedoing in the meantimén
1887 when Lucy was in Jersey she seemed to be relying on Mercy in her absence
although also gives advice to pass on to Wiltiseems that he helped out, as the
other children did, in the 1870s with manning the branch and helping on visits to
Tenby and Pembke. He spent some time in London when he was 18 and again when
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20 but what he was doing is not recordéu1874(aged 20he wroteto Lyddie that

he did not just want to stay in the business and was critical of the way his mother was
managing it. He was thinking gbing to America and Australia but nothing came of
that See pagé&43for later information about him and his family.

Mercy Willway (8.3.1858-6.1952)

Mercywas a great support to hmotherboth in the business, managing the haurse
houseslooking after visiting grandchildren and caring for her in her old &gene

letters show heearly involvementn the businessin 1874(aged 16she wrote to

Lyddie that there was very little work to do as Charles and Joseph (the men working
in the dyehousgeado all the work and there is no
of ramer 0. In 1878 she
Pembroke that she had sent sdeshers to Tenby |
but did not know for whom as her mother had the g.
book.In a letter from Lyddie to her mothertaat B
time she writes that Mercy is so dependable, they I
could not do without her. She takegerything on
herself so calmly and cheerfully.

e

mot her

Mercy had had smallpox and her face was disfigur
as a resultThis information was passed down
through the familyl have not found any reference te
it in correspondenciut it was probably as a young 3 a

girl. This is the only photo of her other than group S ‘ i qq,r
photos where she normally wears hat forward to
partially hide her facd.happened to be reading
Bleak House by Charles Dickens when writing this :
This shows how a girl és chances of marri ag:
disfigurement caused by shpx. Her life was that of the typical unmarried

daughterhelping her mother and after her delatleping house for her unmarried

brother Theophilus She always slept with her mother.

In her old age she was blind, or nearly blind, and it may be that her sight was always
badas a result of the smallpox. The lastvivingletters from her are in 1910/11 and

are very difficult to read. Earlier letters up to 1894 are quite legibtbe blindness

must have developed between those dates. From the earlier letters one carskee that
had the same literary ability as her sisters.

There are many complimentary remarks about MeBsssie in hel889letter to

Aunt Sarah (see pa@d): - fiMercy is the cleverest of the family and the most

unselfish. If she had beapoilable she might have been spdir we all readily gave

her the best. €. Mercy had al ways most cons|
as one consecrated by suffering (presumably a reference to the smallpox). Her

character is so exalted that in her life is being fulfilled thelaries gave her at her

baptism (pagd0271 6 When He hath tried me | shall cor

Another story told by Bessie is that when Mercy foundrhert h spectades which
had been lostin the gardearmothes ai d t o Wil |l i eds children w
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at thetime: -ii flever there was an angel upon earth it is your aunt Mercy. If she were
todie,I shoulddi e t oo . I could not I ive without her

Under her motheros wildl Merdbgri mbehet dd he
inheritance from her grandfather, Charles Chapel Davis, which after the death of her
stepmother in 1910gave her additional income. See pag8é

Theophil us Ch aWillways(122.686( e o0 6 )
2.7.1927)

There is no evidence that Theo, or Offie as he was kne:»
as a boy, helped in the business. His health does not
seem to have been gaoth 1876 he was seriously ill
with some form of fever and Lucy thought he was goin
to die. Hebecame a photograph&essie recorded his
first attempt at a photo of her in 18 He trainedunder
William FrieseGreenwho had his first studiat 34 Gay
Street, Battandwho became famous as an early pione;
of motion pictures Heset up on his own at 15 Royal 5
Promenade, Clifton, Bristol in 1888haring with Friese
GreenHe advertised as a chj
copier of old photosHe did not marry and there is no
record of any relationships with womeBxceptfor a
period around 1890 when he was in Brista |ied at
home with his mother and sister Metayd latey by
1900,set uphis studio and conducted his business from threre are several
photos under hisame inthe family collection which are copies of older ones.

Here is some brief information on the rest of his He.was active in church matters.
According to his obituaries he wasperintendentf the Sunday School at the

Vineyards for about 10 years and assisted at the services at Trafalgar Chapel, Upper
Weston; and then for about 18 yeassisted ahe Dolemeads Mission as their

organist, acquiring a new organ from the Baptist Chapel at Abergevenny in 1913
whenB e s s i e 6 slanies Baili@wvasdastor there, and superintendent of the
Band of Hope. He loved children and was devoted td émeperance causeiH

nephews and nieces seem to have beendbham.

A note in the family bible records that he had the great pleasure of hoisting the Union
Jack on the Abbey Tower in the morning on the occasion of the signing of the
armistice at the conclusion of the Great War Novemb&r19138.

L u c ydéash and character

There were various occasions when Lucy was seriously ill and the family doctor,
GeorgeNorman said that Mercy by her care and nursing had prolonged her life for
years.In 1877 she was ill for 3 months and missed 14 Sundays at chapel. She was
attended then by Dr Morgan and Dr Norman. Dr Norman had probably recently
joined Dr Morganwho had been the family doctor until thend he was the family
doctor untilat least 1919, sfor over 50 years!
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She was again seriously ill March and April1900and her children were afraid she
might not live.Her death certificate confirms that she diégweumonia so these may
have been earlier infections.

Mercy wrote about her death in 1905. On
Friday 3¢ March she made the bread and
helped with other things. On the

following day she complained of feeling
chilly and nothing could make her warm.
She got her to bed and lit the fire and
Lyddie came from Swindon. On Tuesday
the doctor thought she would recowert

on Thursday hsaid it was criticahnd
advisedthat Bessie be informed and she

- came fromCardiff after being
telegraphed.On the Sunday morning

- when Lyddie was giving her something

she said it was nose and she must go.
Theophilus saidhét 6l
Bessie added idWe wi/l
They all then heard her distinctly say

ABy the Grace of God
added that the faith on which she lived

all her life supported her in death, her
great reverence and her strong

confidence were veryemarkable.

Although she does not record it Willie was probably also there.

These are the words engraved on the tombstone in St. James Cemetery:

In loving memory of our dear father
JAMES WILLIAM C.WILLWAY
Who died on entering Sydney Harbour Australia
On November 81860 aged 36 yrs.
Also of our sweet mother
LUCY HANNAH WILLWAY
Whose earthly life of supreme faith in her
Saviour and absolute devotion to her fatherless children
Closed on March 121905 aged 73 yrs

Character

Bessie, in a letter tsomeone after the death as recorded in her diary wio®@:n | y
very few could know how our mother belonged to every joy of our life, how she
entered into all its interests, she was so much to us, her wise counsel, her unfaltering
faith, her absolute belieh the word of the living God, how these things have
influenced our lives and then her love and gentleness it glorified earth and made all
oneds days beaubbldhed .s Shei newas Yo ewg
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Lyddie wrote to her husband, William, on®®?4unel1882:-i She certainly is
remarkable woman. She seems to have an inexhaustible fund of energy, and an

indomitable courage of some sort. How she getautih the work she does is

perfectly marvellous. Her business of itself is quite as much as any ordinary person

could manage, but besides that she has the wants of the household to attend to, and

two invalids to wait onré. o6 tcasodppbsesit el
s p i.rOneofdhe invalids was Lydie expecting her first child, Reginald, who was

born on 29 July.

When writing to her mothegrior to thatoccasion, whehVilliam was agreeing to her

going to her motheshe wrote that he had said that his ideal of a Christian was her

mot her. She was the most sanctified being |
know it herself. She does not make you feel wicked by contrast with her own

goodness but unconsciouslyr very presencenakes you a better Christian.

In 1912 when writing about her own worries Lyddie wrote that with such a mother as
she had she could not be gloomy. Whenmothehad business problems she would
go upstairs and tell Lord Jesus about it and come down with courage

LWW writes asfollows: -
AGrandmamma was S
delicate but of indomitable will and her
influence over her children was such tha
no important step was ever taken by thej
without her advice, even when her two |§
sons and three daughters had reached |§
middle age. Intimes dfouble, she was |}
al ways their refugf
She, and no doubt the other
grandchildrenwere very fond of her and
this large framed portrait hung over her §
bed at her home, Rowhill Grange. :

Her religious beliefs of course came fro
her fatherand no doubt reinforced by her|
husband. Thewere passed on early to
her childrenwriting to Lyddie aged 9 in
1861:ir ead the bible for the Holy Scriptures
Salvation..o0; to all t he- thdymlstthe suetoisay 186 3
blessings before eating and would like them to sing certain hymns and to chapel at

least twce on Sunday; and that year to Lyddie and Bessie staying with their

grandparents in Bristél remember to read bibles every daghe is anxious but

commits them to their Father in Heaven.

In her letter to aunt Sarah in 1889 (p&JjgBessiewrotethat she can trace her
grandmot her 6s b6%arnacthenr (Jestpage she sees
allegiance to principle.

The children grieved much for her after her death in 1905 remembering her on various
anniversaries and in some way comforted by the thought of meeting her again after
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their deaths. In191%i ref |l ecti ng on memories of Shirl:
Jamesvroter-A Wi | | see her again in the Better Lart
exal ted amongst the saints. o

This belief in meeting again in heaven was

grandmother, who said to me when | saw her for the last time that we would meet
again.
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Chapter 6 - Mary Gilbert Willway (1.6.1802-28.6.1888)
(Lyddi edbs grandmot her)

Mary survived her husband, James, by 23 years and outlived all her children other
than JohnSee pag87 for earlier detailand family tree

In directories of 1870 and 1
given as 1 Miles Cottages, Durdham Down. In

the 1881 census she was at 65 Hampton Park,

Redland. Her address at the date of her will in

1885 was 1 Royal Colonnade, Park Street.

TheBath family, the children of her s@ames,
werefond of their grandmother who frequently
came to stay with tme in Bath and welcomed
them to stay with her in Bristol.

Here is a description by Lyddie in her diary of
- 1869 of a visito herinBristo-i Good t o see th
same steady servant Ellémooks as though she

hadnét | aughed since creatic
pretty face, much prettlerthan some of the girlseedtay® | s ometi mes f anc)
my mind how she must have looked as a young girk rather wild scapegrace sort
of girl éthough she is so different now, bu

has not been always the same. She said that Grandpa fseldoiaite pained about
her frisky ways because he was ten years older and was half afraid she was too young
for hi mo.

Although she tends to look severe in her photos a closer look does reveal the pretty
face.

Lyddie also recorded how it was nice having her stay in Bath. It took some of the care
off hermother and was a comfort to her.

The following notes were made about her on a letter she had written to Lyddie in

1869 relating to Mercy Davisdé i mminent dear
you burn thiso): AGrandma Will way hated scl
stayaway0 Fool i sh woman! I have regretted it al

l' i ke that!déd Thus$ameérhérmckegiestducatdlbwmrn t |
woman. When her husband followed her advice in his investments, he was successful

i theysaved £8000d t mi ght have been A16, 000 if he
did not, he |l ost moneyo. A birthday Il etter
wi | | burn this | etter iAsthisletter whs psedemdd | not wi
and there are no others, perhaps she carried out her threat!

In Sept 1887 she made some dolls clothes for her-graatidaughter Lucy and
Lyddie was very impressed that she could make clothes like that at the age of 85.
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On her death in 1888 Lyddie wrote to neother:--i Wh at ever her faults
good Christian and | thought of her yesterday, spending her first Sunday in heaven,
and how different she would be with all th

She then wrote after receiving a letter from her mother, presumably about the terms of
the will, that it was such a relief that she and Mercy would be provided for and she
would not need to slave and toil all Hiée. It was good of her to give Mercy the

£400. In August 1885 Mary must have spoken to Lucy about the terms of the will,
which had been made in April that year, as Lyddie wrote to her mother that it was a
greatrelief toknow that she, who had worked so hard, will still be independent.

Mercy was given a legacy of £140 and 6 Bristol Water Company shares so

presumably the value of the shares was ab26 £ It is however a puzzle about the

apparent relief for Lucy. She merely received a legacy of £10, which was the same as

that ofher other daughten-l aw Sar ah, her son Johndés wife.
mention of her in the will. It is as though Mary could have taken some action which

would have deprived her of the business but there is nothing to inthieskéary had

any interest intte Walcot Street business.

As to her own legacy of £140 Lyddie would invest istdhat it grows and helps with

the childrends education. She did not | ove
They all tried to make her happy and she was never so happy as when staying at

Walcot.

| will now give information about her children and grandchildren, other than the
Davis family.

John Sweet Willway ( 6.8.1826-1914)

John Sweet Willway did not come into theethg business. He became a gas fitter
and in 1853 was in business on his own as a gas fitter and gas stove and cooking
apparatus manufacturer at 29 St. Augustine
business there for half a century, being succeeddusison Alfred Bush Willway.
There are a number of registered patents in both their names. He dabbled in other
matters- patented a combined doormat and scraper, and a bottle rack; sold penny
farthing bicycles; sold sewing machines; and invested in propearrther details of
his activities are given on page 33 of Deb!
above.

Il n 1867 Lyddie wrote to her mother describ
rooms downstairs and 6 upstairs, only want|

As a successful businessmae seems to have become involvethimbusiness and
financialaffairsof various members of the family. He acted as executor and trustee
of his mothero6s estate andamakdiman | be see
Charles DavisHe may also have been involved in saving the dyeworks businesses as
mentioned below.

He had five children but only three grandchildren and other than onegyasalchild

who died young no further descendants.
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His eldest daughter Alice (born 1861) was an art teacher and unma®heds
mentioned later.

Alfred (1863- 1912) is mentioned abowand wasunmarried.The company

J.S.Willway & Sons Ltd, as well as continuing as gas and electrical engineers,
expanded into other activities including cars. In the 1911 census he is described as a
motor engineer and his father as a retired motor engineer.

Herbert (18651949) would have been involved in the company but also managed the
Dye Works and Laundry company (see p&48. He had one son, Norman (1893
1975), who married and had a son who tragically died at the age of 23 from polio.
Norman took over the management of the laundry company.

El Il en ( A Ne195b4) neadig¢d afid had ®@nre son Philip Lace (born 1903). He

was interested in the family history and some of the information recorded here comes
from hi m. He acted as his cousin Normanos
bible itself was bulky and of no interest so when | met him in 1983 he tore out the

relevant pages and gave them to me! He also acquired the portrait of higrgegat

grandfather, William Cock which he gave to the Bristol Art Gallery. The portrait is on

page34.

The youngest child, Mary Gilbert (born 1871), the same names as her grandmother
which is confusing, was unmarried and died in 1915 aged 44 from tuberculosis. The
three unmarried children seem always to have been living with their parents.

Tabitha Jack ( 8.12.1822-7.11.1863) and the firm
Willway & Jack

Tabitha married William Jack idanuaryl848. He was the son of the pastor of the
Castle Green Chapas to which see pagé® above. She was called the Belle of
Bristol because of her beauty. She was said to have
violet eyes and golden hair. He was in business as a
hatter and they lived in Newport, Wales. Their eldest
child, Jessic§ 6 J e,svasib@rodin) Bristol in 1849

but the next six children were born in Newport where
they were still living in 1861.

The dyeworks business is advertised in May 1864

under the name of Willway & Jack, so it seems that,

perhaps because of ill health, James had brought

b Tabithads husband into the busct
sy acting as agent for the business in Newport. As
A ‘ T ab i yomrmestchild was born in Bristol in 1862

this may have been sometime in 1861 or 1862. They moved to Roslin Villa, 48

Hampton Park, Redlan8ristol. Tabitha sadly died there in November 1863 at the

age of 40 when her youngest child was only 18 monthsH#r mother was with her

when she died and registered the death, the death certificate stating that she died of a

disease of the spleen. How the children were cared for after her death is not known.

Jessie, the eldest child was 14 and would have helpedd no doubt Tabithadt
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did but in 1869 William married Amy Priscilla Thomas, aged 25, by whom he had
two sons.

With Jamesdéd death in 1865, his widow Mary
to be described as Willway & Jaek 7 Denmark Streef\t the time of the census in

1871 the Jack family were still at Roslin Villdampton ParkWilliam was described

in the census as a dyer employing 10 hands and three of the four eldest children,

Jessie, Mary and William were working in the business. Later that year they moved to

51 Park Street, Bristol. An advertisement in December annoume@epéning of a

branch thee where orders can be received and information given, the house being

named Argyl | House and being opposite the
would have lived in the accommodation over the shop.

Tabitha Willway 18221863 m William Morrison Jack 1821881

‘ !
Jessica  Charles  Mary L/\/illiam Frederick  Sophiallias James
1849 1850 1852 1854 1856 1859 18601862

died 1876 died 1877 died 1877 died by 1871

m 1883 Edwin Moxley one child m Esher Langston

James Morrison 1885 4 children died 1943 died 1938
She died 1934

By the time William Jack died in 1881, of the eight children only four were still

living. | have seen the death certificates of Mary and William, mentioned above, who
both died in 1877, aged 25 and 23 respectively, from some form of tuberculosis. The
othes who had died were the eldest son, Charles, died 1871 aged 21, and Sophia,
born 1859. She is not mentioned in the 1871 census so may have died before that.

The youngest daughter, Lilias, born 1860 was by 1877 working in the business and

her cousin Nellie, John Wi llwaydéds daughter
dye works about then and being appalled at the conditions under which she was

working.

e W s i

DYERS, "OOUIIIC. ’lllOl

CLEANERS. &e.,
7 DENMARE STREET. ShssroL

. Although the business
continued using the
name Willway & Jack, at
some point Mary retired
from it although she still
owned the property at 7

Woaxs EsrasLisuzp 78 Yeans. . Denmark StreetThis is
H—. : P
Carriage of Parcels from VM pald | gazette.
one or ways. 1 |
. Noconnection with suy other Shop fa the own. _H  \y;;i3m gied from a

stroke and pneumonia
after the census in 1881. In this he is shown as a dyer employing 16 men and 7
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women. Jessie is there as a dyero6s assistal
James, as a dyer hotpresser. Lilias was witiWidlway grandmother.

By his will William left the business as to one third to his daughter Jessie and as to

two-thirds to his wife. Legacies were left to Lilias and James.ifteation was
presumably that Jessie would continue mana
death was probably sudden and it must have been difficult for his widow and Jessie.
Furthermorein February 1883 Jessie married Edwin Moxley @Whd | | iwmlowdats

some later datemigrated to Australia withertwo children. . Later census returns

show that Liias was able to live on her own means and in 1901 was with Jessie.

James became a grocer.

It is probable that John Sweet Willway stepped in to help at some stage. In 1883 the
business was at 7 Denmark Street and Royal Arcade, Whiteladies Gate, Redland but
this is the last record of it. It was merged with the other Willway business (see page
148 but | have no information as to when. It seems probable that this was soon after
Williambs death

The only one of Tabitha and Williamds chil i
does not seem ever to have worked in the business was Frederick, born 1856. He was

with his father at his death and registered the death. Further information about him

andabut William Jdokdsohaphgescdd bhed 45 of
account (seepag@d),Deb by being Frederickbdbs descendan

Mary Powell ( 10.6.1841-6.1.1868) and the Powell family

Mary EIlizabeth Wi Il way, the | ate child of
Gover Powell in March 1864 when she was 22. and they had two daughters, Minnie
bornon3tJanuary 1865 and Lydia (o6Lillyd) born

family, living at 3 Lower Park Row, would seem to have been part of a ofrcle

friends with the Willway family. The father, George Frederick Powell was a
newspaper editor and the local Registrar of births and detbdwas a mariner.
Tragically, Mary died on 6th daary 1868 of typhoid after 16 days fever, aged only

26. Their address given on the death certificate was 9 Ruyadael Place, which is in
Triangle South, Queens Roatlthe west endf ParkRow but Fred gave his address

as his parenésThe death certificate is also signed by his father as Registrar, as are all
the other family death certificates thah$pectedHer cousinSarah Daviswho was
friendly with her (see pad#l) wrote that the short marriage was not a happy one.

Fred described himself as an ale and porter mercmetiite deatleertificate In 1881

he is described as a vinegar manufactuMore information about his careers can be
found on page 42 in Debby B3BlmienAssohiaccount
fondness for Lyddie see pag2

Fred returned to his parentsd home with th
spent some time with her Willway grandmother. He married agai8" September

1873 to Adelaidé 6 A d,chged @bdut 20. They had a house in Fishponds in the

north-eastern suburbs of Bristol. Minnie and Lilly lived with them there initially

Af ter the bi rchildhshewentfodisitiher dhaherfini Duldirt with the

baby in the autumn of 1874 atitkir Willway grandmothecame to look after the

house and chilen. Later, perhaps after the birii the second childhey returned to
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their Powell grandparents where they were at the time of the 1881 census. Minnie did
not marry. Lilly married but had no children.

For more about the families in Bristol see page

Death and will

Mary made her will in 1885 when her address was 1 Royal Colonnade, Park Street. At
the date of her death she was | iving at he
Cotham Road South.

She died on the 88June 1888 aged 86 having outlived all her children except John.

Tabitha and Mary would thusoth ave benefitted (seedpage t heir f
38) and their children would have inherited their shares. There is no information as to

what changes may have taken place between their deaths.

She disposed of 20 Bristol Waterworks shar.
had been released to her or she had some of hefTbmse were £20 shares worth

possibly £40 eaclh went to John and 1 to each of his five children, 2 to James Jack,

6 to Lucy Willwaybds daughter Mercy, 1in rec
2toLucyg 08 Willie. There were peasuni ary | egac
mentioned abovegnd the Jack children. Minnie Powell received & A3s annual

rent charge on Gnraven House, Durdham Down and Lilly Powell a £3 annual rent

charge on Apsley, Durdham Down. She had purchased the leasehold interest in a

warehouse in Mark Lane to the rear of 6 Denmark Street so she gave this to Minnie

and Lilly as they receivedthee® of t he property under her
residue was left to her sdohnwho was one of the two executors.

A clock in a mahogany case was given to Lucy. This is probably the clock made by
herfathemow hel d by a descendant of Lucy6és son

The value of the estate for probate was £2529.
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Chapter 7 -LydiaWillway6s chi |l dhood and yout

1861 - 1869

She was always known as Lyddie/ddy or (by her siblings) Lyd | will refer to her
by thefirst. She was eight when her father left for
Australia so she would have had memaories of hi

and there are references in her letters as to wha -
attitude would have been in particular
circumstancesFrom a young age she would havi Eet
assisted in looking after the younger children. Th = F.
is believed to be a photo of her with her father. N

There is a letter to her in July 1861 from her
mother when she was staying with a Mrs Jones. |,
This may have been a school but there is no oth
information about itin the letter she writes that
she had taken Willie and Bessie to school and : 2 o
Bessie was pleased to gBessiewas five so perhaps this was When she first went

Except for this possible period with Mrs Jones the girls wentiss Murge inBath.

The school system seems to have been that individuals set themselves up as schools

with quite a small number of pupils and did most of the teaching themselves assisted

by one or twamthers, thegupils oftenboardp as Lyddi eds mot her and
done. This, of course, had to be paid for so the cost of educating five children must

have been considerable particularly when they were boarthnt86 and1866

Willie (aged11and 12yas at Mr Gr eeni ngo6s kaowhasol i n Bi
Queen Street House Academy, the Greening family seeming to be friends in Bath.

This was dong journey either byrain orpacket steamer.

%

In her diary in 1869 Lyddie gives a description of herself at about the age of 10 when
reminiscing about her first visit to the house of the Powell family in Brist®# page

83) with her aunt Mary Willway-iéa ti mid | ittle mortal as e\
conscious of my awkwardness and bashful nes.
| have seen myself then as | am now and in the gasigon,| never could have

believed it. | had such a small opinion of my own merits that | was afraid to tread in

such a splendid roomn. She was notnots akgr it oedhepediplee nd
peopl e call a O0stranged6 child never making
myself where | certainly should have no superior, a thing | disliked because

everybody seemed busy with theid own affai:
certainly changed by the time she wrote this.

Education

When she was 1 April 1867Lyddiewastakent o her mot her és ol d sc
Chi ppenham, n o8heWhs sesy uibdppyitheré ds @wdenced by the
correspondence that she received ffenmother and aunt Mergayitially

encouraging her that it would get better and tinem aunt Mercy and Willie

sympathising for being unhappybout 18 months later she recorded in her diary

the visit of an acquaintanctom the schoglthat she did not envy her going back and

although it was good to hear about the old school associations her recollections were
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not very pleasanShe must have made it clear that she did not want to go back as she
was only there for the one term.

One outcome of the stay in Chippenham may have been the frieswghiplaggie

Mills and Lizzie LongdonAunt Mercy, in one of her letters writes that she is glad the

Mill sbs are kind to her so .tTheylecameooees back
ofthecirclesof her and B e sparticelarlgMagyie, ovishigequent i e n d s

visits to Cheltenham and tfem toBath. For more on this family and a photo see

page9l

She kept many of the letters she received when at the school and they, particularly
those from Bessiaged11l t hrow a | i ght on the family |i
illness, stay in WesteauperMare and return homeGrandpdCharles Chapel Davis)

had been to Ramsgate and Abingdon and was going on a journey again to preach;
Bessie had asked if she could learn French; had been going for a walk with Grandpa
to Lincoln Vale but it rained so Grandpa and Uncle John came to tea; seeds had been
sewn in tkeir gardens; Offie walking on theerandaand Fan, the dog, barking as

usual; cats Polly and Tabby; Willie had been playing cricket; mother very tired;

Bessie mending clothes in her place; she cuts the bread and butter but cannot make
the puddings and pies; using the drawing room which is \@nfartable because the
parlour is being cleanetlyillie working in garden and has a rabl#tint Mercy

making puddings and pies now she is feeling better; silk worm eggs hatching;
Bessieds quarr eldNeslieftdok lities of the valey toNMiss Sturge a n
who treated it as peace offering for being late; Willie threw Polly in the water; Mr

Davis, our minister, playing draughts with Willigne only reference to his friendship

with the family leading to his marriage to Mercy in 1868); tea in the garden and more
about silk worms; Bessie hurt her knee fallinghe dyehouse and was off school;

Lyddie had written to Willie in French but he could not rea(fTihe letter was kept

and shows her proficiency in Freh) Offie, aged7 even wrote by dictation to Mercy,

aged 9, but the letter is not very readabéereference to playing with his train.

Back in Bathin the autumn of 1863he went to school with Mrs Davies who taught at
the Grand Pump Room Library, which sounds like a grand vedaemother must

have been satisfied with her education there as in January 1869 she decided to send
Bessie and Mercy there instead of to Miss Sturge although Mercy did not start until
the following term(or quarter as they were then kngwltyddie did not gothat term

but she went again in the summer temnd that appears to have been her Fasim

the school rgorts the subjects taught were English reading and composition, History,
Geography, Drawing, French, Biblical studies, Natural philosophg.reports in all
subjects were very good or excellent with
surviving reports also contain General Behaviouery good indeed and very gobd

and Manner$ rather abrupt in June 1868 and improved in Dec. These itemoa

on the final report in June 1869 and look as though they may have been cut off!

There was a certain amount of further educatitn1873 she records attending
weekly music and French lessons. LaterasiekBessie botlearned_atin and

Greek attending weekly classes and taking exa®be often attended public lectures
and noted in one entry that it was good to have an uncle, namely uncle Charles, to
take her to lecture3.alks were also given at the chapel, mainly of a religious nature
but sometimes quite different. She enjoyed one on King Alfred and that on Milton
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was good, although she does not | ike Milto!

volcanoes at chapel which she found vietgresting.

Diary
= This photo is dated November 18&7 October 1868

Lyddie decided to keep a diary which she kept fairly

regularly at first and then sporadically ur@ttober 1870

Later she used pocket diaries with very small writing in

1873 and part of 187Z here were other diaries that have

not survived until the final one commencing in Feb 1880.

will quote some of her introductido the first diarywhich

introduces a picture dferself:-

Al am a young girl of Isastxt een f u
T RS sometimes, but perhaps one day if | still keep this diary |

may have to put dowd am an old woman of six6and then what will be the

differenceonl y t hat then | shall have seen |ife

is very nice to be young and have a lot of nice friends. | should like never to grow old

and so would all the world but thata rbé@ Lthink sixteen is a very pretty age

because you are not fudlloom;to use a poetical term it is like a nearly opened rose

bud. | am rather of a poetical turn of mind as | daresay this diary will tesiifyass

on. | ought to be very happy thouglewr end6t very rich and | hav

wear, but then what candt be donewstda must be

good grace. We ought to be very thankful that we are all well for Mama used to be

very poorly but now she seems much beferor dear aunt Mercy is the only one ill.

Last year my dear Aunt Madied, it seemed so hard to be cut off in the midst of her

yout hé. o

Aunt Mary was the sister of her fathahom he was surprised to find had been born

upon his return from Jersey (see pd@andpage7f9a bout Lyddi eds cousin

Bristol). Shedied at the age of 27 leaving two small childr&o Lyddie lost two

aunts, both only about ten years older thl@, towvhom she was close within little

over one yeamMercy died from tuberculosisnd Mary from dysentery.

An early entry in her diary records her resolve as to how to apportidimigerl

doubt whether it was adheredtuot it gives an idea of her activitieShe would get

up early and have one houro6s practicing be-
practice. She and her siblings and later her children all played the piano and engaged

in other musical activities. At a party Lyddie would play the pianaancingi no

recorded music in those days! If there was any twe,she would draw a little

She was also proficient in this and was taught at school. After breakfast she would

read English history until it was time to go to school. After dinner she would use up

the odds and ends of time to read her book from the school library until teatitne. |
evening Mondays and Tuesdays must be devot
wor ko unl ess she was going out which she g
Fridays to making new clothes; and Saturdays to mending and trimming bonnets and

feathes. The rules are to be broken if extra work needed on bonnets and feathers.

The bonnets and feathers were presumably in connection with the business and

mending and making clothes would have been for other members of the family as
well as herself. She would also have helped in looking after the younger children.
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The g$blings

In describing fireworks night in November 1968 in the diary she wrote that Offie

[aged & hadbeen gathering leavéshe has so much energy while Willeged 14, is

such an easindolent boy. He never takes part in boyish games and if he does itis in a

careless indifferent mannér.f Of fi eds i nclinations are tur
make a bright man for whatever he takes in hand and will put all his energy in it. He is

not at all fond of learning now and it is to hoped he will someday. Given the

difference in ages probably not a fair comparison!

There is a description of the family written by Bessie in about 1870 when she would
have been about Ythe photo is of her at this agehich is e B 3
worth quoting:- iMamma is very gentle but firinsuch a g
dear Mamma | could never (igstice to her so will leave her
and go to my brothers and sistetsiddie, the eldest, is abou
eighteen years of age. She is generally called handsome.
Somehow, she is also generally liked and admired. Sheis |
very firm and makes us do what she wants which is nearly
always right though | am often rebellious. She is very
haughy when she chooses to and never runs but walks Wlf;a
dignified air. Nevertheless, she is really nice and | aad ghave an elder sister to
manage me sometimes as in her place | should often get into scrapes.

Then there is Willie, good natured old Will who has arrived at the age of sage sixteen.
He is very good and steady, by steady | mean he never smokes or stays out late; all

things |i ke that | detest. | wisks he wasno:
with everybody he can get to listen to him. He is tall and, on the whole, a very nice

boy but | wondét say more as he may see thi:
Then there is me and fAimeo i s Bessie scape

family characteristics of brown hair and eyes. Age fourteen. They used to call me
Ginger beer because if anything happens about which | am pleased | go into ecstasies.
They dso say | am changeable but that charge | repudiate. | often manage to do
exactly what | am not wanted to do. | also tease Willie dreadfully sometimes because
he is so dreadfully unboyish.t vérg naughty but | do love to do so.

Mercy comes next. She is twelve and a dear
into a temper (as | do). She is very determined but will do almost anything we ask her.
Theophilus Charles Willway is ten. He has light curly hair fair and has very dark eyes.
He is a regulalittle ?,can only just read and is as teasing as the day is long though as
he is the youngest and vetglicate he is more tolerated and though he is such a
naughty boy of course we are very fond of him

This ends our family chroniclebo

Social life and friendships

It is evident from her diaries and the letters that she kept that the family had a very

active social life. Although there are not many letters from her, what she has written is

often reflected in letters from others. Whenever friends and family were@iogs

each other on a daily or weekly basis they wrote, the postal service being frequent and
reliabl e. Lyddi e was a particularly keen c
below) putletter writing as her favourite occupation.
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In Bath friendships were made through the chapel which was a weekly meeting place

on Sundays with three meetings, in the morning, afternoon and evening. Everyone

tried to go to at least one and often two meetings unless illness or the weather

prevented indafterwardsthey would walk home in groups. Walks were often

arranged at other times and outings to nearby beauty spots or on the river. They

would go to each otheré6és houses for tea ani
entertainment afterwards. Frienoféen stayed at Walcot Terrace, presumably sharing

bedrooms. There were visits to and stays with friends at Cheltenham, Bristoé

t hei r f atwhséseepagdd),aembylPgmbroke and PlymouthMention

has been made of Polly Morgan with a photo at Tenby on fage

For those in their late teens and early twenties they were of courseloakbet for
marriage partners so there was much flirting and comments on the relationships
between particular individuals. On rereading her diaries in 1886 Lyddie wrote that
the early ones quite disgusted hethey betoken such a frivolous pleasure loving,

selfish nature, always craving excitement,
| can do no better than quote®@érr om Bessi eb6s |l etter of 1889
page6l): - i F r fifteento seventeethwas very fond of society. Both Lyddie and |

|l oved parties and pretty dresses and all t|

This was a sad time for Mama. She never allowed us to go into gay soeisty let

us learn dancing, but | am afraid our natural love of pleasure gave Mama very anxious

times because she thought we were only going further and further away from the

Kingdom of Heaven. Mercy was a Christian when quite a child and was her one

comfort. Lyddie had a set of very gay friends in Bristol who constantly went to Balls
andTheatresand of course wished her to go. She stayed with them very often and had

it not been for Mamads intense ohatred to t|

Bessie goes on to write that neither Theophilus nor Willie smoked though both would
have done so if Mama had not strongly disapproved of it. It seems to have been the
done thing for men to smolkand there are a number of records of the girls approving
of men because they did not smoke.

The friends used to get each other to complete a Record of Thoughts and Feelings
which came in books with each one a blank on a page to be completed. They were
known as Confessions. Both Lyddie and Bessie had one although later they seem to
be used indigaminately. They recorded such things as favourite authors, composers,
flowers Most of these were completed between 1872 and 1880 so give an indication
of who their friends were during this period.

Davis cousins

Therewas avery close relationship with their cousins in |
Bath, the children of Luc
Jane. Aunt Jane seems to have been a particular favot

This photo of her comes from Stephen Frost, a collector
See pagé46for a photo of CharlesThey lived close by |
at 37 The Paragoithis was also known as 1 The Paragc
as it was the first housd the upper enthere being no "%
numberdower than 37Charles had recorded that after

r Charl
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1858 and 1861 they were nearly three years at 3 Isabella Place, Combéiewen

the same periodsthe Willways were in Combe Dowrgnd then nearly 3 years at 9
Upper Campden Place before moving to The Paragon where they were for about 25
years. References to the family were alwaysijust Paragod so they went down to

the Paragon, or the people from the Paragon came to tea etc. It and 12 Walcot Street,
where her grandfather and Mrs Davis lived until 1869, were on the way up from
chapel so they we sometimes invited in to tea. The cousins were Charley (Charles
Orlando born 1847), Fred (Frederick Walter b.1849), Edwin, later known as Ted
(Edwin Alfred b.1852), Nellie (Ellen Jane b.11.2.1854 so almost exactly two years
younger than Lyddie) and Nedt{Henrietta Mary b.1857s0 about one year younger
than Bessie).

Lyddie did not relate to Charley but there was a close relationship with Fred which
included a certain amount of flirting (the first letter she wrote to a boy/man was to
him); and she liked Edwin. Nellie and Nettie were very frequent companions of
Lyddie and Bessie on outings. There was alsing with them Harry Vincent and

he was very much one of the family. He was a nephew of Aunt Jane by her sister
Caroline and about the same age as Fred. It is not clear why he was living with them.
He is there inhe 1871 census but with his parents and two siblings in 1861. His

sister, Alice, was a frequent visitor.
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Bristol

There were frequent visits to Bristol by all the

family, sometimes just for the day, sometimes for
. several weeks and once in 1874 Lyddie was there
. for three monthsOn these visits friendships were
~ formed with friends of the families there,
particularly the Allis and Cartwright families.
They were connected in some way to the Powell
family, Lyddi edbs aunt Mary h
. Powell. Her early visit to this familgefore Mary
married Fred haBeen mentioned abown page
85. Florrie Allis, shown with her on the left in
. this photo, becameldie-long friend. There were

s ! alsothecousins in the Jack family, particularly the

eldestJessicand Wil |l i e whom Lyddieds brother Wil
descriptions in her diary of Lyddieds admi:
after her mother.

Lyddie would usually stay with her grandmother but often also stayed with the Allis

and Powell families. Her grandmother | i v
and she would use public transport. The other families were within walking distance

of ead other, the Powells in Lower Park Road and J&cks 1871 in Park Street.

The Allises house was called Rupdduse.lt may also have been in Lower Park

Road as she refers to going across to it, and the Cartwrights were also nearby as they

Awe nt ramnte Alisesf She would also visit Aunt Sarah, her Uncle John

Will wayods wife and their family. They see]
further away.

Al fred (6Fredd) Cartwright was the first m
towards. He intended to become a lawyer but went to Ecuador in South America in

1872after marrying She kept the mattef-fact letters received from him between

then and 1876. He became a diamond merchant and British consul in Ecuador.

Lyddie clearly enjoyed her stays in Bristol. It was not only a break from work at
home, the times that members of the family being away from home always being
carefully coordinated. It was also an opportunity to socialise and flirt, one of the
objects oflife at the time being to find a suitable partner.

Cheltenham

Both Lyddie and Bessie frequently also stayed with the Mills family in Cheltenham
Theyhada dr aper 6 s s h o pyddiemecards €ayihgithgrh for$ein dagse t
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in June 1869 when Magg(a photo)was mostly in the shop and Lizdiengdon in
the workroomTher e were wal ks, drives, fetes and
amount of flirting, par with Rich,

%
-

Bessie spent a month therele summer 01873

and in the autumn of 187%he business went into
liquidation in 1879 andlaggie then obtained
employment in Londowith Edward Collinson, a
draper who had had a shop in Bristol and was one'
the friendsthereSshe was a bri des¢
wedding. The friendship with both Lyddie and =
Bessie was retained. Her brother Richard, or Dick.
Dickie, became a minister in the church ameht to - SAE
Australia in 1874 A letter to Lyddie from 1892 Wasgi;"f e

kept. She was with her brotherthe Parsonage o

somewhere, not England.here is a photographn s cr i bed AAunty Maggi €
may be her and would indicate that she was known to the next geneigissie

recorded writing to her in 1903.

The Bristol and Cheltenham friends often came to Bath either for the day or to stay
for a few days. Picnic outings were organised by the girls, particularly Maggie Mills,
but they had to make certain that each girl had a male partner. In August 187&kshe w
trying to organise one which would have included Nellie, Nettie, Florrie (this is

Florrie Porter mentioned below) Bessie, Uncle Charles, Ted, Willie, Mr Gill, Harry,
Mr Ireland and she has alternativéswo Chippenham gentlemen she knows if any

ofthegent | emen canét come. Bessie kept a sort
descriptions of outing$-or examplein December 1872 Willie and Fred Jack came
from Bristol and after calling at The Par a:

Nellie and Nettie and Florrie at Carriage Road and went for a walk.

Fred Powell

|l mention here the relati 3 o ‘ h Fred |
Fredo) of whom .tSheialsvays lmad a ‘
soft spot for Uncle Fretfom her early visits to the Powel
family befor e heandaeforher Me °
Before his second marriage in 1873 he came to Bath tc
her thathehadloved herand, f it werenot forher being
his first wouldhavé asked hertanearryh €
him but, although she was very fond of him, there was |
guestion of that in her min¢He again told her tkiin 1879
before her marriagén the eventhis second wife was the
same age as Lydd{eee page3) She recorded when firs
meeting her on their honeymoon in Bath that she liked her

and she stayed with them at their home in Fishponds, Bristol on at least one occasion.

Plymouth

In 1874 Lyddie spent the summer in Plymouth and Willie was floeme of the
time also, staying with Mr and Mrs Groper in North Devon Rdadward Collinson,
mentioned above, and his wife Elizabeth visited while she was there seem to
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have been connections between the Bristol and Plymouth families but also the Davis

family, asthere is a record of Charles Davis being there and, as is mentioned later,

Fred Davis. On one occasi@ny d d nathérsvas encouraged to go to Plymouth

rather than Tenby Owhere they would | ook a-

n a letter written to her there from Uncle Fred he writes cheekily hitarmacter.
ﬁHow many conguests has my brionerortvvoyed ni ec
|l 611 warranto.

Porter family

The Somerset Street, and later Manvers Street, church, or chapel as it was always
called, was a place where friendships and contacts were naturally formed. The next
paragraph relates to one particular friendship which | have included because of its
interesing sequences. Others included the Spear, Bush, Archard, Long and Foster
families. Fred Spear, Sydney Bush and Charles Long became leading figures in
Bath..

Mrs Susan Porter came to Bath from nearby Frome sometime in 1871 with her
daughter Florrie and they both became friends with the Walcot Terrace and Paragon
families. Her husband, Thomas Porter, had recently died. He was a cloth and linen
manufacturer. Hifather Samuel had been in this business and had been deacon of
the Baptist church for 25 years. | wondered whether there was a connection with Mr
Porter of the Somerset Street Baptist church but have not found any. Florrie was then
18. There were threglder sons two of whom, including the youngest, William, were
still in Frome in 1871 in a similar busine:
mother in Bath 1873/4. William went to Massachusetts, America. Mrs Porter was a
teacher and she gave Frencéslans to Lyddie, Bessie and Willie. She became
something of a confidante to Lyddie. She wrote very well and quite a few of her
writings are in books of miscellaneous writings kept by Lyddie and/or Bessie

William (6Willied) must ploe mack for
1875 as he fell in love with Lyddie (this is referred to. %

again below) before returninglorrie was in the close ﬁ '
circle of friends andell in love with Ted Davisvhom '
shemarried in 1877. Mrs Porter went out to stay with »%
Willie in America and Ted and Florrie went to visit g
them there with the resuhat their first child, Evelyn, 1 # - el
was born there in March 1878he photo of Florrie andi { - FAA
Evelyn is dated 1886. (It is not with the family archwe‘.:;; e ;
but supplied by Stephen Frost, a collectbhy Porter E{ = ; /
returned in May 188@ live with Ted and Florrie
Upon being informed of her return Lyddie recorded i
her diary herjoy 6 my -l oa g $he diedind & {+
1883 aged about 71A point of interest is that Mrs
Porterds second name was Lydndamacheusell so t he
by future membersf the family.It is thename of the family from which she was

descended that owned Lydford castle in De\Bge pagé46for a continuation of the

contact with this family.
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Politic s

In opening her diarin 1868Lyddie writes that the common topics of the day are the
revolution in Spain (who in England knows anything about that now?), the coming
election and the earthquakes, one of which they had just experienced the night before.
She gives a vivid description tfe day of the general electiamhich was the first

following theReform Act 1867, and rejoices at the win of the Liberal candidate
writing AThree cheers for Mr Gladstoneo.

The family were Liberals which was presumably related to theicooformist
religion

There is a letter from Bessie aged 18 to Lyddie when stayithgMr and Mrs

Thomasin Pembroke. She describes a man who had been staying whom she
obviously liked but makes the point that she hatfaiten in love They all know that

she is particular to suithe has to be clever, intellectual, a dissenter, teetotaller,

Liberal and in possession of a capital appointment and really good income. She adds
dondot | et Mauthink sheevell belidve tke nongensical parts

presumably the last twitems.

There are referencestioer gr andf at her ds republicani sm.
long discussion with him over supper in which she disagreed with his favouring

American style governmenn another entry she writes that her brother Willie is one

for republicanism and it makes her quite cross

Towards the end of the diary August 180 she writes about impending grear in
Europe and the general condemnation of Napoleon as the aggressor. She ends the
diary wondering how her grandchildren would wonder when she recounted how in 3
months the greatest nation of the earth was humbled to dust and her very capital, the
gayest oflhe cities of the world, in a stabé siege
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Jersey

There was another friendship formed in 18#fich hadfar reaching affectdn the
summer Alice Finnidaged21) came from Jersey to stay with the family and she and
Lyddie became close friends. Her mother, Elizabeth, was the cigikas Neel,

Ly ddi e 0 schdolaetadner at 8isn House and of Marie Le Feuvihese

husband Philipe hadthe schoolat EderHouse wherehe later stayed. There were
thirteenchildren of Mr Elie Neel (1788858) and here is a tree showing those of
them and their children who are relevant to this history.

Elie Neel 17881858
\

Elias Marie  Philippe Francois Elizabeth  Ann  Emily
1808 1812 1816 1819 1820 1827 1837
m m m
Philip LeFeuvre James Finnie  George Gaudin

] ik g
Gilbert Anna HenryEmile Louis Emily Alice FrednnielLaura Frank
1841 1848 1857 1847 1851 1851 1850 188518863 1859

Elizabeth Neel married James Finnie, who was also a school telaaimarpublic

records | have established that he had a school known as Portway House Aicademy
Weston, Bath from 1857 to 1866 and tHeir youngest childrerout of sevenwere

born there. Why he decided to establish a school in Bath is not known. Was it just
chance or had it arisen from conversations that J&vibsay may have had with

them when staying in Jerseyin subsequent correspondendée two families must
have been in touch in Bath and may be the children played togdtheng returned

to Jerseyn 1866 James Finnie established a schodl®aBelmont Road$t.Helier In
addition to the seven children there were
Gaudin, whose husband had died, and her son Frank, agdthd 2amilies

presumably remained in tougfving rise toaninvitation for Alice (aged 2} to come

to stay withthe family in Bathin the summer of 1871

A close friendship developeah that visitbetween and Lyddie and Alice arichad

been agreed that Lyddie would make a return visit to Jersey the following summer. In

the meantime, there was a continuous correspondstaeen themwith letters two

or three times per week. The huge bundl e
and November 1872 were retained by Lyddie. Alice enquires about the friends in Bath

including Fred, Nellie and Nettie Davis and Florrie Porter and Aurd. Jalice had

fallen in love with Fred, who does not seem to have returned it to the same degree,

and much of the early correspondence relates to this.

Emile Neel

In themeantimeher cousin, Emile Neel (aged 24), had come to stay with them.
Emile was the son of Philipe who had gone to France. Emile was brought up in
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France and his English was not good. There had been problems and the family had
agreed tdhelp, hecoming to Jersey to find woikit seems as a tutor. He seems to

have been keen on Alice and various other women. She did not reciprocate and was
frequently critical of himfinding him conceited However,she decided to introduce

him to Lyddie via correspondence and arranged for them to write to each other, she
helping with translations, and send photos. The correspondence goes on to recount
herownlovea f f ai r wi t hyoungerFindigousien Phylig Romet, dvhich

weans her off Fred and ends with their formal engagement

Lyddie stayed with the Finnies fromid-Junel872to the beginning of August and

during this time she and Emile fell in love with each other. The following

correspondence afteyddied s r et urn home records her doub
and Al i cebds conc e®neproblerbrelatdd tomeligom &h ar act er .
present religion allows him to do and say many things that he likes and that he would

not if he were good He was not a Christian. He believed in a God but not in Jesus.

Emile returned to France having obtained a tutoring job in November and Alice

passed on his address. In the penultimate letter retained she passes on a message from
Emile that hehinks hewill be in a position to marry her in 3 or 4 yearsd still loves

her as much as ever.

Nei t her matherd rbi anyore elsxcept Alice ever knew of the relationship.

Lyddie knew that because of the religious problem her mother could not accept him

and it would not be possible to marry hi@orrespondence continued between them

secretly his letters being sent to the Post Office in Bath to be collestaddressed

to Alice when she was staying in Bath in June 1878.d d diagy&Hows her

impatience when there was no letter. That Junet h Al i cedsshencour agem
decided that ashe could not marry him it would be best to stop the correspondence.

However, he waalwaysin her mind and she took his letters with her whenever she

was away from home to reread théfhey were always kept and are in the archives.

On two occasions she records dreaming that they were getting married.

Finally on 26" October 1875 she received a letter from Alice that he was engaged.
She felt devastated but by chance that same day she went to see Mrs Porter and her
son Willie was there preparing to return to America. He walked home with her and
declared his love for m@nd a hope that she would mahign. A great calm came

over her and she gave him hope that she would consider it when he had made a
position for himselfShe recorded that she respected, admired and esteemed him and
that the right love migt come He asked her to notify him if she became engaged to
another. There is a letter from him acknowledging hers informing him of her
engagement in July 1879. There is no record of her seeing either of them again

She drafted a letter addressed to Mrs Porter dated Dec 1875 but finished Spring 1876,
in which she recounted the whole affair. Whether a fair copy was actually sent seems
doubtful but it was her own record and kept with her papers. In addition to all the

hope and agonies of the affair it includes a wonderful description of her happiness
during the six weeks in Jersey.

It is understood that she always regretted not having been able to marry him. Some

form of contact or information was retainedvd lettersfrom Emileaddressed
formally to Madame Ainswortlsome 40 to 50 years lateere kept from one of
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which it seems that Christmas cards were exchafigeste is also an undated extract

of a letter from Anna Lefeuvngresumably referring to him, although mamed, in

which she writes that he speaks freely of her as our dear Lydia Willway and to tell her
that her remembrance and her good advice are equally precious to him and that both
have marks at the very depth of his heart.

See also the postscript on pddS8

Emily Neel

Lyddie had been worried about travelling to Jersey on her own so Alice arranged for
her cousin Emily Nedlaged 2}, who was returning from England for the summer
holiday, to accompany her. This cousin was the daughter of Francis Neel, another of
the 13 siblings, who a couple years later emigrated to Texas
with most of the rest of his familyghe and her brother,
John, also accompaniégddie on the return journeyshe
was teaching at a schdalChelsea, LondarMillie, the
name by which she was generdtlyown, became a close
friend. In January 187ghe stayed with Lyddie in Bath and
thus became acquainted with the rest of the family and
friends, there being a number of references in subsequent
correspondence to Florri@orterand her growing
relationship with Ted Davis. Alice had been staym@ath
in Decembewith her fiancé Philigput had had to return to Jersey when her mother
di ed. Lyddie kept a number of Millieds sul
adventurous lif@and their close friendship can seenln April that year she took up
a job as a governess in Germany and over the next three years had a number of such
jobs in Germany and Russiath one interesting letter giving the description of
working for a Russian aristocratic family. She had a love affair with a German but,
perhaps unlike most women in those days whose main object at that age was to get
married, she did not want to spergt life looking after a marShe was clearly an
attractive and interesting woman and we return to her later.

18756

Lyddie returned to Jersely 1875,three years after her 18vit, thistime
accompanied by Bessiaged 19Bessie recorded something of this visit in some
diary notes that she made. She describes some of their activities and walks and
mentions Alice, her sistéryddie, Lucy, Harry and Frank. Lucy must be Annie

Finnie, then aged 15. Although her namArgie Margaretshe signed a

60 Conf eseespgag8f) &ith the name Lucy Annie Finnie. Although apparently
using the name Lucy theshe was later always Annie. Harry was probably Henry Le
Feuvre.

Frank Gaudin

Frank is Frank Gaudin, whavith his motherywas livingwith the Finnies. She also

calls him Robin. Although she does not mention it in these notes, she and Frank fell in
love on this visit and there is a letter from him looking forward to her visit in 1876
whenshe and Lyddiéoth went again and were metloyn. Anna Le Feuvre is
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